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ADVERTISEMENT.

H E following work is fomething lefs than an

entire Tranflation of the Original, of which a few

parts are omitted, and others abridged. The

latter are, however, rather comprelTed than cur-

tailed, and the omiflions are chiefly of thofe

palTages which have been difapproved by an En-

glilh Journalift*, whofe opinion is a fufficient au-

thority upon the fubjedt, and whofe favourable

mention of the work in general firflr led the Tranf-

lator to exert his endeavours upon it.

* Monthly Review, Appendix, June, 17X9,
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I
O U R N E Y, &c.

LETTER L

Faihiun, July ., , , 1785,

MY- DEAR FRIEND,

FROM the commencement

of my journey through the kingdom of Sweden, I

have not had a moment's leifure for communication

;

whatever time I have been able to fpend in any

place has been wholly employed, either in acquiring

intelligence by my own refearches, or in foliciting

it from my friends -, and the information thus

obtained I have been careful to note and preferve

in my journal.

Let me now, however, acknowlege the receipt

of your letter, addreffed to Copenhagen, which

came to me at Stockholm, through the means of

Mr. the Comte de R . . .

I now write from the depths of Dalecarlia, the

place in which Guftavus Vafa was educated; and

in the midft of thofe brave Dalecarlians, who,

B under
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under his orders, freed their country from a yoke

by wh ch it ha been opprelTed for two centuries.

I arrived at Stockhohn by the way of Gottenburg,

Falkioping, Marieftadt, Orebro, and Arboga, and,

paOlng from thence to the northward, vifited Upfal,

and remained fome days upon an eftate, the owner

of which led me to the famous mine of Dannemora,

fo rich in iron of the firft quality. At Lofta, the

magnificent eftate of the Baron de Geer, I fpent

a day in obferving the different operations of the

forges there eftablifhed. I then went to the ca-

tarad Dahl Elbe (or rather the river Dahle)

which, after feparating into two courfes, precipi-

tates itfelf through hideous rocks of the height of

more than fifty feet. The foam of the waters, the

noife produced by their fall, and the height of this

cataraft, form a grand and interefling fpeftacle.

From thence I went to Gefle, a port in the gulph

of Bothnia ; and thus, after a journey of two

months, arrived at Fahlun,

After feeing die copper mines of this place, I

propofe to furvey thofe of filver at Sahla ; from

thence I fhall go to Nordkioping, Carlfcroon, and

Yfladt, and, making the tour of Scania, fhall

return to Helfingbourg, through the oppofite fide

of the kingdom to that by which I pafTed from

thence to Stockholm.

From what I have jufl told you, and from your

own knowledge of the country by the map, you

will
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mil perceive that I did not reach Stockholm by the

neareft road ; but it was not my purpofe in vifiting

Sweden to confine myfelf in the capital, or to

follow the ordinary route -, on the contrary, I in-

tend to obferve every thing curious, either in the

produfbions of nature or in the performances of

art ; and to make the complete tour of a country

which interefls me both by the pidurcfque dif-

pofition of its fcenery, and by the acftivity, genius,

and hofpitality of its inhabitants. In the execu-

tion of this defign, I fliall give particular attention

to the mines, to the works conftruftcd at Carl-

fcroon for the accommodation of a fleet, and to

thofe of other parts defigned for the promotion of

commerce and the eafe of internal navigation.

You would hardly imagine at how little expence

I perform my journey. My RuiTian I'oiture is

tolerably light, and the roads are {o good, that

four Swediili horfcs, although their fize is very

fmall, and their appearance bad, are every where

able to draw me ; for thefe I pay .no rncre than at

the rate of fixteen pence Swediili for each horfe

per mile, which mile* is nearly as long as two

common French leagues and a half.

I (lop wherever there is any thing cuiious enough

to deferve notice ; but, when there is no invitation

of this fort, my journey is continued by day and

* Thirteer Swedifh' miles and a half are reckoned to a degree.

B 2 night.
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night. Indeed the nights, by their clearnefs, are

as favourable to the traveller as mid-day j and, as I

am feldom without the pen or the pencil in my hand,

I fhall be able to furnilh you with fome tolerably

exaft defcriptions. For thefe, however, you mull

wait my return into Denmark ; and, till then, you

will attribute it to want of opportunity for writing

long letters, if I fend you only an account of fuch

particulars as may occur during the courfe of my

journey.

Let me, however, mention that Sweden donfifts

entirely of one continued rock of granite, covered

in different places, with a greater or lefs quantity

of earth, which, though agriculture has for fome

years been greatly encouraged, is for the moft part

badly cultivated. The country is very thinly in-

habited, and, in fome diflrids, I have pafTed

through deferts of twenty or thirty leagues in extent,

where one could perceive only a few poor huts

placed upon the mould which covers the rocks,

and overhung by firs, of which there are fome

immenfe woods, without any mixture of other

trees. To this account there are, however, fome

exceptions: Sudermania, which I have furveyed

from one end to the other, and all the fouthern parts

of Upland, are well cultivated. Scania, which I

have yet to fee, is faid to be very beautiful ; and

the cultivation of Oftragothia is much praifed. But

the labours of the mines, t!ie works which relate

to
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to them, the management of the forges, and the

manners of the people, are fubjecls for inveftiga-

tion, which fufficiently repay the trouble of a

journey into Sweden. I have feen amongft mines of

iron, the fimplicity of the golden age ; and though

in fome places fcarcely any thing appears to the

eye but rocks, whofe bowels contain the materials

of fteel, I have there found men with hearts un-

contaminated by any of its qualities.

The city of Stockholm is well fituated, and the

view of it is highly pidburefque. Here, as in

moft capital citie§, the peculiarities of the national

drefs are moft ftri6tly prefe^ved, efpecially by thofe

perfons who frequent the court. Their habits of

aflbciation are very cheerful ; and the nobility, and

thofe who are in general called good company, have

manners fufficiently cultivated. People of dif-

tin6tion, merchants, and' wealthy perfons, afford a

ready welcome, and fhew a fort of prejudiced

kindnefs to ftrangers. The common people, as in

all the other parts of Sweden, make their bread but

once, or at moft twice, in the year i it confifts of

rye mixed with pats, and is called knikkebroe or

kakebroe j this they form into cakes of the figure

and breadth of a common plate, and of the

thicknefs of a little finger j they then make a hole

in the rniddle, and the peafants Hring them to-

gether by hundreds, and fufpend them from the

ceilings of their houfes. The bread of this fort,

B 3 aU
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although immoderately hard, is not ill tailed i and

it often appears at the tables of perfons of the

fiift diflinftion, accompanied with wheaten bread

of very excellent colour and flavour. In times of

icarcity, and efpecially in the North of Dalecarlia,,

they add to the meal of ryt and oats, the bark of

the birch tree, well broken and pounded ; and thi^

bread becomes then fo hard, that nothing but the

tooth of a Dalecarlian feems able to penetrate it.

Fahlun. I arrived at Fahlun yefterday (funday)

at fix in the morning, about four-and-twenty hours

after my departure from Gefle : during the wliole

of my journey from Stockhoun I had ^^th only

woods and rocks j judge, therefore, of my pleafure

^hcn I found myfelf in the midd of a town fo

ivell peopled as to be faid to contain feven thcufand

inhabitants.

After a fliort repofe, I prefented my letter of

recommendation to Mr. Haldin, fifcal of the

iBines J he received mie in the politefl mianner, and

fftade me- an offer of his table during my fiay

here, which I readily accepted. At dinner I found

Mr. Haldin, his lady, his brother, fecretary to the

King, and a knight of the polar order, fome cfFi-

cers of the regiment of Dalecarlia, and three

young ladies, who alone did not fpeak French j

and who, by their gaiety of manner and beauty of

countenance, made me regret that I had no op-

portunity of enjoying thcif converfaticn. After

dinner
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dinner, Mr. Haldin and fome of the officers pro-

pofed to me a walk in the town and its environs.

{ found the greateft part of the inhabitants of

Fahlun to be miners and forgers. The houies, as

in the other parts of Sweden, are of wood, but there

are a few built of brick and Hone. Thofeof the

governor of the province, the fuperintendant of the

mines, the fifcal, and a few other of the principal

officers of the mines, the town-houfe, and two large

churches, are entirely of ftone. There are two

paved flreets, the others are covered with the

fcoriie of copper broken and rammed. Having

furveyed the town, we went to Kopparberg, where

are tJie mines; I faw the different entrances, or

wells, at the bottom of two large excavations, of

which one is called the grand jnhie, and the other,

which is lefs, Loui/a Ulrica. From all thefe open-

ings there arofe a thick fmoke, occafioned b/

charcoal fires lighted at the bottom of the mines every

funday, in the abfence of tHe v/orkmen, in order

CO foften the ore, which they alfo each day fepa-

rate from the rock by the force of gun-powder.

Having finifhed our walk, we returned home

with Mr. Haldin, and found at his houfe a nu^

merous company, who took tea, and formed them-

felves into parties for play, which was fucceeded

by a fupper ; there was much gay and anim.ated

converfation ; and as I had placed myielf by a

lady who fpoke excellent French, I paffed a vtry

B 4 delightful
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delightful evening. Although much fatigued, I

arofe this morning at three, to have the pleafure of

"writing this letter to you, and I am now in

inflant expe6lation of returning to view the copper

mine at Kopparberg, which is about half a

quarter of a league from the town. I here pro-

pofe to defcend, and take a fmall fubterraneous

walk at the depth of more than a thoufand feet

under ground : if I fhould chance to hear what

the Antipodes fay, you may depend upon my re-

lating it to you. I did not defcend into the iron

mine at Dannemora, although of lefs depth than

this, becaufe the machine in which it is neceffary

to be placed feemed fomething dangerous, and I

perceived no difpofition in myfelf to be fo born

along in the air, when I could fee from the fcaffold

upon the edge of the excavation, every thing that was

done at the bottom of the mine. The opening

is there a quarter of a league in circumference, and

the depth of the mine between three and four

hundred feet. The defcent into the mine of

Kopparberg is by ladders, and I have therefore no

fear.

This town, by its fituation at the foot of the

mountain, in which is the entrance to the mine,

is liable to the inconvenience of being frequently

filled with fmoke, which defcends upon the firft

application of fire to the ore : while I now write,

this fm.oke is fo ftrong, that the whole village ap-

pears
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pcais enveloped in a thick cloud, and from thi«

-ifTues a Imell of Riiphur which is fcarce fupport-

able. The inhabitants, to whom this is familiar,

confider it a$ a prefervation from the flings of

gnats, of which there is an immcnfe number

throughout all Sweden j and pretend that wooden

)i0'jfes impregnated with thefe fulphureous parti-

cles, laft longer than any others.

Monfieur Haldin now attends to condufb me to

the mine ; I therefore haften to aflure you that I

am, &?. &c.

L £ T T £ R II.

Helfingburg, Sept 1785.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

VV HILEmypafiageinto

Denmark is prevented by a terrible ftorm, which

will probably detain me for at leaft four-and-twenty

hours, I am happy to employ my leifure in wri-

ting to you. You have, by this time, I hope, re-

ceived a letter, which I fertt to you immediately

after my departure for the centre of the earth j a

journey which I performed fuccefsfully by the

help of fome bundles of fir chips^ and which

founds with wonders as much as thofe of the

fanaed fubterranean traveller Klaa^ KHm,

For



( 10 )

- For four hours which I fpent in the boweis of

Kopparberg, and during which, partly by the

help of ladders, and partly by flairs, I de-

fcended from one gallery to another, my aftonifh-

ment increafed at every ftep. Our defcent was at

firft by a zig-zag ftaircafe, formed in an excavation

of, perhaps, two thoufand feet in circumference,

and three hundred feet in depth, and thus far we

were able to proceed by the light of the Sun. In

a corner, at the bottom of this excavation, was a

wooden hut of fix or feven feet in height, at the

door of which flood two figures, half naked, and

as black as ink, each of whom held in his hand

a faggot of lighted fir, and, thus equipped, might

have paffed for one of Pluto's pages. Here, alfo,

we found four entrances to the mine itfelf j the

mofl convenient is that v/hich opens into this hut;

but they are each honoured with the name of fome

Swedifh prince or man of rank. Upon our ap-

'pearance at the door of this, they brought for

rnyfelf and fervant two drelTes, entirely black,

fnadc like thofe of the Heidtics, and intended to

fecure our clothes in the narrow paffages of the

galleries. I had put on mine, when I perceived

my man, terrified by the difmal appearance of my
garb, and ftill more by the prayers which our

guides were offering up for our prefervation and

deliverance from the mine, refufing either to put

on his fcaramouch drefs, or to make any attempt

towards

3
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towards defcending farther. Thefe fellows during

our defcent of the firft ftaircafc, had been enter-

taining us with ftories of falling fragments of rock,

broken ladders, and fudden eruptions of water or

peftilential vapours ; we had alfo fcen prayers of-

fered up by every workman upon his approach to

the mine; and thefe circumftances had made fuch

an impreflion upon my young Frieze^ that nothing

lefs than the mod profufe reproaches of his cow-

ardice could induce him to follow me.

Ac length, by pafTmg partly through alleys fup-

ported by timber work, and partly under vaults

felf-fupported, I arrived at thofe vaft halls, whofe

tops and extremities the feeble light of our faggots

could not reach. In fome of thefe halls there are

forges at which they manufacture and repair the

tools . ufed in the mine -, and the heat in them is

ib exceiTive, that the workmen are all entirely as

naked as nature produced them. ' Others ferve for

magazines, either of gun-powder, for the purpofe

ef explofion, or of cords and other neceflary uten-

|iis ; and between thefe the communication is by

the alleys already mentioned. Tliere are fome of

thefe halls in all the galleries, and between each

gallery are either fieps or ladders. Befides thefe,

there are openings hollowed perpendicularly from the

outer furface to thelowell gallery, which ferve for

|he admiffion of air, and through which heavy conv

rpodities are lowered in barrels, by means of pulleys

kepc
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kept continually moving, during the whole time

of work. Horfes are Rationed at the top of the

mountain, for the purpofe of working thefe pulleys,

and the barrels are held by iron chains, which are

ufed inftead of common ropes, on account of the

deftru6tive quality of the vitriolic and coppery va-

pours arifing from the bottom of the mine j even

the chains do not laft long in thefe vapours, and

they,, therefore, often ufe ropes made of hog's

briftles or cow's hair. On this account, and in

order to prevent other accidents, the workmen

are prohibited from afcendingor defcending by the

barrels, and are obliged to ufe the more tedious

route of the ladders. Thefe openings alfo, with

the fubterraneous fires, and other phyfical caufes,

produce in the lowefl galleries fuch currents of air,

as in fome places can be faid only to refemble

tempefts j but without this method of purification,

the air would be fo unfit for breathing, that no

pcrfon could exift in it for a quarter of an hour.

The alleys which I have mentioned are fometimcs,

of the height of five or fix feet, and fometimes fo

low that it is neceifary to creep along themj in

thefe the currents of air are the moft violent and

dangerous, for it often happens that when a pro-

fufe perfpiration has been brought on by the heat

of the forges, you are met by one of thefe currents,

which are always as cold as ice, and which even,

freeze the fweat upon your body.

The
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The vaults, which are not fupported by timber

prefent fometimes very remarkable appearances;

prifms of different figures being formed by the

cryfliallization of the vitriol which trickles down

them. Imagine a thoufand pointed projedions,

like thofe in fugar-candy, but of the length of

eight, ten, twelve or twenty feet, and of the molt

beautiful green colour, hanging from the top of

fhcfe vaults, and refledling the light from their

various-formed fides over the ore with which the

partitions are filled.

In a gallery feven hundred feet under the furfacc

of the earth, they difTolve this vitriol, and force it

from the mine by a curious hydraulic contrivance.

The water of a confiderable fpring is put in mo-

tion by a machine worked by horfes^ this water

dilTolves the vitriol, and afterwards precipitates it

through a trough containing fome old iron, into

another. The whole operation, and the labour

by which it is performed, are fomething fingular,

Four-and-twenty horfes, which, as well as the men,

relieve each other every fix hours, keep the ma-

chine at work both by day and night. The horfes are

kept in ftables in this gallery, withmangershoilowed

in the rock j and when "they have once entered

the mine, are never fuffered to leave it, but to be

exhibited once a year at a fort of review. They

are then raifed and lowered by pulleys and ban-

dages, through the openings in which there are

ladders^
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ladders, in the fame manner as with us horfes ar^

hoifted on board iliips.

My ciiriofity led me as far as the laft gaileryj

eleven hundred feet under ground, and in v/hich

the copper is chiefly worked. Here, notv/ith-

ftanding the excefiive cold, I again faw labourers

entirely naked ; and though a fpeftator, well

clothed and covered, may feel himfelf almoft:

frozen, yet, fuch is the immenfe exertion ufed in

hewing the rock, and in feparating thofe parts where

the ore is found, that thefe men, in pure naked-

nefs, were, entirely covered with fweat. The

darknefs of thefe fubterraneous regions, the fires

perceived at different diftances, the fort of gloomy

light which proceeded from them, the naked la-

bourers, black as tlie ore at which they worked,

and furrounded by fparks produced by their ham-

mers, the noife of all this labour and of the hy-

draulic engines in motion, with the horrible figures

which from time to time rulhed paft me with

torches in their hands, made me doubt a little

whether I had not really defcended rather too

near to Tartarus. Yet this fcene is not to be

compared with that which prefented itfelf to me,

when upon deicending to the very bottom of the

mine, I entered a fort of large hall, the vaults of

which were fupported by pillars cut in the rock,

and furounded with feats of the fame material.

Here my two conductors enquiring if I would

not
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not fit down and liften to a fmall piece of mufic,-

the efFefb of which would furprife me : " Of
" what fort is this mufic ?" faid I.

—" It is the

" ftrange noife," anfwered they, " which the

*' rocks make when, in order to lelTen the trouble

" of breaking them with an axe, they are blown
" in pieces by gun-powder."

My fondnefs for the wonderful, and my reliance

upon the prudence of my guides, made me com-

ply, upon the condition of their remaining with

me. They gave me their words for this, which

they faid they might the more eafily keep, as this

was almoft the only hall in which there was n»

danger. One of them then left me to give his

orders, and returned to our feat in a minute after-

wards, where we remained wearied by expecta-

tion, and fhivering with cold, for a quarter of ao

hour. I had fcarely expreffed my impatience,

when a difcharge ftruck my ears with fuch force

as I had never before experienced ; this was liic-

ceeded by a fudden light, which illumined the

whole of this fubterraneous territory, but in an

inftant vaniflied, and left us in total darknefs, the

concuflion of the air having extinguifhed our fag-

gotSc This darknefs was interrupted only by the

fiafties from fucceeding difcharges, of which the

light lafted only for a moment, but the found was

long and terribly reverberated in echoes. The

vaults cracked, the- earth Ihook, and the benclies

on
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on whicih we fat trembled. I was then elevert

hundred and thirty-fix feet beneath the furface of

the earth ; and when I caught the fcent of the

fmoke, liltened to the noife of buifting rocksy

and furveyed my guides, my domeftics and myfelf,

you will, perhaps, think me excufable if I own

that the little hair which nature has left me rofe up-

ward with fear. This harmonious mufic continued

for about half an hour, and lefc us at once to an

entire filence, which, with the darknefs of the place

and the fort of fufFocation produced by the fmoke,

ferved only to prolong my terror. I found, how-

ever, that this operation was repeated every day

at noon, during the repaft of the workmen, to

whom the hall in which I was feated, and fome

niches cut in the rock, ferved as a ihelter from

the violence of the explofions.

Thefe explofions. are neceffary here, becaufe the

rock is very hard, and the miners could not other-

wife proceed above a few toifes in a year. One

of our guides having, by groping his way, ob-

tained a light, we returned by a different pafTage,

not more than half the length of that by which

we entered. I was detained, however, to obferve

a chamber hollowed in the rock, containing a

fquare table in the middle, furrounded by cu-

Ihioned benches -, four chandeliers illuminated with

wax hung from the top of the vault, and the rock

was wainfcoted to the height of five feec. In this

chamber
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chamber the council of the mines meets twice a

year, and there is a kitchen and cellar hewn in

the rock, for the accommodation of the company

who dine in it upon this occafion. Here alfo I

found a fmall collation fent for me by Mr. Haldin,

and you may believe that I thought it a very ac-

ceptable prefent.

You can fcarce imagine the effe6l of the light

and air upon my emerging into the warm climate

of a mod beautiful day from this vaft abyfs, in

which heat, wind, cold, and damps fucceed each

other in the moll extraordinary manner. After a

little reft at the entrance of the hut before men-

tioned to you, I afcended the top of the mountain,

and, at the houfe of the infpe6lor, found Mr. and

Mad. Haldin with fome ladies and gentlemen who

had accompanied me thus far in my way to the

mine. Here alfo, I was prefented with a book, in

which I was defired to note my name, chara6ber,

and any thing either of verfe or profe which oc-

cured to my recolle6lion. This cuftom had been

mentioned to me at Stockholm, and I had there-

fore, prepared fome lines, containing a compli-

ment to the ladies of Fahlun, which I immediately

wrote down, and was fortunate enough to find re^

ceived as an impromptu. Indeed the compli-

ment was applicable enough, for I found the

ladies to whom Mr. Haldin introduced me lively,

beautiful, and of amiable manners. But my fub-^

C terraneoul's.^
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terraneous journey had fatigued me fo much, that

after viewing the exterior works, efpecially the

mechanilm of the pumps, which are always throw-,

ing up water from the mine, I retired to reft at my
lodgings.

Thefe pumps are neceffary to fecure the mine

from inundations, and are thus worked. A cliaia

of the length of five thoufand feet, compofed of

bars of fir, and conftrufted, on account of the

vapours, with as little iron as poflible, is put in

motion by a ftream of water led through an aque-

du£l from a lake on the top of the mountain. The

chain, which is double, draws the water from the

refervoir, into which it has been forced from the^

b^ottom of mine by the hydraulic engine before

mentioned, and the water is afterwards conduced

by a fecond aquedudl to the bottom of the moun-

tain, and into a river which flows through the

town. The whole mechanifm of this operation is

the fame as that at the iron mine of Dannemora,

but with thefe exceptions, that the wheel which

iiives motion to the whole, and which at Danne-

mora is forty-four feet in diameter, is here forty^

eight J and that at this place they have contrived

a bell, which rings while the machine moves pro-

perly, but ftops when it is difordered by the leaft

accident. This is the fignal to thofe appointed to

watch the machine, of whom there are always two

in attendance both by day and night, through the

2 whole
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Whole year. One of thefe is ftationed in a kind

of box near the middle of the chain, and within

hearing of the bell ; and it is his duty, with the

afTiftance of twelve men, who relieve each other in

turn, to keep the wheels, pulleys, and axles con-

Hantly fupplied with greafe.

This mine, although nothing is obtained from

it but copper, contains fuch a quantity of iron,

that the geometrician of the place is unable to

make any ufe of the compafs in corredling his

plans of the different works.

Having flept for two hours, and dined again

with Mr. Haldin, I went to fee the different ope-

rations through which the ore palTes before it be-

comes rough copper. Thefe may be thus arranged

and defcribed

:

ifl. A pile is raifed to a certain height, con-

taining alternate Jirata of copper ore and fir

wood ; the wood is then lighted, and thus the ore

is cleanfed from the fulphur, and the rough Hone

becomes feparated. When the wind fets towards the

town durin.o- this operation, the fmoke and flench

are fuch as can fcarcely be borne by thofe not ac-

cuflomed to them.

2dly. It is then beaten by means of large ham-

mers, put in motion by a wheel, which is acted

upon by water, and

3dly. It is fmeited in furnaces, in order to be

beaten again.

C 1 4thly,
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^thly. They roall it again, in order to extrad

any heterogeneous matter, efpecially fulphur, that

may ftill remain. And,

5thly. It is refmelted. By this laft operatitn

the fcoria is made to pafs through a hole at the

top of the furnace, while the metal, running

throup-h another at the bottom, is received inO

moulds of fand, and formed into the Ihape of

large bricks*. But though bricks of this fort have

been for fome years ufed in building, it is by no

means certain that houfes formed of them will be

able long to refill the inclemency of the weather.

At Dannemora they ufe the Jcoria of iron for the

fame purpofe.

The lumps of rough copper, obtained from the

ore by thefe operations, are fent to Avcfta, a town

about four miles from Fahlun, to be refined.

There, filver and fome very fmall quantities of

s:old have at times been extrafted from them. I

faw a medal of this filver, ftruck in the year 1758,

upon the occafion of a vifit to the mine from the

late King and Queen, and his prefent Majefty,

then Prince Royal. They Ihewed me alfo a ducat

• Tht original has, " tandu qus le metal qui refie nu fondfort far

*' un trtu menage dans la partie laffe dufoumean dans Isjormes de

" fableiauxquelki on donn$ la figure de nos plus grandes i-yiques.'" £i;t

there is probably fome miftake here. In the account of the iron miiiC

at Dannemora, the ^/fo^va of copper is comi^ared with that of iror,

Mijth relpeft to its value when formed ' into br:cks ; it is, therefore,

to be fuppofed that the y?;^n'« alone, not the metal, is ufed for that

jmrpoll',——T.

made
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made of this gold, extracted at the expence of four

times its value ; and a very beautiful red colour,

in powder, obtained by volatilifation.

My hoft informs me dinner is ready, and I am,

therefore, obliged to conclude. The ftorm con-

tinues with the fame violence, and has raged

equally for four hours, which I have fpent in

looking over my journal, and writing to you.

The Sound, of which I have a view from my
window, is furioufly agitated, and the veflels in

the roads fhew by their motion the immenfe vio-

lence of the waves. Elfineur, the caftle of Cro-

nenburg, and the Ihores of Denmark, form the

other parts of this moft magnificent profpeft. But

the fublime pleafure which this fcene produces, is

leffened when I confider the danger of the paflage

;

I tremble at the idea of encountering fuch waves

as now rife to my fight, and perceive that I fliall

for a long time be condemned to liften to the clat-

tering windows of this miferable inn. Adieu.

I am, &c. &c.

LETTER III.

Helfingburg, Sept. ... 1785.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

J. H E rain and wind having

confpired to prevent my walking out, I proceed

to give you Ibme farther account of the copper

C 3 mine
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mine at Fahlun. Upon this rubjeft I have beei:^

favoured v/ith a memoir, from which I fhall cx-

tra6t the principal articles.

** This mine is the moft ancient of all thofe of

" copper in Sweden, having received its privileges

" fo far back as the thirteen|:h century, undef

" the kings Waldemar and Magnus Ladifiaus.

'' Since the year 1581, the government has given

" particular encouragement to the working of

^^ mines, and has bellowed upon thofe of Fahlun

*^ all forts of privileges, even that of affording

" proteflion to perfons accufed of crimes not

" capital.

" The mine is worked by a fociety or company,

'^ whoTe flock is divided into 1200 {hares, and

" who pay to the crown a fifth part of their profit
j

^' the ore as foon as taken from the earth is fold

*' by this company to the forge-maflers ; and each

" efrate in the neighbourhood, in proportion to its

" fize and value, is obliged to furnifh a certain

" quantity of fuel, according to a rate fettled by

/' the kins;.

" The ore of the different mines of Kopparberg

^* is by no means equally rich, fome yielding only

" one or two per cent, of copper, and fome twenty

'' or thirty. Indeed, all the mines produce much
*^ lefs now than they formerly did j in the middle

*^ of the lafl century 20^21 fchi/p of copper were

^' annually obtained from hence, bur, through

*> the
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" the couH*e of the prefent century, the average

*' annual produce has been 'only from 4 to 6 thou-

" izndjchifp. This decreafe is attributed to the

" falling in of fome vaults, badly excavated by
*' the miners of former times, the ruins of which

*' have fo choaked up the richeft veins, that the

" workmen have not yet been able to open them.

" For fome years the exportation of copper was

" entirely prohibited, and it is now permitted

*' only under certain reftridions, and to a certain

" amount. The domeflic manufa6tures of this

" article are now encouraged by high premiums^

" efpccially thofe of yellow brafs j and thus the

" moft beneficial means are ufed to lelfen the ex-

" portation of it in its unmanufadured ftate.

" In this mine twelve hundred workmen are

" often employed."

Befides the mines of copper, iron, and filver,

there is alfo a gold mine at Adelfors in Smaland

;

but this is worked merely for its filver by feme

adventurers, who are at prefent fcarcely paid their

expences, but proceed in the hope of future profit.

The filver mine at Sahla is of confiderable con-

fequence, but yields to that of iron at Dannemora j

indeed this lad m^y be called the Peru of Sweden,

exceeding in value thofe of copper, and fupporting

by its produce the greateft part of the trade car-

ried on in the country. And fo barren is the fur-

face of the foil in Sweden, that the inhabitants

C 4 may
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may be faid to owe their fubfiftcncc to the riches

thus contained in the bowels of the earth.

I have feen almoft all the provinces, and, ex-

cept Weftmannia, the northern part of Suderma-

nia, the fouthern part of Upland, Oftrogothia and

Scania, I can pronounce them to confift only of

two forts of granite, the one reddilh, and the other

grey. But in this latter province the foil is fertile

and well cultivated, and, notwithftanding the great

number of inhabitants, they confume only half

the corn produced in it, and are able to furnifh the

reft in traffic to their neighbours.

The provinces of Weftragothia, Nericia, Gaf-

tricia, and Dalecarlia, with the northern part of

Upland, and the fouthern part of Sudermania, are

only hideous rocks and immenfe deferts, with

gloomy woods of fir-trees of thirty or forty leagues

in length. In the mountainous country there are

many indifputable traces of fome terrible revolution

of the earth ; and the rocks heaped on rocks, in

many extenfive places to a molt aftonilliing height,

recall the idea of the giants wars, or rather indeed

feem to be certain proofs of that great convulfion

of nature which many naturalifls believe to have

happened, although in ages fo remote as to be re-r

corded only in the marks of deftrudlion and violence

which yet remain. At leaft Sweden, above alj

other countries, feems to afford the moft materials

for the fupport of fuch a fyftem.

u
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It has fometimes happened that I have travelled

for four-and-twenty hours through woods and

rocks, in which I have literally feen no other ha-

bitations than thofe of the Chivergoors, a fort of

peafant poft-mafters, who live at the diftance of

two, three, and fometimes of four leagues from

each other, in wooden cabins, that hold them-

felves, their horfes, and their corn, placed in a

fmall fquare fpot of ground, in which they plant

hops. Thefe people fcarcely kiiow the ufe of

herbs, and eat only bread diluted with xr.illc or

water, yet with this they and their families feem

cheerful and contented, and can hardly conceive a

happier mode of exiftence than their own. They

are good natured and honeft beyond example, and

are very robuft and healthy, efpecially in Dale-

carlia. After the age of forty, they permit their

beards to grow, and this, joined to one's knowledge

of their fimplicity and frugality, gives them a very

refpefbable appearance.

The ftorm, which I have already mentioned to

you once or twice, begins to lower, and I have

hopes of paffing over to Elfineur to-morrow, and

dining at Droningaard, an eftate belonging to my

friends, the C . . . . s. When I have a little re--

covered from my fatigue, I fhall haften to fend

you fome extrads from my notes, and to commu-

nicate the information obtained in a journey which

J certainly undertook with very eager hopes, and

in
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in which I have tailed many varieties of en-

joyment.

In the mean time I feize the opportunity of

better weather to view the fituation and the en-

virons of Helfingbiirgj where I now jremain, as at

all times and in all places.

Your &c. &c.

LETTER IV.

Drotiingaard, Sept. . . . 17S5.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

X HE activity and tur-

bulence of my life for fortie months paft, is well

contrafted and rewarded by the peaceful flate in

which I now enjoy the kindnefs of my friends, and

the luxuries of a delightful gountry:- A con-

venient dwelling, the charms of a cheerful and

unreftrained fociety, and a delicious feafon calling

forth all the beauties of variegated nature, are

the principal features of this happy fcene. We
have here a' wood fcparated by many pleafing

walks, and well filled with flags and hinds, a no-

ble lake, and a garden entirely laid out in the

Englifli tafle, with a hermitage, 'fhrubberies, ri-

vulets and cafcadcs. The hills which rife on the

oppofite fide of the lake, in fome places cultivated

and laid out in pallures, and in others covered with

villages, calllcs, and country- houfcs, offer fuch a

continual
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continual variety of rural pleafurcs, as takes off

all renaembrance of my late fatigues, I have

alfo the plcafure of your correfpondencej and the

fatisfadion of hearing frequently from thofe ii)

whofe welfare I am moil incerefled.

I fhall now proceed with my account of Sweden,

andj to give fome order to my defcriptions, begin

with Helfingburg, the firfl town at which you arrive

after quitting the dominions of Denmark at El^

fineur. My journal will direct me in this cor-

refpondence, and I fliall communicate to you not

only what I have icen, but what I have been

able to learn from good authorities among the

Swedes themfelves, upon fubjed:s concerning

which I was defirous of information. I had the

liappinefs of being recommended to perfons who

were able to give me very exaft intelligence,

and who furnilhed me with feveral memoirs, con-

taining fome curious and particular details.

After dining v/ith the rich nrrerchajtits, Fenwick

a^,d. Godin, to whom I had a letier of recom-

mendation, I embarked at Elfmeur, on Friday the

6th of May, every thing neceJGTary having been

previoufly provided by thefe gentlemen. 1 he

ftrait which feparates Sweden from Denmark, is

about a mile in breadth. I paffed it in about half

an hour in as pleafant weather as could be wiflied.

The embarkation at Elfineur is performed in the

iriOil convenient and ready manner i but atHel-

fingbiirg
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fingburg there is not even a quay to receive you;

and the broken carriage in which you are obhged

to truft yourfelf, is in continual danger of break-

ing or falling into the fea, even though it ihould

not be difturbed by wind.

On leaving Denmark you are ftruck with a prof-

peft, the beauties of which it is impoffible to de-

fcribe : Elfineurj the caftle of Cronenburg, with

its v/oody heights, the roads filled with velTels of

every nation, and the fhores of Denmark crowned

with villages, country houfes, and woods, combine

to produce the delightful efFe6l of this extraordi-

nary coup-d'ceil. The Swedifh fhore, though by

no means equally beautiful, opens to you feveral

pifturefque fituations j and there is a tower of very

refpeftable antiquity, which, from the top of a

high mountain, commands the town of Helfing-

burg, fituated between it and the found.

This town contains about twelve

Helsingburg. hundred inhabitants, who live

chiefly by fifhing and agricul-

ture : there are, however, fome manufaflures ; and

the profitable neighbourhood of Ramlos, where

the nobility of Scania aflemble to drink the wa-

ters in the feafon, gives a tolerably flourifhing ap-

pearance to the place, which the continual paflage

of travellers between the two kingdoms, and the

garrifon, confiding of a fquadron of huflars, alfo

contribute
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contribute to improve. The feafon at Ramlos

begins in the middle of July.

At feven in the evening, my voiture being re-

fitted and ready, I fet out for Gothenburg, where

I arrived on funday night, exadly eight-and-forty

hours after my departure from Helfingburg *. In

this journey I travelled day and night, and flopped

only at a few fmall places, which fcarcely deferve

the name of towns, fuch as Engelholm in Scania,

Laholm^ Halmfladt, Falkenburg, Warberg, and

Koiigfbacka, all in Halland, a province fituated

along the north fea, or rather along a gulph of

that fea, formed between Jutland and Sweden, and

called Schaggerack or Cattegat.

This province, in its general afpeft.

Province prefents only an hideous obje6t to

OF the eye, and fills the mind with

Halland, ideas of fome terrible devaftation of

nature. For the fpace of eight miles,

the diftance between the villages Morop and

OfTa, I could not perceive one tree, the humble

juniper alone growing upon the little mofs which

covers the rocks. Thefe villages are Mot lefs

wretched than the country in which they are fi-

tuated; you fee no habitations but thofe of the

peafants, who are obliged to furnifh horfes to tra-

vellers ; and meet no human being but fome mi-

* The diftance from Helfingburg to Goihenburg Is generally

computed at twenty-one Swedish miles, orfiiL) French leaguts.

ferable
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ferable fhepherds, whofe flieep ftraggle among th<<

rocks, in fearch of the fcanty mofs which is

their only food.

The five miferable places in Halland> which

they call towns, are now to be defcribed.

Halmfladt, which hr^s a manu-

HalmstadTo fafture of cloth, and a celebrated

fifhery for falmon, contains about

two thoufand inhabitants, and is the only one of thefe

towns pofTcfTed of walls and gates. It is therefore

honoured with the fine name of a capital, and has

a garrifon confiding of a company of hufTars, of

the fame regiment with thofe at Heifingbiirg.

AtWarberg there is alfo a company

Warburg, of hufTars, and near it a fortrefs,

- which defends the entrance of a fort

of port, into which fmall vefTels run for fhelter.

The inhabitants catch herrings and other fifh in

the North Sea i and I am allured that this port,

which is now only fufficient for a few fmall pinks,

would formerly have received the largeft fleets.

This decreafe, as upon the other coafts of Sweden,

has been gradually produced; and is attributed by

many learned men to the falling of the fea, which

they believe to have retired from all the coafls of

this kingdom. I fhall perhaps take up this fubje6t

hereafter.

T At Laholm, where I faw the ruins of
l-^AHOLM.

. ^
a fire, much had confumed hah the

town
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town before my arrival, I met the Swedifh

colonel, Wrangel, who as well as myfelf, waited

for horfes. He told me that he had ferved

in France in the war of 1744, and vyas at the taking

of Bergen-op-Zoom, where he became very well

acquainted with Dutch bravery. That after the

peace he had taken a journey into Holland, to

which country he was fo much attached, that he

never received a greater pleafure than when he was

fortunate enough to meet a Dutchman. In tef-

timony of this good will, he made me partake of

his provifions ; and we drank together to the prof-

perity of a country which, at the age of more

than fixty, he profelfed himlelf every day inclined

to re-vifit. Upon our partingj he gave me fome

inftru6lions for my journey, which I afterwards

found very ferviceable.

At Kongfbacka (or King^s

KoNGSBACKA. Mountain) a little hamlet at v/hich

I changed horfes, two miles on.

this fide Gothenburg, I met General Daniel, the

governor of that city and of tlie province of

Weilragothia, of which it is the capital. He was

going, in quality of infpeftor, to review fome re-

giments in garrifon in Scania. When I prefented

myfelf to his Excellency, he received me with

great politenefs, gave me a recommendation to the

Count de Saltze, commandant of GoJienburg, and

lamented that I Ihould come into his government
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at a time when he was unable to pay me the

honours.

During my wholejourney, the provifions

Inns, put into my wallet at Droningaard by my
friends the C ... s were very ufeful j and

prevented my complaining of a country which,

at the places where you are obliged to change

horfes, affords no other fort of refreihment than

fome excellent milk, and bread of the fort de-

fcribed to you in my letter from Fahlun. I found

the inns upon this road, as in all the other parts of

Sweden, very miferablc. The houfes, being all

of wood, and never wafhed, abound, in fummer,

with every fort of vermin; and the little cribs

without curtains expofe you to the piercing flings

of a moft dreadful number of gnats, while the

beds themfelves contain various forts of infedls,

againft which even the mattrefs that I carried

with me proved a very feeble defence.

You are recompenfed, however, for the

Roads, fare, and the beds at the inns, by the ex-

cellence of die roads, which, though a

little rough in fome parts of the mountainous

country, may rival thofe fo much boafted of in

England. The bottom of thefe, except in Scania,

where there is a good deal of fand, is a hard rock j

and their breadth is fuch, that four voitures may

eafily pafs at a time, even in the narrowed part.

The bed of gravel, which they lay upon the top,

is
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is alfo fo beaten and compared, as to have no

whfre any appearance of a rut. This is to be

underftood, however, chiefly of the high roads and

thofe they call royal ; and upon thefe you may

travel with great eafe and rapidity, the horfes,

though very fmall, being ftrong and fwift.

The order eftablifhed in the conduift

Posts, of thefe, is very convenient to ftrangers

and travellers, but equally burthenfome

to the peafants, and highly prejudicial to agricul-

ture. Of this you may judge from the following

account. In all the high, and even in the crofs

roads, poft-mafters are appointed, (chiverboors)

who are alfo a fort of innkeepers (gaft-vry-hous) and

have under their diredlion a certain number of

peafants. The peafants, in their turn, and accord-

ing to the value of their farms, are obliged to

provide one, or, fometimes, two fervants, with

one, tv/o, three, four, or more horfes, which re-

main in vv'aiting for twenty-four hours, and are

then fucceeded by others. If any traveller arrives,

they are paid for their time and trouble, if not,

they lofe both. You muft perceive that thefe fer-

vices are very opprelTive, and cannot be performed

without great detriment to the cultivation of ef-

tates, although they are not very rigoroufly de-

"manded, efpecially in tiie time of harvefl. i he

horfes are by no means always in waiting; and

unlefs .you fend forward a man and horfe, you may

D be
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be detained a long time for each relay. I therefore

took the precaution ofdifpatching a voorhoode (fo they

call them) and his orders procured every thing to be

in perfedl readinefs. Each poft-mafter, who is com-

monly a peafant himfelf, and obliged tofurnifh horfes

in his turn, has under him an infpedor (hall karl)

who, upon the arrival of a traveller, enquires the

number of horfes wanted, fetches them, and has

them harnefled. He then prelents a journal (dag

hok) divided into feveral columns, in which the

traveller, immediately before hefets off, is required

to write his name and chara6ler, the day and hour

of his arrival, thofe of his departure, the place

from whence he came and to which he is going,

with the number of horfes he takes. One column

in this book is appropriated to complaints, and, if

the traveller makes any, there is another to receive

the defence of the poft-mafter, who, at the end of

each month, is refponfible to government for his

condudt.

Many patriotic writers have reprefented the

grievance of thefe kind of fervices, and propofed

in their ftead a fmall tax upon the peafants, that,

with fome aiTiftance from the ftate or the crown,

would be fufficient for the fupport of poft-horfes,

and a great relief to agriculture, which cannot be

too much encouraged in Sweden. Hitherto, how-

ever, government has not regarded their com-

plaints.
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plaints, though in many other refpeds agriculture

has been greatly attended to and promoted.

I had forgot to tell you that the ufe of hired

voitures is unknown here, and that at no ftage can

you find either a chariot or a poft-chaife. The

traveller muft, therefore, take his own voiture, or

be contented in the carriage of a peafant, with

two or four wheels, in which he may be jolted

perhaps more than he defires. Indeed, the number

of travellers in this kingdom is too fmall to defray

the expence of proper conveniences.

Upon my arrival here at eight

Gothenburg, o'clock at night, I was (lopped at

the barrier, and afked in Swedifh,

" Have you any thing prohibited by the King ?"

but perceiving my ignorance of their language,

they put the fame queftion to me in German, and

I anfwered " No." " Who is Monfieur ?

" A Dutch officer, travelling for his pleafure."

—

" Has Monfieur nothing?" " Nothing but his

" night-cap and a little linen :" to affure them of

which, I dropped a billet for fix daalders hooper

munty and was immediately anfwered by " Pafs,

" Monfieur." Having got over the bridge, I

came to a gate, and was addrelTed by an offi':'er,

" Who is Monfieur ? From whence comcb he ? and

" Whither is he going ?"— *' I am a Dutch officer,

" on myjourney from Copenhagen to Stockholm."

— ^' Monfieur will Ihew me his paffport."—

I

D 2 produced
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produced it:—" Very well, Moiifieur, this mufi:

" be figned by the captain of the Grand Guard, and

*' you will receive it at your inn." " Officer, your

" fervant."—" Good night, Monfieur." A few

fmacks of the coachman's whip foon brought me

to my inn, where I wiflied for nothing fo much as

a fupper and a good night's reft, and was juil

ftepping into bed, when I was furprifed by the

found of clarinets, hautboys, French-horns, and a

trumpet. I ran to the window, and my fervant,

whom I had fent to enquire what was the matter,

brought me word that thefe were the muficians of

the Count de Saltze's regiment, who came to

welcome the arrival of a Dutch officer, or, in

in plain terms, to beg by means of mufic. After

liftening to a few marches, I difmiffed them

with fome money, and defired they might drink to

the health of the Prince of Orange. This fort of

-ferenade is common at Gothenburg upon the ar-

.Tival of a ftranger -, but I have fince paft through

inany garrifon towns without receiving fuch an

honour, for which I have confoled myfelf by the

poffeffion of my daalders and plottes. The mufic

was gone, and I had prepared to ftretch out my
limbs, almoft diflocated by ajolting of cight-and-

forty hours, upon my uncurtained bed, wlien a

rapping at the gate again prevented mc. They

opened it, and admitted a hero of about two pence

a day, covered with feathers, and rofes of ribbands,

fomething
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ibmething in the falhion of Henry the Fourth's

time. " My officer," fays he, " I have brought

" your pafTport figned by the captain."— *' Ah,
*' my friend, how comes it you fpeak French ?"

—

" Thank God, captain, I am a Frenchman. A
" wifh to fee the world leads me, by turns, into

" the fcrvice of many powers : ^hen I am tired,

*^ I defert, and, as my figure is of the military

" height, I never want bread. I can, befides, drefs

" hair, and fhall be proud of ferving Monfieur the

" Capitain in that way." I took the pafTport,

thanked him for his offer, and difmifled him.

He went, however, with a very lingering pace,

and at laft, with a certain arrangement of his fin-

gers,—" It is ufual. Captain, upon thefe occafions"

—" I underftand you, my friend, here's fome-

^^ thing for you."—" Oh ! Captain, I abfolutely

" muft enter once more into the fervice of Hol-

" land— brave, generous Dutchmen !— but a good

^' night to my mod noble captain." He flew

down flairs by leaps of four at a time, and I

ftretched myfelf upon my crib, where, in fpite of

the mufic of the gnats, I foon fell afieep. You

are now, perhaps, willing to do the fame 3 and,

therefore, I conclude, with alTuring you, that, in

every fuuation, I am, &c. &C.

D 3 LET-
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L E T T E R V.

Droningaard, Sept. . . . 1785.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

Y OU will believe that I

did not long delay my examination of a city fo ce-

lebrated for commerce, and fecond only to Stock-

holm in point of beauty and grandeur.

Gothenburg, then, is fituated upon a bank of

the river Goth, which ifTues from the grand lake •

Wennern *
^ and, at the dillance of a great league

below the city, empties itfelf into the Schaggerack.

A canal, which communicates with this river, di-

vides the city into two parts, and, with Ibme

beautiful linden trees on each fide, gives it very

much the air of a Dutch town. Behind thefe

trees ftand two rows of well-built houfes, and,

among the latter, that of the Eaft India Company,

which is very large.

This company was efta-

India Company. i)liflied in the late reign by

Henry Koning, a rich mer-

chant of Stockholm, who, in the year 173 1, ob-

tained a grant of an exclufive trade to India for

* The lake Wennern is the largeft in Sweden, being leckoned

fourteen miles in length, and feven in breadth.

iifceea
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fifteen yeafs. Tlie grant was renewed in 1746,

and in 1753 the company, which had been hitherto

known under the firm of Koning and Co. alTumed

the name of the Swedifh Eaft India Company. In

1762, another grant was obtained for twenty years,

which, however, the company did not begin to

enjoy till 1766.

During the firft years, they fent fome veflels to

India, efpecially to Bengal ; but their real com-

merce is with China, whither they fend annually

one or two veflels, and receive from thence as

many in return. The goods are generally fold in

Oftober by public audtion, to which many foreign

merchants refort.

The merchants of Gothenburg, as

Internal well as thofe of Stockhohn, have

Commerce, the advantage of circulating thdr

commodities through the interior

parts of the kingdom; the firft by the fluices

of Edet and Trohhelta, which open to them

the navigation of the lake Wennern, the latter by

thofe of Arboga, which affords an entrance into that

of Hielmarn. Befldes the confiderable trade car-

ried on by the India Company, Gottenburg has

many profitable branches of commerce, among

which is the fole fifhery of herrings for exporta-

tion. For^more than a century, this fifh deferted

the fhores of Sweden ; they appeared again in

1740, and the quantity is now fo great, as to form

D 4 one
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one of the moft abundant articles of trade. The
city itfelf is jnaccefTible by large veffels 3 thefe^

therefore, remain in the roads, and difcharge their

cargoes into others of lefs burthen, which come as

far as a fuburb, called Haga, very little fmaller or

lefs populous than the city. In this fuburb are

flocks for building veffels, and every thing elfe

relative to the maritime department of their com-

merce. The goods are carried from thence to

Gottenburg, by means of the canal above-mxcn-

tioned, and unladen at the very doors of the ware-

houfes in which they are depofited.

Between the fuburb Hagay and

Vauxhall. the city, there is a fort of or-

chard, which they call Vauxhall^

with a raifed orcheflra in the middle, that nearly

fills it, and g, circular row of boxes, in which the

company fit and take refreihments. The inhabi-

tants of Gottenburg are as proud of this Vauxhallj

as the Englifh of theirs, although the difference

is fo great, that it is abfurd to make a comparifon

between them.

The play-houfe, though fmall, is pretty^ and

the performers, I am told, tolerably good j but

of this, as they exhibit only in the v/inter, I had

no opportunity of judging.

The Count de Sakze, comqnander

Parade, of the garrifon, to whom I paid my
refpefts, received me with much po-

litenefs,
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iitenefs, and, after a walk to the parade, detained

me to dinner. There, however, I could not help

obferving the unfitnefs of the national habit to

military ufe, as it expofes the leaft defe6t in fize or

Oiape, and is only proper for light, well-propor-

tioned men. The round hats, rofes of ribbands,

yellow and blue fcarfs, with plumes of feathers of

the fame colours, give the officers and foldiers an

air by far too theatrical. The garrifon is com-

pofed of the regiment of Saltze, which makes part

of the levied forces.

The army is divided into leyied forces, and

national troops.

Thefe are always marching

Levied Forces, regiments, and are garrifoned

in the towns fituated upon

the Schaggerack, the Sound, the Baltic, and the

Gulph of Finland, and in fome fortrelTes of the

frontiers and Pomerania. They are compcfed of

deferters from all nations, and of apprentices and

fervants of bad conduct, whom, as well as vaga-

bonds, they enlift by force. Theic form nine re-

giments of infantry, including the foot-guards and

the artillery. There is alfo a regiment of rruHars,

and a body of light-horfe. The regiment of

guards is divided into two battalions, eacii bac-

jtalion containing eight companies of ii.u.q'ie'Lsers,

and one of grenadiers, and each company lOO men.

The whole number of thefe forces is as follows

:

Tiic
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The regiment of foot-guards, a batt. Men
18 comp. — — 1800

The regiment of artillery, 3 batt. each

batt. 1 000 men — — 3000

Three regiments, each 1 200 men - 3600

Four regiments, each 800 men ~ 32CO

A corps of chaiTeurs — — 400

A regiment of huffars, 2 fquad. each

fquad. 150 men — — 300

Light-horfe, 4 comp. 100 in each — 400

12,700

The regiments of guards and artillery are clothed

once in two years, the others once in three.

The whole is done by contraft, at the expence of

the crown, which alfo pays to each foldier 32

daalders ftlber munt annually. They are likewife

lodged and fed, and have one pair of ll>eres in a

year. The troops in garrifon in Pomerania have

fomething more pay.

As there is no cartel of exchange

Deserters, between Sweden and Denmark, de-

ferters are enlifted in each king-

dom. When the Sound is frozen over they gene-

rally find fome means of efcaping, notwithftand-

ing every precaution ufed to prevent it. At that

time piquets from the garrifons of all t\\Q ports in

Sweden and Denmark, are ftationed upon the ice

at
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at proper diftances. They go out at the dufk of

evening, form large femi-circles round all the

places at which the foldiers can efcape, and return

when the day appears. Immediately after the fhut-

ting of the gates they vifit the quarters of the men;

this is repeated every two hours, and as foon as a

man is miffed, they give notice by the difcharge of

a cannon j upon this fignal, the piquets gradually

approach each other, and the poor criminal,

thus furrounded, is immediately taken away to

certain flavery. But the attempt is generally made

in very dark nights, when it is common for the de-

ferters to pafs through the piquets^ and fo efcape.

And fometimes the piquets themfelves defert, with

the inferior officers by whom they are commanded.

The national troops are divided

National into 21 regiments of infantry, not

Troops. containing equal numbers, but a-

mounting in the whole to

23,000 men.

Seven regiments of cavalry — 7,coo

And four regiments of dragoons 3,000

33,000

Thefe men are levied from the lands belonging

to the crown, the holders of which are obliged to

contributes not only to the fupport of the troops,

but
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but of a great part ©f the clergy, and civil ofEcers.

The eftates (hemmans) are divided into rottesy and

each rotte is charged in a fettled proportion, the

beft with the fupport of cavalry, the others with

that of infantry.

An eftate of fifty daalders ftlber mundty annual

rental, is called a rujihollj or hemman charged with

the equipment and fupport of a horfeman ; and an

eftate of forty fuch daalders conftitutes an haajie-

hemman I or eftate charged with the fupport of a

horfe. There are other eftates (foerdels hemmans)

which contribute only a certain proportion of pay^

and fome, called foermedlins hemmans^ which are

liable to be charged in both refpedts.

They ought, in general, to furnilh each foldier

with a chamber and ftove, a barn, a ftable, a fmall

fpot of ground for the growth of cabbages and

hops, with hay and ftraw for the fupport of a cow,

and a certain quantity pf wood and charcoal. This

fort of eftate is called a boftelle. The foldier is, be-

fides, entitled to an annual payment o( ten daalders

filber munt for a great coat, and receives, every

three years, one pair of llioes, and one of ftockings.

When new uniforms are wanted, the crown fup-

plies the cloth and materials, but the expence of

making is difcharged by aflelTments upon the ef-

tates 5 and, on the promotion of a foldier to the

rank of an inferior officer, the rotte to which he

{)£longs is obliged to fupply another,.

This



( 45 )

This whole fyftem, being intended chiefly for

the encouragement of agriculture, each polTeflbr of

a hofielle is enjoined,

ift. To attend to the cultivation of the fields.

2dly. To clear annually, and for a ftipulated

price, a certain quantity of uncultivated land, if

there is any fuch in the neighbourhood of the

boftdle.

jdly. To grow, if poflible, a linnited number

<^f hop-poles. And,

4thly. To encreafe each year, if it can be done,

the quantity of meadow ground.

Every third year, and upon each change of a tenant,

the eftate of the hoftelle is furveyed by infpeclors,

who make deductions from the pay of the occupier

for any waiie that may have been occafioned by

negligence j and when there is no uncultivated ground

to be cleared, the foldier is obliged, at a fcLtled

.price, CO aflifl his landlord in the labours of the

field.

The hoftelles of the officers are of different

value in proportion to their rank ; the colonel has

his in the center of the divifion, and that of each

captain is fituated amongft thofe of the officers in

his company. The pay of a Colonel of Infantry is

d^o daaldersfilher muatj and of one of cavalry 1 500

;

of a Captain of Infantry 200, of Cavalry 300.

An ordinary horfeman or dragoon has 1 5, and a foot

foldier 10 daalders filber munt.

The
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The fegiments are, in genera], filled with Swedes

and compofed of very handfome fellows ; the

rottes, from which the levies are made, always

chufing their ftouteft and beft proportioned men,

who are afterwards fubmitted to the colonel,

without whofe approbation they are not received.

In diilri6ts where the bojielles are not very remotely

difperfed, the foldiers aflemble by companies every

funday, to be exercifed by their officers and fer-

jeants. The whole regiment is brought together,

once a year, in the fpring, and is then encamped

for three weeks in its own diftrift. In every third

or fourth year, encampments of feveral regiments

together are formed in fome province, which is

generally the center of many diftrids ; and, for

the reft of their time, thefe military hufbandmenj

who are inrolled for life, employ themielves in the

ordinary labours of cultivation. They are, hov/-

ever, frequently vifited by the officers and ferjeants,

"who infpeft their clothes, arms, and military ac-

coutrements.

The cavalry has no pike-men ; their duty being

performed by the inferior officers, who alio teach

the troops to ride j and each foldier is obliged to

dfefs and exercife his own horfe.

Befides the feven regiments of cavalry, there is

a corps of horfe in garrifon at Stockholm, fup-

ported by afrefliTienis upon the divifions of the

eftates.
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cftates. This corps efcorts the Royal family, and

contains 150 men, who have each the rank of

cornet.

In time of war, thefe divifions alfo contribute

by certain taxes to the fupply of forage, tranfports,

and provifions : the remainder of the expence is

defrayed by the crown.

Allotments or divifions of the crown lands were

firft planned by Guftavus Vafa, and the fcheme

was adopted and propofed by feveral of his fuc-

ceflbrs j but Guftavus Adolphus and his daughter

Chriftina, having by fales, mortgages, or gifts,

alienated the greateft part of their domains, in re-

wards to the nobility, the execution of the plan was

for a time impoffible. At length, Charles the

eleventh, having recovered, by different compen-

fations, many of thefe eftates, and diftributed

bojielles to his officers, added feveral other hemmans

and rottes for the foldiery; and in 1697, the

whole affair of indelnings-werket^ or allotments,

was finally fettled.

A patriotic v/riter* undertakes to prove that

thefe allotments, fo far from being favourable to

agriculture, are upon the whole highly detrimental

:

" Por the farms or hcftelles^ being held by perfons

who confider them only as temporary pofTelTions,

every advantage is drained from them for the pre-

fent, although by means which In the end may

* M. Faggot.

prove
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prove deftruftive to the land." He therefore pfo-

pofes " That, inftead of allotments, quit-rents

Ihall be eftablifhed, which the crown fliall levy,

and apply to the fupport of the army."

To this it is replied, " That the great attention

given to the fuperintendance of thefe bofielles ren-

ders the abufe of them very difficult; that the

foldier, being, by this plan, rendered a landholder,

confiders himfelf as a citizen of his country, and

may be fuppofed to feel the greater zeal for its

defence \ that this army, which forms the (trength

of the ftate, being never upon the march or col-

lected in bodies, but when necefllty requires it, not

even appearing in regiments more than once a year,

is mAich lefs expenfive than if fupported upon the

footing of levied or garrifon troops ; and that,

therefore, the advantages of the prefent method

are much greater than the evils propofed to be re-

medied." They alfo urge the advantages derived

from the prefent pradice, on the fcore of popula-

tion, the foldier being now enabled to marry and

propagate colonifls, for diilrid:s yet uncultivated.

The cor-ps de genie is divided into fix brigades, re-

ading at Stockholm, Gothenburg and Carlfcroon,

and in Scania, Finland and Fomerania. In each

place, the fortifications are entrulled to their care,

and each brigade contains,

A Colonel of Brigade,-

Quarter Mailer,

Lieutenant
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Lieutenant General,

Captain Mcchanift,

Captain for tuitionj

Lieutenant Defigner,

Lieutenant Modeller, and fome Conduflars.

The whole body is Gomrnanded by two Directors

General, one for Sweden, the other for Pomerania,

each of whom has an Aide de Camp. A profeffor

belonging to the corps refides at Stockholm.

An honourable and comfortable provifion has

alfo been made for military men, by a penfion

bank, inftituted in 1757, the fubfcribers to which,

paying annually fix per cent of the value of their

appointments, afcer tweniy-five years of fervice,

and fubfcription reckoned from the 20th year of

their age, are entitled, upon retiring from the

army, to their full pay for life.

The whole arrangement and management of

the National army, is admirably adapted to a

country in which troops are wanted chiefly for de-*

fence. The foldier who has cultivated the foil is

its beft and moft natural defender; the enemies to

his country he efteems as enemies to his perfon ;

and, having a mutual intereft in the prefervation

of the kingdom, wich every other inhabitant of it,

he knows that when he expofes his life for his king,

he is taking the moil eff>:dual means to preferve his

family and his property. Indeed, the kingdom of

Sweden, in whatever light we cvvfifider it, feems

E muvh
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much better fuited for defence than conqueft ; and

this feudal diftribution of the land fhonld be va-

lued as a circumftance above all others tending to

promote its intereft.

I return from this digrefllon to

The whole defence of this city

Gothenburg, on the fouthern fide, where the

port is fituated, confifts of a wall

of free-ftone, fixed and cemented upon the rock

itfelf, and lurrounded with a large ditch, into

which they have contrived to bring the water of the

Molndaly a river which empties itfelf into the Goth.

The reft of the city is built chiefly upon two rocks,

and the entrance of the port is defended by a guard-

Iliip, and a fort of fome ftrength, called Elibourg.

Among the acquaintance which a refidence of

eight days at Gothenburg, enabled me to make, I

cannot omit to mention Mr. de Lifle, the French

Conful, and Mr. Aelftroom, a rich merchant. I

had letters to them both from my friends the

C . . . . s, and found in the former a man of

great information and amiable manners, who, by

his readinefs to afford me a fight of every thing

remarkable, and his communications upon a va-

riety of interefting fubjefts, contributed much to

my enjoyments at Gothenburg. The latter, an in-

telligent man of bufmefs, gave me an open in-

vitation to his houfe, where I met with a very hof-

pitable reception.

It
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It is now time that I fliould conclude, by aflur-

inc; voii how much I am, &c. &c. &c.

LETTER VI.

Droningaard, 0£l. . . . 1785,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

Trolhetta. 1 quitted Gothenburg at the open-

ing of the gates, on Monday the

... of May, and partly by following the northern

direction of the river Goth, near a chain of

rocks, whofe horrid afpeft was fingularly contrafted

by the beauty of the oppofite ihore, partly by

climbing over thefe rocks themfelves, upon the

fides of fome very terrible precipices, I arrived at

nine o'clock at nieht at the famous fall of the

Gothe, at Trolhetta. This fpeflacle, which it is

fo much more cafy to conceive than defcribe, is

formed by the feparation of the river into two

parts, of which one takes its courfe over a decli-

vity of an hundred or an hundred and fifty feet

;

and the other, failing perpendicularly, forms a

cataraci of thirty-two ieet in height. At thediftance

of fome paces from the fall, a fiiw-mill is turnedt

by a part of the water ; and the foam which, arif-

ing from the fall, fpreads itfelf to fome diftance,

the fpray from the innumerable cafcades of thq

£ a other
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other half of the. river, the gulphs and whii'lpools^

formed at the bottom, with the noife occafioned

by this mill, and by fo many falls of water, prefent

a terrible and magnificent fcene, in the midft of

which fome rocks arife, from whence you have an

opportunity of viewing the whole at once. This

cataraft interrupts the navigation of the grand lake

Wennern by Wennerfburg, a fmall market town

fituated upon the ftraight, through which the river

Goth iffues from the lake, in its courfe towards

the Scaggerrak, below Gothenburg. Above Trol-

hetta, the navigation is performed by means of

fome confiderable flu ices, which very well deferve

attention.

In this journey from Gothenburg tO'

Edet. Trolhetta, I pafled through the fmall vil-

lage ofEdet, where the river precipitates its

whole flood, but in a fall of inconfiderable height,

and by no means fo beautiful as that of Trolhetta.

The village is, however, remarkable for a canal

which they are now hollowing through the rock,

in order to give a paffage, by means of fluices, to

4 part of the river. Six or feven hundred men

are employed upon the work, which, with the

fluices at Trolhetta, form part of a grand plan

for joining the Baltic with the North Sea, by

means of a communication cut throusfh the

kingdom. Thefe fluices, which.yet want much of

being finifhcd,. will afford an uninterrupted navi-

gation
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gatlon from Carlftadt in PFertneland, at th,e cor-

thern extremity of the lake M'^emiern, to Gothen^

burg i and if ever tht- difficulties which oppofe the

junflion of this lake with that of HieImam by Ore-

bro (hall be overcome, they may then, by the

communication of the latter with lake Malern,

through the fltiices of Arboga, tranfport all kinds

of merchandifes, in one veffel, from Gothenburg

to Stockholm, and thus open a palTage between the

North Sea and the Baltic.

Having remained at Trolhctta about two hours,

obferving the fpedlacle of the cataradl, which I

could not willingly quit, I again betook myfelf

to the voiture \ and, after a moft haraffing jour-

ney of that night and the next day, arrived about

lo in the evening at

A fmall town of Weflragpthia.

Falkioping, The crofs roads by which I

travelled, lay over the moft dif-

ficult mountains and rocks, and the continual

jolts of my voiture efFe(5tijally prevented fleep j I

therefare thought Falkioping a comfortable place

of refuge, although, of all the towns of Sweden,

this is perhaps the worft. You are to imagine a

large unpaved ditch, in which they have ftuck a

row of wooden huts, with coverings of turf or

mofs, and doors four feet high. The chiverhouSi

or inn, at which I lodged, was the beft houfe in

the place, to which they have given the name of

£3 a city.
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a city, though it has neither walls nor gates, and

is furrounded only by an enclofure of rotten ju-

niper trees. To prove, however, that it is a tov/n,

they make you pay for a double poft upon your

departure.

After Tupping upon boiled eggs, the only food

to be obtained in the place, I ftretched myfelf upon

a bed, or rather crib, with all my ufual clothing,

and the additional envelopement of my Jchantz

Ico-per. I was awaked about three in the morning

by a moft tumultuous buzzing of gnats, flies and

other infefls, ifluing from the convenient recep-

tacle of my crib, from which they foon drove me,

to employ myfelf in writing, till the arrival of my

horfes delivered me from this kind of purgatory.

I took the road to Maricftadt, fituated upon

the lake Wennern, and there, at feven o'clock at

night, again entered upon the great royal road,

which runs from Gothenburg by Trolhetta to

Wennerfburg, and from thence, after coafting the

lake, reaches Stockholm through Orebro and Ar-

boga. I had quitted this route at Trolketta, to

gratify a curiofity which I was foon made to re-

pent by the inconveniences of crofs-roads. From

Falkioping, however, though ftill upon one of thefe

ro^.ds, my journey v/as fomewhat more eafy, and

I was again gratified by the fight of a level country,

dirtributed into beautiful meadows and well cul-

tivated fields.

Regiment
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At Klojirety a ftage four

Regiment of miles from Falkioping, I heard

Cavalry of an encampment of this re-

OF giment, near Bolum, a village

Westrogothia. about half a league diftant.

There I arrived about nine in

the morning, and, leaving my volture and fer-

vant upon the high-road, walked alone towards a

large plain, where the encampment was formed,

and the regiment at that time drawn out to be

manoeuvred. I was in uniform, with a white hat,

my fword under my arm, and in boots, but without

ipurs. After about a quarter of an hour, an of-

ficer on full gallop rode up, and, politely accofting

me, enquired who I was. 1 defcribed myfelf as a

Dutch officer, who, travelling from curiofity, and

hearing of the encampment, came to fee it on his

way.—" Would Monfieur choofe to ride?" I

thanked him for his politenefs, and as he rode

away, his cane difcovered him to be the adjutant.

In a minute afterwards he returned with another

officer, the Major, to whom I paid my refpeds,

and who made me the fame offer of a horfe. Having

neither the proper hat nor any fpurs, I would wil-

lingly have been excufedj but the Major's po-

litenefs prevailing, he conducted me to the Co-

lonel, and, after a formal introduction, prefented

me a horfe. When I had followed the regiment

E 4 through
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16 mtwseuvres, the colonel gave me an

iuiiLMioa tD dine wiib fome officers, a pleafure

nixcfa I couki not accept, having dhpatched a

VMriir^ with orders for horfcs at all the ftages as

6r as Marufo^t. The Major attended me to my
WHture, and juil befc-c my departure enquired my
Banr.e and rank. He then g^ive me his name, the

B^rem de Cinet i and added, that he had been par-

ficubiiy intimaie with Mr. di Hacptr^iy during die

lefidencc of die latter at Stockholm, as Envoy

fxrraofdinary from the States Genera].

You arc without doubt curious to know Ibme-

thing of this regiment. It is national, that is,

raifed from the allotments, and contains a thoufand

vien, which, as in moil of the other regioients of

cxTiliy, are divided into eight Tquadrons. The

maiKEUTrcs were, in general, by no means bril-

liant, and the foldicrs, thou^ofgood appearance,

"were badly mounted i yet, coiiiidering the length

of their front, they went through fome changes of

the line, and devd<^>ernents of the column, with

tolerable execution. When about co retreat, the

Banking pardes are ranged in two lines upon the

-flanks, where they remain imm.oveable, condnually

loading and difcharging their piftols, while the

resimecr retires along their lines. But their

grand atiack was ceid.er fpirited nor regular j and

in-cecd very litde fldil is to be expected in troops,

3 who.
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who, except curing rr.eir encampment? of three

weeks, are nrver brought together in amos, doc

accuftomed eren to the moimdng of a guard.

Moalieur the Major and myfclf haring ex-

changed affiirances of remembraace, I puriued my
journey, and, as the diftance from Falkioping in-

creafed, found die roads more even, and the rocks

and precipices lefs tremeodous. At length, at

about two leagues from Mirieftadr, the foil

beca--ne an enrire flat, and I pifled through one of

the mc^ beaucinil plains I had ever beheld, co-

vered with a deiightiul crop of rye.

During this whole joumer, as in the preceding,

I fhould have been corideirned to preserve a per-

fccz 12R, bur for the wallet which my friends had

fo well fiirniftied in Denmark. Krikkelrrve, milk,

and fonietimes eggs are the only pro¥i6ons to be

found in the houles of the pealants, where even

the ule of wine is unknown, its place being iup-

plied by a fort of bad beer brewed by themfelvcs.

But the wild ftrawberrie?, which were then ripe, often

made a part ofmy repafts: thefc, though finall, are

well flavoured, and the woods contain them in

fuch quantities, that at every fi^ge the children fcr

g trifle are re^idv to bring you a bafket full.

I am, ^c. &:c.

L Z
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L E T T T E R VII.

Droningaard, Oft. . . . 1785.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

Mariestadt. JVTaRIESTADT is a pretty

town, fituated, as I have already

told you, uponthe Lake Wennern. It was built by

Charles IX. who gave it the name of Marieftadt, in

honour of his queen, Anna-Maria. The fituation,

which is very beautiful, is the mofl remarkable

thing to be told of it, except, indeed, that there I

paflfed a comfortable night. Having viewed the

whole neighbourhood at my leifure, I fet out on

the afternoon after my arrival, and reached Orebro,

the capital of the province of Nericia, between

four and five the next morning. The diftance is

eleven miles.

The road from Marieftadt to Orebro is the great

royal road, and my journey upon it was very

agreeable.

Some miles from Marieftadt, at a fmall village

called Howa, you enter the province of Nericia.

Here I was detained by the aftoniftiing perfeverance

of an officer, who refufed a bribe of feveral daalders

filber jnunty and perfifted in unpacking my cheft

and portmanteau.

. There
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There is foine hardfhip in being thus fearched at

the entrance of every povince, after having palTed

through the fame ceremony upon the frontiers of

the kingdom. The provincial officers are, how-

ever, feldom rigorous, and the affair generally ends

in a bribe of a few daalders, which I found a fuf-

ficient protection in every other part of my jour-

ney. Prohibited commodities having been circu-

lated in the interior parts of the kingdom, they

take this method of checking a traffic, which, by

the inflexibility of a few fuch officers as that at

Howa, might indeed be foon annihilated. But I

have been informed that he expected a good feizure,

"Whether I am indebted to my countenance or my
voiture for exciting fufpicions of fmuggling, I know

jiot.

Orebro is a town of confiderable

Orebro. fize, and built, like all thofe of Swe-

den, entirely of wood. The houfes

are painted of a reddilli brown colour, and uni-

formly covered with roofs of turf, which are fome-

time? mowed and ornamented with flowers, fo as to

give one a notion of the gardens of Semiramis.

The utility of fuch roofs, in checking the progrefs

of fire is very obvious, and on this account, in

p^rts where turf is not to be had, the houfes of the

peafants are covered with m.ofs, thatch being every

where rejefted, as too dear and dangerous. Bui

before the turf or mofs is laid on, they fprcad over

tiic
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the timber-work of the roofs large fquares of birch

bark, which prevents the rain from penetrating

into the houfcs. In all Orebro there is but one

houfe covered with tiles. This is an ancient feat,

built of freeftone at one corner of the town, and

in it the governor of the province refides. A fmall

river runs before it, and empties itfelf into the lake

Hielmarn, upon the bank of which the tov/n is

fituated. From the top of a fine flone bridge,

built over this river, there is a view of a fall, at

the diftance of fome toiles, down which it pours

its whole breadth; and from the tower there is an-

other charming view, comprifmg the parterres upon

the houfes of the town, the lake, a rich plain co-

vered with cottages and ftanding corn, and the

heights behind, crowned with woods, and clofmgthe

horizon. In the population of this plain, the tra-

veller finds fome recompenfe for the continual foil-

tudes which he pafies through to arrive at it.

Such fccnes, indeed, occur but too feldom in

Sweden, there being at leaft four leagues of wretch-

ed deferts, for one of a populous and well culti-

vated country.

The whole country from Marieftadt to Orebro

is almoft entirely covered with wood, but there are

fome intervening and uncultivated fpaces, filled

with herbs of fponrancous growth. The grounds

in the neighbourhood of Marielladt and Orebro are

well cultivated; and, for three or four leagues

round
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round each, there were crops of wheat, oats, and

flax, with rye as high and as copious as I had ever

feen any. About fome villages, and upon the

banks of the rivers, I faw alfo very beautiful paf-

tures j and it is not to be doubted that Sweden,

with more inhabitants, would fhew a much greater

quantity of cultivated ground, notwithflanding the

rock of which it fo much confills.

It was my intention to remain at Orebro one

whole day, both for the fake of refting myfelf, and

of viewing a place fo much recommended by the

beauty of its fituation, and its own remarkable

neatnefs. But, upon the arrival of my horfes ac-

cording to orders, the next morning, I was feized

with an illnefs, produced by fatigue and fome other

caufcs, which made it impolTible for me to pro-

ceed. Here, however, in a poor and miferable

inn, I had the happinefs to find an hoft whofe care

and attention I fhall for ever remember, though I

may perhaps never be able to forget the wretched

foup he continually made me. Goofe broth, gar-

ni fhed with raifins, currants, peas, garlic, and ap-

ples, was t-he omnipotent reilorative which he pre-

fcribed, and adminiftered with an honeft zeal, al-

ways to be recoUefted with gratitude. A bottle of

excellent v/ine, the remnant of my Droningaard

provifions, had, however, a much better effecl than-

the inn-keeper's remedy ; and in the afternoon, I

was able to drefs myfelf and walk out. Upon my
return.
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return, jufl as I was about to make myfelf fome
tea, a gentle tapping at my door introduced an
officer in the Swedifh drefs, with the blue fcarf,
yellow feather, and little order of the fword at his
button-hole. He approached me with a lively air,
and, as I rofe, faid in very good French—that be-
ing informed there was a Dutch officer detained at
an inn by ficknefs, he had thought it his duty to
come and offer thofe fervices which all military
men ought to render each other. I anfwcred this
cl^dlity as well as I was able, and he proceeded—
" You are going to drink tea, Monfieur, and by
" the little chefr, I perceive the tea is your own-
" a Dutchman's tea muft be good; permit me,
" therefore, to introduce fome company, to whorri
'' fuch will be very acceptable/' He ran out,
and in a moment after returned with two agreeabk
young ladies. I had feated them, and was pro-
ceeding to make the tea, when he interrupted me-
" There is an old lady in a coach below, very much
" afBided with the gout, but who is notwith-
« flanding very defirous of becoming acquainted

^'1

with Monfieur and his tea. How fhall we ma-
" nage this ?" I propofed that we fhould take the
table to the coach door, and there drink our tea
together. Immediately the Chevalier took the tea-
pot and cream -jug, the ladies the cups, myfelf the
tea-chefl-, and my fervant the table. We flew
down Hairs, laughing like mad folks, and in an in-

ftant
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ftant feated oiirfelves round the table by the fide

of the coach, in which fat the good lady, very

much diverted to fee us in the open ftreet, fur.

rounded by all the gaping blackguards of the

town. My company however, foon drove away j

the ladies with their fervant in a coach and fix, and

Monfieur, the Lieut. Colonel de Lejonanker in a

chaife and four, accompanied by a man whom I

took to be his valet-de-chambre. 1 was in-

formed that they came from Stockholm, and were

travelling to their eftates ; but the inn-keeper hav-

ing told them that he had a Dutch officer in his

houfe, detained by ficknefs, the Chevalier imme-

diately ran up flairs to make his compliments, and

offer me his fervices. The good old lady, in re-

turn for my tea, invited me to pafs fome time at

her feat, a favour which I was obliged to decline,

having yet a very long journey to make. They

then gave me fome recommendations to their

friends at Stockholm, v/hich I afterwards found

very ufeful.

From what palTed at the encampment in Weflro-

gothia, and from this adventure with the Lieut.

Colonel and his family, you will be able to form

fome opinion of Swedifli politenefs and good hu-

mour, of which I have yet Ibme more traits to give

you. Being now infinitely better, and very able to

continue my journey, I fet out on the morning af-

"^ this vifit, intending to proceed only to Smedby,

diftant
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diftant feven miles and a half, where they told me I

might fleep at one of the beil; inns in Sweden. On
leaving Orebro, the road lies through a populous

and well cultivated plain of two leagues in extent,

after which it runs entirely through the woods as

far as Fallingbro, a large poft-houfe, and the firft

place in Weftmannia. I here met the old Count

de Schcffer, with his lady and a grand fuite, upon

a journey to their eftates. While their horfes were

changing, I had a wifh to be prefented to his Ex-

cellency, and for this purpofe applied to a large

well-looking man, who foon inform.ed me he was

the family cook, and very graciouily confented to

perform the office of chamberlain.

The Count and his lady received me with great

politenef^, and aiTured me of their wifhes to be fer-

viceable to me at Stockholm. They enquired for

whom I had letters, and recommended me to a

fort of private lodging- houfe, where the accom-

modations were much better than at the inn to

which I had been direfted. The Count de SchefFer

has a very majeftic air, and is, I am alTured, much

regretted both by the King and the nation, whofe

councils he for a long time wifely di rented . He
retired from office laft year, and now refides upon

his eftates in the country, univerfally beloved for

his attachment to the King, and his concern for

the welfare and profperity of the people. His

place
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place is now held by the Count de Creutz, for-

merly the Swedifh ambaflador in France.

My fecond flop was at Arhoga,

Arbooa. the refidence of the governor, and

government ofWeftmannia, of which

it is the capital. The town is famous for fome con-

fiderable lluices, communicating with the lakes

Hielmarn and Malern, the latter of which extends

ts far as Stockholm. It is, however, a very mean

place, confiding of low wooden houfes, arranged in

very narrow ftreets. That of the governor alone

is built of ftone.

I foon left Arboga, and arrived in very good

time at Smedby. The whole province of Weft-

mannia is very beautiful. Rocks and woods there

are, indeed, here, as every where in Sweden j but

in many confiderable diftrids, grain of all forts,

efpecially rye, flourifhes admirably, and upon the

whole this may be reckoned one of the moft popu-

lous and beft cultivated provinces.

The peafants, in general, wear xht frieze habit,

large hats, large breeches, and Ihort jackets, all

black, except the little facings upon the fleeves.

At Smedby, three miles from Arhogay I pafTed

the night. This is only one very large houfe,

ftone-built, and entirely infulated in a charming

valley, in the midft of many beautiful landfcapes.

The inn is the beft and handfomeft in Sweden.

The next day, at about half a league from

Smedby, I entered Sudermania. Several well cul-

F tivatcdt--
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tivated plains appeared from the road, and at Su-

dertalia, a fmaii town upon the lake Malern, about

four miles from Stockholm, I faw a tolerably beau-

tiful country. But from thence you find only rocks

and defer ts, even to the very gates of the capital.

I went a league out of my way to

Castle of fee Gripjholmy a, royal feat, plcafantly

Gripsholm. fituated near the little town ofMan-

fredj and upon the bank of a fmaU

lake, which communicates with the Malern. It is

of great antiquity, and furrounded by four towers,

but is beft known in hiftory as the prifon of the

famous Eric the XlVth, fon of Guftavus Vafa.

Here the court fpmetimes refides in the Spring,

and there are fome very elegant, well ornamented

yachtSj by which they arrive and return.

At the little village of Tro-

Troshalla. fhalla I flopped to obferve a mag-

nificent fall of water. A river

which pafles there, running with amazing rapidity

amongft large fragments of rock, makes, in the

fpace of three or four hundred feet^ above a thou-

fand cafcades of two, three, four, and even fix

-feet in height, of which there is a perfect view from

a bridge of fix arches, built about the middle of

the fail.

Kumla, where I arrived at night,

KuMLA. is a fmall neat town, built upon an

eminence five miles from Stockholm, at

whic
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which i confoled myfelf for the miferable inn and

meagre foup, by the hope of an ample recompcnfe

on the morrow. My meal was indeed fomething

animated by a conteft between myfelf and a fwann

of flies, as formidable as thofe which attacked

Gulliver at Brobdignag. Thefe infefts are, per-

haps, larger and more numerous here than in any

other part of the world, and their buzzing is ab-

folutely terrible. An uncurtained crib, to which

I was fhown, afforded a poor profpe6l for the night,

but my fatigue at length procured me a few hours

fleep.

I fet out at four iii the morning, and, having

changed horfes at Sudertalia, I bid adieu once more

to the beautiful p.irt of the country, and began my

journey through the rocks and deferts, eight leagues

of which feparate Sudertalia from the floating bridge

that brings you into Stockholm.

Half way along this road, there a little aflTem-

blage of three of four houfes, at which you change

horfes. This they call Fitzia, and it is fituated

upon the bank of a fmall lake, round which the

pi6turefque arrangement of woods and rocks,

forms one of the moft romantic rieWs I ever be-

held. Here the inhabitants of Stockholm come

upon filhing parties in the fumnrter, and live upon

rhe produce of the lake. Before, however, I dc-

fcfibe the capital of Sweden, let me conclude this

letter, by aflufiilg you how much I am, &c. &c.
'

F 2 LET-
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LETTER VIII.

Copenhagen, Nov. . . . 17S5,

MV" DEAR FRIEND,

JTIaIL, rain, fnow, froft, and

Ihortened days have obliged us to change the

country for the town, and we are now eftablifhed

at Copenhagen for fix months. Afiemblies, con-

certs, fhows, and meetings for play, have taken

place of walks, failing parties, hunting and filhing.

Libraries, cabinets and manufadures fucceed to

the culture of flowers, trees and plants. Each

mode of life has its ufe, and it is well that each

has alfo its turn. In the country, the beauty and

grandeur of nature fills the mind, and an indepen-

dence analagous to the primitive ftate of man ag-

grandizes our ideas. Imagination rifes from the

earth, which we cultivate, to that infinity of matte^r,

where all that our feeble eyes can perceive con-

vinces us of the exiftence of that Great Being, who

connects us with himfelf by an everlafting chain,

the links of which are far more perceptible amongft

country occupations, than in a round of tumul-

tuous pleafures that check or extirpate the powers

of thought. In the city, however, we fludy men,

their knowledge, their induftry and manners ; and

obferve



( 69 )

obferve the contrafted effeds of regulated and ua-

reftrained palTions.—But no more philofophy.—
You are impatient to accompany me to Stockholm.

—In my laft letter I brought you to the floating

bridge j — it is now time that you fhould pafs it.

This I was not permitted to do till my baggage

had been very ftridly fearched for contraband

goods.

Count SchefFer had direded me

Stockholm, to the Dutch quarter of the city

(Diitjke Bu'e) exadly oppofite to

that by which I entered it. 1 therefore traverfed

its whole length, which is about a league, befides

palling through a large fuburb, where the rocks and

houfes feem to contend for pre-eminence. The

buildings, which were at firfl entirely of wood, im-

proved as I advanced towards the heart of the city,

and at length, inftead of thefe, I could perceive

only houfes of brick or free ftone, covered with

tiles, flate or copper, and arranged in broad ftraight

ftreets.

At Biitjke Bu'e I found the houfe recommended

by Count Scheffer ; and a very portly handfome

hoflefs, who gracioufly told me in bad German,

that her hufband being from home, flie could not

promife me a lodging there. She, however, afked

me to walk in j and her hufband, when fought

for, was foon found. This was a little ugly toad-

looking fellow, who, having furveyed me once or

F 3 twice
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twice from head to foot, began the following con-

verfation in German.- " Well, Sir- your fer-

" vant—what would you pleafe to have?"— " J

" want lodgings." " Ay, but there are none

*' empty/' I then exprelPrd my difappomtment, the

Count de Scheffer having mentioned them as very

worthy people. " The Count de Scheffer ?"

^^ Yes, the Count de Scheffer."—The Count is a

" very worthy man, but it is impofTible he can

" know whether I have any room for lodgers."

I v/as upon the point of going fomewhere elle,

when I thought of faying, '' His cook alfo told

" me fo." Upon thefe words they both exclaimed

^* The cook !—what, our beft friend the cook ? — O !

" Monfieur, without doubt you ihall be accom-.

** modated " He then called for valets, lacqueys

and hofllersj one took my portmanteau, another

my trunk, and he fliewed me in trium.ph into a

large and fplendid chamber, where I was admirably

lodged, and foon became very well contended with

my hofts. The Count, however, would be

diverted to find how niuch more is to be done by

his cook's name than his own j but would, per-

haps, foon difcover that the cook and the landlord

keep up their intimacy at his expence.

The morning after my arrival, my firft care was

to fee Monfieur the Baron V... D... G...
our minifter. This nobleman interefted himfelf

in my welfare with fomething more than polite-

nefsi,
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nefs. He propofed to have my baggage brought

to his houfe, where he would have had me lodge,

andj when I would not permit that, offered me
the free ufe of his table, whenever I was not

obliged to dine elfewhere. He alfo prefented me
to all the foreign minifters, to moft of whom 1

had letters from thofe of Copenhagen, fliewed

me every thing worth feeing in Stockholm,

and gave me an introduftion to feveral felecft com-

panies.

Of all my letters of recommendation, that for

Mr^ Wahrendorf, a very confiderable merchant,

was the moft ufeful to me. His daughter is

married to Count Rofen, mafter of the horfe to

the Queen j and befides the numerous civilities

received from his family, and the many valuable

acquaintances which I acquired through his means,

he furnifhed me with directions and recommenda-

tions for all the mines and forges, and for feveral

towns where I propofed to flop. By his introduc-

tion, I became known, amongfl others, to MelTrs,

Grill and Pyll, the principal owners and workers

of the famous mine at Dannemora, at whofe eflate,

after my departure from Stockholm, I paiTed fe-

veral days.

The derivation of the word Stockholm has been

fufRciently difcuffed by travellers j and the foun-

dation of the capital is already fo well known, that

I Ihall not trouble you with any repetition of the

F 4 flory.
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Ctory. The city is built upon feveral heights,

formed into iflands by rivers, or rather arms of the

fea, and conneded together by floating bridges,

From many points of view the fcenery is highly

pidtureL^ue ; rocks, houfes, trees, water and (hip-

ping being frequently colledted together in the

fame coup-d'eeil, and producing a very extraor^

idinary and pleafing effedt.

A canal of twelve miles in length, formed na.-

turally in the madft of rocks, joins the Baltic Sea

and the lake Malern, and makes in the centre of

the city one of the moft beautiful ports imaginable.

The Baltic fhore is covered with an immenfe

number of iflands, or rather rocks, which they

c^WJcheerenj and by which the navigation is often

rendered very dangerous : on this accpunt, although

between the iflands there is fufficii^nt depth of

water for the largefl men of war, the whole bufi-

nefs of the Admiralty has been transferred to Carl-

fcroon, where the port is larger, and the entrance

very commodious. A fingle frigate guards the

entrance of thefe Jcheeren, but in the port of

Stockholm there is a fleet of fifty gilleys.

By the canal, juft mentioned, the city is fepa-

rated into two diftridls, of which the northern

(Nordermalm) is fituated in Upland^ and the

fouthern (Sudermalm) in Sudermania.

The palace, which is fquare and very large,

ilands upon the higheft part of an ifland in the

mid ft
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4"nidil of this canal, and commands the whole city«

It is at prefent a modern building, the old on^

having been burnt and rebuilt in 1743 and tlie

following years. A large rough bafement, hoU

lowed in the fhape of caverns, fupports the fin-

gular union of the Ionic and Corinthian orders,

with that fort of figured columns called caryatides.

It exceeds in fize the palace of Copenhagen, but

yields to it in magnificence of furniture and ele-

gance of internal decoration.

An interefting fpedlacle is here

Arsenal, formed by an ama^-ing coUedlion of

trophies of all forts, of which thofe of

Narva alone fill one entire hall. Such monuments

to the bravery of Guftavus Adolphus, Charles

Guftavus, and Charles the Twelfth, fill the mind

with a fort of emulous admiration of their glory,

which is foon loft when we remember, that all

thefe colours, drums and ftandards are but the

records of vidlories, obtained at an expence of

blood and treafure, of which the lofs is ftill vifible

in the poverty and defolation of Sweden. Yet I

could not look without veneration upon the ftufFed

ikin of the horfe that carried Guftavus Adolphus

at the battle of Sutzen, in which he was flainj or i^

upon the coat, hat, gloves, fword, belt and boots

worn by Charles the Twelfth upon the night

pf his death. The fpots of blood upon the

right glove and fword belt ftill remain, and prove

him
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him to have put his hand firft to the wound, and

afterwards to his fword. The cloth of the coat is

fcarcely fo good as that now worn by a corporal.

Here alfo is a curiofity of another fort, and which

excites a very different kind of admiration j this

is a fmall floop built by Peter the Great at Sardam,

with his own hands, and taken by the Swedes upon

the road to Peterfburgh.

This relic immediately produces a comparifon,

in which the Swedifh heroes foon yield to the fu-

perior character of the Ruffian Prince. The
former, fparing neither the blood nor treadires of

their fubjefts, gratified their ambition by a few

temporary conquefts, while the latter fought in

foreign countries the means of improving a bar-

barous people, whom he afterwards eftabliflied

among the rank of reafonable beings.

In a large hall, to which they next led me, there

is a reprefentation of all their kings, from Guf-

tavus Vafa, completely armed according to the

falhion of their times, as large as life, and each

mounted upon his favourite horfr, the fkin of

v/hich is prefervcd and ftuff(.-d. I felt fome awe

upon the fight of this fmgular cavalcade, which

they render more interefting, by affuring you that

t^AC faces are all cxad likenefles, having been

moulded from the originals after their death. A
fimilar fpeiftacle to this you may probably remem-

ber in the tower of London, but there is this

difference
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difftrence between them, that in the latter the

hurlcs are of wood, and were all made in Holland.

Jn another room are the drelTcs, faddles and

bits iifed at coronations from time immemorial j

they are, as you may fuppofe, much decayed, and,

indeed, very little better than rags and rubbifli.

The churches of Stockholm are all inferior to

the cathedral at Upfal, except the palace chapel,

which is very large, and abounds in marble. I'hey

are, in general, very full of monuments, of which

the mod remarkable are thofe of Defcartcs, in the

church of St. Claire, and of the celebrated Ge-

neral Steinbock. The Kings and Royal families

are all interred in the Knights church, upon the

ifland of the fame name, except Guftavus Vafa,

who lies under a iuperb monument at Upfal.

This ifland (Ridderholm) forms one of the quarters

of die city.

The Opera houfe is a magnificent

Opera, building, entirely new, and raifed at a

great expence. The company is faid to

be a good one^ but as they never perform in

fummer, except upon extraordinary occafions, I

had no opportunity of afcertaining their merits.

Their firft man, Kq/len, whom I have heard at a

public concert at Copenhagen, is a Swede. He has

a good perfon and an agreeable voice, with fome

|afte and mufical (kill.

COMEDII
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At the Comedie Fran"

CoMEDiE Francoise. (o'lfe I was much pleafed.

The King has been at

great expence for performers, and their firft ador,

Monvel, is no doubt known to you by fevcral

pieces of his own compofition. His figure is far

from good, but is fully recompenfed by his talents.

His Majefty, with whom he is a favourite, has

beftowed upon him the ofEce of reader, and the pri-

vilege of wearing the court drefs. Here, alfo, I

faw our old heroine Madame Prevot, whom you

may recolle6t at the Hague in the firft line of

tragic and comic charafters. She is here doomed

to perfonate old women, while her hufband, Mr.

Baptifle, plays the violoncello in the orcheftraj

and to fuch a fize is Ihe grown, that I did not

know her till fhe was pointed out to me, when I at

length difcerned the well-known features through the

load of fat by which they are opprelTed . Their daugh-

ter adds to the mufical and theatrical talents of her

father and mother, a very extraordinary agility in

dancing J but, notwithftanding this, and the ex-

cellence of her figure, the girl has the misfortune

to be more ugly than I thought any woman could

be. A little while after my arrival, Mademoifelle

Baron, who left the theane at the Hague about

three years ago, in endeavouring to avoid a coach

fell under the horfes, and was ^o much bruifed as

to furvive only a few days. The accident hap-

pened
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pened juft as (he was upon the point of making'

a brilliant fortune by her connection with a very

rich Swedifh nobleman. This theatre is a bad

one, and reminded me of nothing fo much as our

dear Cajuariftraat,

The National play-

National Theatre, houfe is tolerably pretty.

Of the afting, I was un-

able to judge, having no knowledge of their lan-

guage ; the company, however, feemed to praife it.

The firft adtrefs is a Danifh woman, called Walter,

the daughter of a common failor, and educated at

Copenhagen by a private perfon. She is handfome,

and has many admirers, whom fhe delights herfelf

with tormenting by a variety of caprices. A very

fingular inftance of her infolence is told here.

Thinking herfelf not fufEciently paid for her per-

formances, Ihe petitioned for an increafe of falary,

and one day fpoke to the King about it with rather

more fpirit than ufual. Hio Majefly bid her be

content with the prefent payments, and told her

very pofitively they fliould never be increafed.

—

" Very well j then I demand my difmilTion."

" You fhall neither be difmifled nor better paid."

—

^^ O ! then I Ihall make my efcape— fly from the

** country— and never let my foot in it again."

—

" You may try—but will probably not find it very

" eafy to efcape from the kingdom if I forbid it.'*

A little while after, notwithftanding the watch

2. kept
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kept upon her, Ilie did efcape, and at the lad port

wrote in the dag-hok—^^ Sire, it is much eafier to

*' efcape from your kingdom than you fuppofe. *

She defired this book might be Ihewn to the King,

and, as a curiofity, they fent it. She then went ro

Denmark, and fettled herfelfat Copenhagen, where

(he was knov/n, and received with great applaufc,

when the King made her propofils to return. At

Jirft flie treated them with difdain, but, having at

lensth obtained tlie fum demanded, fhe returned to

Stockhohn, to enjoy the triumph and congratulations

that awaited hti-. Betides thefe three exhibitions

there is a fourth, fimilar to that of the Boulevards,

at Paris where they perform only detached fcenes

of fnall operas and farces. This is open only in

fummer, the aftors being drawn from the inferior

part of the French company. They perform in a

pavillion built by Qneen Chriflina, in the midft

of a large garden at a corner of the town. Here

{lie is faid to have diverted herfelf in fecret with

her favourites i and as it was originally dedicated

to pleafure, it has never been perverted from the

purjofe of its infcitution. They exhibit twice a

vveel<, during the nights on which there is no per-

formance at the theatre. The company aflemble

in the walks towards night, and when they are

wearied, retire into the pavilion, where they pur^

chafe refrefhments, and are entertained with fongs

an.I humourous reprefentations.

Academy
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The Academy of Sciences was Infll-

AcADEMY tuted in 1739 and holds its meetings at

OF Stockhohn. Their memoirs, as the ce-

Sciences, brated tranflator obferves, prove them

to have directed their attention " to

" every thing that could contribute to the good

" of their country." Agriculture and mechanics,

two fciences eminently interefting to this kingdom,

have been the chief objedts of their refearches.

The depopulating wars of preceding centuries had

prevented all progrefs in the former, and the ig-

norance of the inhabitants, nearly approaching to

barbarifm, was to be conquered only by vigorous

and able endeavours. For fome years the moft be-

neficial effeds have arifen from their exertions : and

feveral individuals, encouraged by the prizes of the

" Patriotic and Agricultural Society," have given

great alTiftance to the general defign.

r. This coilecflion contains an im-
Kepository

menfe number of models of new or
of

. .

X /r improved inftruments and machines.
Machines. ^

and proves the fociety to have made

fome laborious and fuccefsful advances in the

fcience of mechanics. Befides thofe of agricultural

inftruments, here are many models of very cu-

rious machines ufed in the operations of the mines.

One Pmheim, an able engineer and mechanift, has

rendered himfelf very eminent throughout the

kingdom for his ingenious inventions of this fort.

And
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And another mechanift, called Thunherg^ a maiji

now above eighty years old, has invented many

mills and curious hydraulic machines, both for

agricultural purpofes and the fervices of the mines.

The flupendous works at Carljcroon^ which I hope

foon to defcribe to you, are under his direftion.

The Obfervatory is a

The Observatory. Joftyand beautiful building,

raifed upon a rock at the

extremity of the city, and furnifhed with a great

number of excellent aftronomical inftruments of

all forts. Here the Academy of Sciences hold

their meetings.

This academy was inftituted

AlCademy of by Count TelTin in 1739, and

Painting and an exhibition is every year made

Sculpture. of their performances. I faw

many paintings which had ob-

tained the premiums, and which appeared to me

tolerably good ; but my admiration was moft ex-

cited by fome pieces of fculpture, executed by a

Swede named Sergei^ who forms his tafte by ftudy-

ing the chefs-d'oeuvres of antiquity at Rome, and

thofe of modern times in France. The King

took him laft year to Italy, that he might perfe6t

himfelf by a fecond view of thofe remains of an-

tiquity, which had more than once ferved him as

models. He is the pupil of a Frenchman, named

Archeveqiiej who has left at Stockholm two fine

fpecimens
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fpecimens of his performances j the one a pedeftrlan

ftatue of Gufiavus Vajdy in the ancient habit, and

with a long beard, placed before the hotel of the

knights of the equeflrian order; the other an

equeftrian ftatue reprefenting Guftavus Adolphus

in the Roman habit. Both thefe are of bronze,

and the laft, which I faw in the workfliop, is in-

tended to be placed in the center of a large fquare

fronting the palace. Of this fquare, which is not

yet finifhed, the opera-houfe will form one fide,

a palace, which they are now building for the

princefs Albertina, another, and a third will be

formed by the caftle, feparated from it by a canal

with a bridge of feveral arches.

But, however elegant thefe ftatues may be, the

connoiffeurs fpeak much more highly of an equef-

trian ftatue in the fquare of the four palaces,' fo

called becaufe each fide is formed by a fingle

palace. This is a bronze ftatue of Frederic the

Fifth, father of the prefent king, ereded at the

expence of the India Company, and modelled by a

French fculptor, named Sally, brought hither to

execute it at a great price.

Their moft efteemed painters are a young man,

named Pafch, who fucceeds tolerably well in por-

traits; and Mr. Rofaline, who by a long and la-

borious ftudy at Rome, has raifed himfelf much

above the rank of common artifts. He gives a

great deal of grace to his figures, and a charming

G colouring
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colouring to the whole ; but his chief excellence is

in the draperies. The portraits of the Royal Fa-

mily, done by his hand, rather give one an opinion

of his fkill as a painter than of any fortunate power

of obtaining a likenefs.—The paintings of an old

man, whofe name I have forgot, are alfo much

commended.

In an apartment of the caflle I was fhewn bufls

of the King, Queen, and Duchefs of Sudermania,

all great likenefles, and a Venus done after that of

Medicis, by the Sergei whom I before mentioned.

The Venus has this fingularity, that the head is a

portrait of one of the fineft women in Stockholm.

A curious miniature painted by Hoyer, a Dane,

ornaments the King's private cabinet. It repre-

sents the interview between his Majefty and the

Emprefs of RuiTia in Finland in 1783. The whole

compofition was defigned by the King, and the

figures are faid to be perfect likenefles.

I am, &c, &c.

LETTER IX.

Copenhagen, Nov. .. , 1785.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

Amidst the bufmefs and

diverfions of this place, I am happy to find op-

portunities of writing to you, in continuation of

thofe
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thofe accounts which you have already favoured

with fo flattering a reception.

The quay which lines the port of Stockholm is

of extraordinary breadth, and about a quarter of

a league in length. It is bordered by many beau-

tiful houfes, and by one fide of the caftle, while

an immenfe number of vefl'els, ranged along its

fides, and the Ifle ofAdmiralty, of which there is

a view, contribute to make it a very interefting

fcene.

The ifland is confidered as a part of the city,

and contains a dock-yard, docks and magazines for

the reception and equipment of the galleys, caferns

for the corps of marines, and the elegant houfes of

the Admiral North-Anker, commander of the port

and dock-yard, and of the other principal officers.

On one fide of it is a very high rock, upon the

top of which ftands an old caflle, formerly the de-

fence of the port, but now fufFered to remain in a

very ruinous flate, a new one having been built at

the entrance of the Scheeren. My friend Monfieur

V . . . D . . . B . . . introduced me to Admiral

North-AnkerJ a. very mieritorious officer, to whom
the marine is indebted for feveral excellent regula-

tions, and for an able work printed at Stockholm

in 1774, entitled, " A Treatife upon the neceffity

" of fupporting a Navy, and exercifing the Sea-

" men." He permitted me to take a view of

every thing remarkable in the ifland, and appointed

G 2 an
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an officer who had ferved in our navy, and fpoke,

Dutch to attend me.

The galleys are ufed upon the lake Malern,

amongft the rocks called Scheeren, and on the coafls

of Finland. They are fafe only in favourable

weather, as they can by no means bear a high fea

or a ftrong wind. Their principal ufe is in tranl-

porting troops, who are frequently exercifed and

infl:ru6bed to row them, the number of flaves being

far from fufficienr. The model upon which they

are built was brought from RulTia, and they are fo

conftrucled as to be taken in pieces by the failors,

and placed on board men of war, in order to be

launched in fhallow feas, and parts where the na-

vigation is rendered dangerous by rocks. I went

on board one, which had fometimes carried the King

in his voyages to Finland. This was made for

fifty oars, and was then in the dock-yard to be

refitted. The others were in their feparate docks,

and, I therefore, did not fee them j- but they are

of 28, 32, 2^, 40, and 44 oars, of which the

largeft carries a twenty-four pounder in the bow,

and the fmalleft a twelve pounder. They are in

all 58, and four of them are fo conftrufted as to

ferve either for frigates or galleys as occafions re-

quire. To the whole fleet belong feveral praraes

armed with cannon, a couple of brigantines, a

bomb-ketch, and fome floops for the purpofe of

reconnoitring.

General
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General Count Erenlward, {o well known for his

fortifications in Finland, fuggefted the ftrufture

and ufe of thefe galleys, which he has admirably

adapted to the difficult navigation of the Swedifli

coafts.

They Ihewed me here a yacht, called the Am-

phion, in which the king makes his paflages to

Finland or Carlfcroon, when galleys are not to be

ufed. It is a beautiful veffel, fomething refem-

bling our Buyten-yatchts^ but without the raifed

awning: the dining-room, bed-room, and writing

clofet richly ornamented, and furnilhed with an

elegance very uncommon.

The garrifon is by no means ftrong at Stock-

holm, being compofed only of the foot-guards,

light-horfe, a part of the regiment of artillery, and

a corps of horfemen felefted from the younger

branches of the firft families, two of whom always

efcort the royal family. In this capital, as in all

cities at which courts refide, Ihows, balls, afTem-

blies, and gaming prevail in the winter. Not-

•withftanding the fhortnefs of their fummer, the

Svv^edes are very fond of the country, and delight

much in the pidlurefque appearance of their pro-

vinces, to which they fly from Stockholm as foon

as the feafon permits. On this account, I faw

only few people of fafhion, the greater part having

retired to their eftates, or to fome of the mineral

waters with which Sweden abounds. A large party

G 3 of
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of the nobility were this fummer at Medivi, a

place celebrated for its waters, where the Princefs

Albertina then reficied for the benefit of her health.

The King, when ac Stockholm, lives very fami-

liarly with his fubje6ts, frequenting the alTemblies

of the nobility, and even of the BourgectSj and

vifiting in all refpedls like a private perfon, in

which charafter, upon thefe occafions, he is defi-

rous of being received. No expence is, however,

fpared to render the court brilliant. His Majefty

gives particular encouragement to public fpec-

tacies, and there is an opera now in preparation,

entided Guftavus Vafa, compofed upon a plan

fuggefted by himfelf. The mufic is by Nauman^

mafter of the chapel to the Eleftor of Saxony, and

a paiiiier has been obtained from Italy to execute

the decorations.

The Queen is a perfe<5l Danifh beauty, with a

fa^ir complexion, blue eyes and blond hair. Her-

perfon is ftately, and there is no refemblance be-

tween her and her brother the King of Denmark.

As fhe fees no company during the abfence of the

King, I had not the honour of being prefented j

but I faw her at the comedy, furrounded by the

whole court in the national drefs, and have fre-

quently met her upon the promenade, accom-

panied only by one lady, and followed by a lac-

quey. Her manners appeared to be very amiable,

^nd fl;e is certainly much beloved.—I was pre-

fentqc^
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fented to the Prince Royal, then about feven years

old. He is of a very weak conftitution, but ap-

pears to have made confiderable advances for his

age. Our converfation was in French. He was

drefied in the national habit, which fat very be-

conningly upon him. The Baron de Spaar, his

governor, is a very well-bred man, and has the re-

putation of pofTeiTing all the qualities requifite for

the education of a prince deftined to the throne.

A young prince whole robuft make feemed to indi-

cate a longer life, died much regretted, in the laft

year. Since his death, the Prince Royal alone re-

mains to the hopes of the nation, the Duke of Su-

dermania having no children, and Prince Frederic

being unmarried. Thefe two brothers were upon

a journey into the country, and I had, therefore,

no opportunity of feeing them.

The habit of the court, both for gentlemen and

ladies, is black, with facings of flame coloured

fatin. On gala days every body appears in fatins

of this colour, and white j but thofe who do not

go to court, or have not been prefented, wear any

colour indifferently. No ladies of Stockholm wear

the national habit, but thofe who rank with nobi-

lity, or have been prefented at court by virtue of the

employments of their hufbands. All the others are

drclTed in the French falhion, as in the other parts

of Sweden. This national drefs is conilantly worn

only by the men j the women have laughed at the

G 4 decree.
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decree, and the habit, if adopted at all, has fincc

been generally rejected.

There are Ibme public walks at Stockholm, in

which the gay world aflembles towards evening.

Befides that of Queen Chriftina, there is another

of great beauty, being formed of large alleys and

arbours of linden trees, under the Ihade of which

a vaft number of people are continually pafling

without diitinftion of rank. Along thefe alleys

parterres of flowers of all forts offer their fcents to

the palTengers, and, thofe who are weary of the

crowd, may enjoy the retreats of many fhady bow-

ers, enlivened by the fongs of numerous birds. The

nightingale alone, of all the birds known in Hol-

land, is not fcunu iiere : her vifit extends no far-

ther than Scania, and even there, the fong is by no

means fo fpirited as in more fouthern countries.

In an inclofure of a fuburb on the outflcirts of

the city, the King has a fmail pleafure-houfe, de-

lightfully fituated upon the bank of a canal, con-

ne6ted with the lake Miilern. Here the woods are

divided into : "aiming walks, terminating in pic-

turefque points of view. The admirers of rural

fcenery are m.uch ^ttradied to this fpot, which the

King has permitted to be opened for the reception

of the public. It is called Carjberg.

I muft not forget to mention a fuperb park at

the gates of Stockholm, in which alfo the inhabi-

tants enjoy fome charming walks. It is upon the

banks
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bjinks of one of the canals of Scheeren, and be-

tween the trees you catch a tranfient view of all the

veflels entering or going out of the port, which

are obliged to double the points of thefe iflands.

Here there are feveral houfes of entertainment, at

which dinners, and all forts of refrefhments are to

be had. The park is very large, and planted with

trees of various kinds, the roots of which feek their

nourifhment in the filTures of the rocks. In an in-

clofure of this park is a pavilion, or rather plea-

fure-houfe, the ufe of which the King has given

to Mr. de Sprengporten, who fo much diftin-

guifhed himfelf in his favour, at the head of the

Finland corps, on the day of the revolution i he is

aged and infirm, but has two brothers *, one in

the fervice of Holland, the other envoy extraordi-

nary to the court of Denmark.

At the extremity of another fuburb, there is a

mineral fpring, to which they attribute fome good

qualities. I faw feveral drinkers, who were appa-

rently of the inferior clafTes, and unable to bear

the expence of more diftant remedies. You would

be furprifed to find how much a cool fituation is

fought after here, and will fcarcely believe me,

when 1 tell you, that in the months of June and

July, the heat is almoft infupportable. At that

time the fun is almoft always above the horizon,

* The firft is now in the Ruflian fervice, and the Litter received

the appointment of ambaflador in 1788.

and
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and the natiiral warmth of his rays is increafed by

refledlion from the rocks. But, notwithflanding the

heated ftate of the atmofphere in the day time, the

nights are excefTively cool, and, I think, colder

in proportion to the heat of the days. The obli-

quity of the fun's courfe at this elevation of the

pole, occafions him to remain long about the li-

mits of the horizon, and then the air begins to

cool.

Such is the clearnefs of the nights, that during

the whole time of my remaining at Stockholm, I

could have read by midnight the fmalleft writing j

a fort of continued day, which is of great affiftance

to thofe who are induced to traverfe the country at

this feafon of the year.

The King, when in Sweden,

Drotningholm. ufually pafies the fummer at

Vrotningholmy a feat about two

miles from Stockholm, upon the banks of the

lake Malern. The voyage is made in fmall failing

boats, there being no accefs but from the lake,

which is here very narrow, at m.oll not above a

quarter of a league in breadth. This fhort navi-

gation, however, in windy or rainy weather, ex-

• cites a great deal of difcontent among the foreign

miniflers, and others who are obliged to pay their

attendance at court two days in a week. In order,

therefore, to fpare them this inconvenience, a bridge

is conRrudling at immenfe expence and trouble.

The
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The road is to be made by blowing away rocks, '

and muft afterwards be fecured from the waters, by

large dikes.

The feat is very beautiful, and contains many

richly furniflied apartments. In it are a library, a

cabinet of natural hiftory, another of ancient and

modern medals, with a collefbion of original Fle-

mifh, Dutch, and Italian paintings. The whole

was brought together by the Qiieen's mother, fiikcrxi^^cCu-y^^M.

to the great Pruflian Frederic j a Princefs who

united an hereditary elevation of foul, witli a fond-

nefs for the iludy of the fciences, and a tafte for

the fine arts. At a confiderable expence, fhe made

feveral elegant and complete coliedlions, and" in-

ftituted an academy of belles lettres, which, during

her life, held its meetings at Drotningholm.

The gardens are large, and the walks well laid

out, though with fomething too much attention to

uniformity. In one quarter, . called Cantonj the

Chinefe manner has been exaftly imitated.. A large

pavilion, furrounded with a dozen fmaller ones,

each fi:ted up, and deftined for fome feparate ufe,

has very much the air of a Mandarin's refidence.

One of thefe contains a compleat forge and work-
Ihop, with the neceflary apparatus for making

locks, an art in which the late King was faid to

excel, and which, with fome of his favourites, he

freqa^^ntly exercifed here. The other pavilions

are furnifhed as bed-rooins, or rooms for fuppcr,

dancing.
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dancing, or cards. The furniture was brought from

China, and is the moil fplendid that could be ob-

tained. Here the King fometimes gives fetes, and

then the valets, pages, and lacqueys are dreiled en-

tirely in the Chinefe tafte.

But what flruck me as mofl admirable at Drot-

ningholm, was the- fingular contrail of trees and

flowers, with the barren rocks by which they are

furrounded,

I am, &c.

LETTER X.

Copenhagen, Nov ^/^S'

MY DEAR FRIEND,

A HE charitable inllitutions

eftablilhed at Stockholm do honour to human na-

ture. They boaft two houfes for the reception of

orphans, a foundling hofpital, and one for gra-

tuitous inoculation. Of the firfl, one was founded

in 1732, at the expence of the city, and the other

in 1755. That for foundlings was eflablifhed in

1753, by the free-mafons. There are alfo two

lying-in-hofpitals, of which one was founded in

1774, by Ramftromy a phyfician, but was foon af-

ter adopted by the patriotic fociety, who have

charged themftlves with its fupport ^ and the other,

in
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in imitation of fo good an example, by the ma-

giftrates of the city. In thefe a certain number of

women are received during their illnefs, and care is

taken of thofe children whofe mothers are unable

to nurfe them. Befides thefe inftitutions, there is

another, called the College of Medicine, whofe ge-

neral utility and benevolent purpofes can never be

fufficiently praifed. It was eftablifhed by govern-

ment in 1698, and is compofed of a prefident, fix

afleiTors, three profeflbrs, two afliftants, a fyndic

and fecretary, who all refide in the capital. Forty

phyficians, deputed by this college, and paid by

the ftate, are fent into the different provinces, in

order to give attendance to the poor gratis. The

fund for the fupport of this inftitution is raifed

by a fmall excife upon wine and brandy, and a

cuftom duty upon the importation of coffee. Out

of this fund all necefTary medicines are fupplied,

and, in general, the whole expences of illnefs de-

frayed. An eftablifhment, formed in 1774, for

the benefit of thofe afflidled by the Cyprian dif-

order, is not to be pafled over without its fliare of

praife. Mr. Halman, one of the phyficians of the

court, is appointed to the care of patients of this

clafs, and three apothecaries are engaged to furnifh

medicines . at coll price. Stockholm has alfo its

hofpitals for the cure of the ufual diforders, and

ibme houfs^s for the relief of the poor.

2. Your
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Your obfervations upon the hofpitality of the

Swedes are exceed! nglyjuft. Thiscountry,on account

of its foil, fituaiion, and climate, is not likely to be-

come the refidence of ftrangers, or, indeed, to be

often vifited by travellers. A journey into Sv/eden,

undertAkcn for the mere purpofe of viewing the

country, is almoft a phsenomenon j on which ac-

count they are very little fubjedl to be the dupes of

thofe adventurers fo common in places of public

refort. Hofpitality is one of the firft virtues of

mankind, and can never be deftroyed but by

treachery and diftruft. It is here univerfally prac-

tifed, and among ft people of diftinftion is rendered

ftill more pleafing by their agreeable eafinefs of

manners and great natural politenefs.

You have, indeed, fome ground for fuppofing

'^ That the barrennefs of the country muft take

" much from the pleafure of travelling." At

firft, the unufual breadth of the roads, the forefls

of lofty firs and enormous birch-trees through

which they are cut, and the frequent views of

woods, lakes, rocks, and rivers, ftrike the imagi-

nation, and raife the mind ; but the tedious length

of thefe forefts, the perpetual famenefs of verdure

and folitude, and the profpe6l of a defolate unin-

habited country foon fubflitute fadnefs for fiib-

limity, and make you feem as if you was alone

in the world. Although thefe forefts, efpecially

thofe of Dalecarlia, abound with wild animals, I

faw
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faw very few in my journey : the elks, bears, and

foxes, to avoid the attacks of the hunters, remain

in the higheft and molt inacceffible places ; but

herds of hinds, and ftags are fometimes feen at

a diftance, feeding between the trunks of the firs

upon the fcanty mofs which alone grows upon the

rocks. Twice alfo I faw fome foxes, nearly

white, and fome hares of the fame colour.

I left Stockholm about three o'clock in the af-

ternoon, having firft dined with Mr. V . . . D . . .

B . . . who, to fave me the trouble of being ex-

amined as a traveller, politely took me in his car-

riage beyond the barriers of the city.

That night I flept at Upfai, the

Province capital of Upland, and the feat of a

OF celebrated univerfity. It ftands at the

Upland. diftance of feven miles from Stock-

Upsal, holm, and the road to it lies through

a cultivated country, in which great

quantities of excellent corn, efpecially barley and

rye, are annually grown. I arrived there at about

eleven o'clock at night, and happily avoided a

terrible ftorm which came on immediately after-

wards. At my inn I found a good bed and fupper,

provided for me by Mr. V... D... B...
who had fent an exprefs from Stockholm to

order it.

I had a letter to Mr. Menanderhielm, profeflbr

of aftronomy, from Monfieur Mu/chin Pu/kin, the

Ruffian
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Ruffian minifter in Sweden, whom you knew at the

Hague, and whofe fon is a ftudent in the univer-^

fityj to Profeflbr Linn^us, fon of the celebrated

LinnceuSy Mr. Afzelius^ experimental lefturer in

chemiftry, and the librarian Mr. Vilenius^ I had

alfo letters from Mr. Wahrendorfy Mr. Grille and

otlier perfons.

I had much pleafure, on entering Ufjal, to think

that I was then in a place which had been honoured

by the refidence of the celebrated Linnaeus j and

from which, as from a center, the rays of his

knowledge expanded over the whole circumference

of the globe. In this there was alfo a mixture

of national feeling. I recolledled how much my
country had contributed to the perfefting this great

man ; and that under the famous Boerhaave he had

fiudied all the plants and herbs of Holland, Mr.

Clifford having furniflied him with the opportuni-

ties and conveniences of ftudy. On this account,

I perfuaded myfelf that the Swedifh nation in ge-

neral, and this univerfity in particular, muft feel a

fort of gratitude which would enfure a favourable

reception to every Dutchman who fhould arrive at

Upfal.

The morning after my arrival, I difpatched my

letters, and defired to know when I might pay my

refpcfts to the feveral gentlemen. Mr. Afzelius

and Mr. Menanderhielm, jun. came to me imme-

diately. Mr. Afzelius politely affured me that his

time
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tiaie and endeavours were at my fervice; and Mr.

Menandcrhielin told me that his fadicr, being in-*

difpofed, had taken the opportunity of a vacation

to drink the mineral waters at Saterhronn^ in the

mountains of X)<^/^f<^r//^. He then joined with Mr.

Afzelius in offering me his fervices, and they began

by conducing nrie towards the library. We had

before fent a meflage lo Mr. Vilenius, the Tibrariaaj

with the rank of protefTor, by whom we were met

and conduced into two large apartments, ia which

the books aredepofued.

This, according to Mr. Vilenius,

JLiBRARY. contains 40,000 volumes, diftributed

into claffes, of which that of philofbphy

is the mofl complete. At the two ends of thefe

apartments, are placed the ftatues of Guftavus

Adolphus and Charles the Eleventh, the principal

reftorers and protestors of this univerfity, VN^hich

was firil founded in 1478. -After receiving fome

endowments and privileges from Guftavus Vafa, it

had been neoledled for feveral fucceedin^ reigns,

but was at length reftored by Guftavus Adolphus,

who prefented it with the libraries taken in his

wars, which he always carefully preferved from the

pillage of the foldiers. From Charles it alfo re-

ceived fome benefits and privileges.

In a large cofter, filled with manufcripts, I was

ihewn the Codex Argenteus^ fo called becaufe the let-

ters upon the parchment are all filvered. This is a

H manufcripr
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manufcript of the fourth century, and comains a

tianflation of the four evangelifts into the Gothic

language, by bifhop Ulphilus. Here alfo is pre-

lerved the manufcript journal of Eric XIV. fon

of Guftavus Vafa, who was imprifoned and poi-

foned by his brother in the caftle of Grip/holm,

His fuperftition, which increafed abnoft to madnefsj

is fully recorded by this journal, where, at the head

of each day of the week, he has placed fome figns

of the Zodiack, and feveral hieroglyphic figures.

The firfc book printed in Sweden, dated anno 1483,

is Oiewn here; and a fine cabinet made at Ratifbon,

which that city prefented to Guftavus Adolphus.

It is compofed of inlaid work, and the workman-

Ihip, confidering its date, appears to be well exe-

cuted. In it is a fine agate, curioufly painted on

both fides, and fome curiofities, which would

be nnore properly preferred in a convent than in an

univerfity library. Such are Judas's purfe, one of

the pieces of filver received by him for betraying

our Saviour, and the flippers of the Virgin Mary.

Remarking myfurprife to tiie librarian to find fuch

things in liich a place, he laughed, and confefTed the

circumftance was ridiculous enough j but, fays he,

thefe things were received in the cabinet, and,

therefore, cannot well be feparated from it. He then

look from a little drawer a carved cherry-flone, con-

taining a coach with fix horfes, a coachman, pof-

t:lion, and lacqueys, and two pcrfons feated in the

infide j



( 99 )

infide ; a work entirely executed in Ivory by tlie

famous general Baner*. The apartments are

ornamented by a complete hiftorical collection of

Swedifh medals in cabinets, and by feveral por-

traits, amongft which I diftinguifhed that of Arch-

bilhop Troile, the flrenuous oppofer of Guftavu^

Vafa.

During the abfence of Mr.

Observatory. Menanderhielm, the Obferva-

tory, than which none was ever

worfe furnifhed, was under the diredlion of Mr.

Profperhiy who has the title of Obfervator, A
pendulum by Graham, a quadrant, a Gregorian

telefcope, and a perfpedive of twenty feet in length

by Dollond, are the only inftruments to be feen here,

except three tin tubes ufed by Meflrs. Maupertuis,

Celfius, Outhier, &c. in the famous operation ^
meafuring a degree of the meridian at Tornes.

They are preferved here in memory of thefe great

men, who, by ufing them in an important and dif-

ficult difcovery, have entitled them to fome degree-

of veneration.

Mytwo guides introduced

Botanical Garden, me to Mr. Lbtn^us-fj to

whom I prefented my letter.

He received me with much politenefs, and led me

* The pronunciation is generally Bamer.

He died in the courie of the fame year,

H 2 into
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into the garden, the arrangement of T^hich, he faidy

was the Tame as in the life of his father. Having

very little knowledge of botany, I was unable to

eftimate tfifc merit of this collection j but as the

plants are all preferved as in the time of the late

profeffor, its value is probably very great, and

recompenfes them for the uncommon attention they

beftow upon it, Moft of the plants which live

abroad with us, are liere kept in grecn-houfes, and

never expofed to the open air.

The garden is entirely laid out in the Dutch

tafte, being furrounded with linden trees, and

yvui/A divided by hedges properly cut. It is about

^^-^^'' twice the fize of the botanical garden at the

Hague. Of the prefent profefibr Linn^euSy I

have not m^uch to f^y ; he was in Holland about

M^o years ago, and you probably faw him. He
is here thought much belov; his father in abilities j

but there is a fifter who ftudies botany, and has

publifhed fome obfervations that are highly fpoken-

af.

Near the botanical garden is the cabinet of na-

tural hiftory, which is in. great diforder, and very ill

furnilhed.

This colledion was made by

Cabinet Mr. Bergmann, the late profeffor oF

OF chcmiflry, whofe death is much

CnvMlSTRYr lamented here. It is very curious,

ard worthy of its author, whom the

Swede*
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Swedes defervedly praife, and place amongft the firft

rank of learned men. I heard much alio of ProfcfTor

Menanderhielm, whofe acquaintance I afterwards

obtained at Sdterhroyin.

Upfal, when I was there, contained about fcven

or eight hundred ftudents, amongft whom I per-

ceived many Ruffians ; the number varies in dif-

ferent years j and, as in all other univerfities, de-

pends much upon the charafter of the profefTors.

'

' Of the three univerfities of Sweden this is the

chief; the others are Aho in Finland, and Lund in

Scania.; the latter chiefly celebrated for theological

ftudies- I vifited this in my journey through

Scania, and propote to give you fome account of

it hereafter.

The antiquities of Upfal and its neighbourhood

are very remarkable. Till the 13th century, this

was the refidence of the Swedifli kings ; and upon

a height in one corner of the city, are the ruins

of a palace, which appears to have been of con-

fiderable fize, and was probably in the days of its

eredlion a monument of gothic tafte and magni-

ficence. Great part of it was accidently burnt in

the beginning of the prefent century ; they have

rebuilt one fide with ftone, and in this is the refi-

dence of the provincial governor, as well as fomc

dungeons ufed for prifons.

Xhe cathedral, which is the fined church in

Sweden, well deferves notice. Formerly the ce-

H 3 remony
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remony of coronation was performed in it, but

Ulrica Eleonora, younger filler of CharJes the

Twelfth, was the laft who received a crown here.

Her hufband Prince Frederic of HelTe, was the

firft king crowned at Stockholm. Amongft the

vaft number of tom.bs with which the church is

decorated, I obferved that of Guftavus Vafa, who

is reprefented in an ancient habit reclining between

his two wives. Here alfo are the tombs of the

celebrated chancellor Oxenjiiern and of Catherine of

Jaquellony daughter of a king of Poland, and wife

of John the Third, fon of Guftavus Vafa. The

afhes ofEric the Ninth, furnamed the Saint, repofe

in a filver fhrine reprefenting the cathedral, and

placed on the right hand of the altar behind a

large iron grate. He was flain in a battle with the

Danes near Upfal, anno ii6o, and was at firfl

interred at Gamle UfJaUy which I Ihall foon 4e«.

fcribe to you, from whence his bones were removed

to this cathedral.

An old trunk of a tree, refcmbling rather a

club than a ftatue, was fhewn me as the image of

Odin, who was formerly worfhipped in Sweden

under the name of Thor. It was brought here,

after having fallen from a niche in the fteeple of

the church at Camle Upfahy and is a mere block of

wood, carved at the upper part into the refcmblance

of a face.

I looked
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I looked long and anxioufly for fome monu-

ment expreflive of the refpe<ft due to the iPicmory

of Linnseiis, and, not perceiving any, enquired of

my condudtor where it was. He told me there was

no monument, and he did not know in what part of

the church Linnaeus was buried. We, however,

began to fearch for it, and read all the infcriptions

upon the pavement. At length, upon a fmall ftone,

half hid by a bench, we difcovered, " Hie jacet

" Linmeus Profejfor.** There was no charafter-

iftic epitaph or hiftorical infcription, and the grave

was not to be diftinguifhed from that of a common

bourgeois. Happily, however, his fame is already

diffufed by his works, and neither monument nor

epitaph are neceflary to prolong it : a confideration

in which I loft the pain at firft occafioned by fuch

grofs negleft.

Gamk-Upfalaj or Old Upfal,

Old UpsaI. (Gamle being the Swedifh word

for old) is at the diftance of a

league from the city. I went thither in a fmall

country calalh drawn by one horfe, the driver of

which places himfelf behind. About twenty pea-«

fants houfes compofe the village, which is fituated

upon an eminence furrounded by an immenfc

number of round tumuli * of different fizes, and no

doubt formed by the hand of man. The tradi-

* The original has Tnent'uukt,

H 4 tional
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lional account of thefe tumuli is, that feme contain

the bones of their ancient kings, and others were

iifed as places of facrifice to the gods. A village,

the refidence of thefe kings, is alfo fiid to have

exiiltd there before the birth of Chrift ; but there

are no veftiges to confirm the report. About a cen-

tury before the Chrifti^n sera, thefe countries were

fubdued by Odin, at the head of a people ifliiing

fronn the banks of the Don or Borijihenes : a low

fquare tower, built of common ftones, which ftill

remains, is attributed to him, and to this a church

is added of the fame materials, but of more mo^

dern conftrudion, having been built fo late a$ the

eleventh century.

In a field, at the diftance of half g, league from

thence, I faw apother monument of antiquity,

called Morajieen : this is a heap of broken ftones,

upon which the ancient kings ftood to harangue

the people, who bore them upon fhield^ from thence

to their palaces. The ftones are now preferved in

^ hut, apd upon them are the half obliterated

n^arks, which you are told, formerly exprefled the

pames of thefe kings, and exhibited their coats of

armour.

In the church of Gamle IJpJala^ I was ftiewu

^he place from which the bones of Eric the Saint

were repnoved to the cathedral of Upfal. Near

t his place, they ftiew you upon a wall under a vault,

an ill-ftiaptd ftatue, with fome old gilding upon

it,
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it, faid to be an ancient reprefentation of this

fainted king, but which I fliould have taken

for fome cbef d'mivre of modern awkwardnefs,

rather than the produftion of ancient devotion.

Here alfo I was fhewn the niche from which fell

the curious image of Odini before mentioned to

you.

It is now time that I fhould give you fome ac-

count of the city of Upfal itfelf. This is foon

done. It has neither walls, ramparts, nor gates,

and all the buildings are of wood, except only the

churches, the Obfervatory, the town-houfe, and

the houfes of the archbifliop, and a few others. It

is fmall, containing, perhaps, three or four

thoufand inhabitants, and i^ lituated in a beautiful,

well cultivated plain, upon the banks of the fmall

river Fyris, by which it is divided into two parts,

the northern called Upfal^ and the fouthern Fierding^

Having no trade, it is indebted to the univerfity,

the governor and the colleges which form the go~

vernment of Upland for its fupport. Two veiy

remarkable cuftoms prevail in it : one is, that, as

a refource in cafe of ftre, the inhabitants are obliged

^o keep on each fide of their doors, a large barrel

filled with water^ the frelhnef? of v/hich is pre-

ferved by the continual foaking of fir branches,

whofe verdure gives a cheerful appearance to the

town. The other, that through the whole day as

well as night there is a man walking upon the top

of
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of a tower, to give the alarm upon the firftfymptoms

offire J and that he may be known to be upon his pod,

he is obliged to announce by a fpeaking-trumpet,

every hour and half hour, as ftruck by the clock.

An excellent precaution in a country where the

houfes are of wood, and the progrefs of fire fo

terrible and rapid.

Having fatisfied my curiofity at Upfal, I fet

out for the mines, of which I propofe to give you

an account in my next letter.

I am, &c.

LETTER XL

Copenhagen, Dec. . . . 1785.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

After leaving Upfal, I

took the road for OJlerbyy an eftate, and forge

about eight miles from the city, belonging to

"MelTrs. Grill and Pyll, from whom I had received

an invitation. I arrived there at feven in the even-

ing, and, leaving my fervant and voiture at the'

inn, walked to the manor-houfe, in which Mr.

Pyll refides. He received me with much politc-

nefs, infifted upon fending for my voiture and fer-

vant, and introduced me to his lady, whom I found

engaged at tea, with about twenty perfons of both

fexcs
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iexes entirely drefTed in black. Thefe I was in-

formed, were fome of the officers and perfons em-

ployed in the mines, who, with their wives, came

every Sunday in this ceremonial drefs, to pafs the

day with their Patron *. After tea, Mr. Pyll led, me

to the apartment intended for me, and from thence

to the garden, in which I found all the company af-

fembled. There I was furprifed to fee in chefts,

the moft beautiful orange-trees, citron-trees, and

other produdlions of warm climates, which, how-

ever, I was told were only thus expofed for about

fix weeks of the year, being preierved at other

times by the artificial heat of green-houfes. The

garden is very beautiful, and the Dutch tafte has

been exaftly imitated in the arrangement of it j

but I could perceive neither peach nor apricot in

the open air. The gardener, who, like moft of

thofeof Sweden, had learned his trade in Holland,

told me that, by heating the green-houfes in

v/inter, it was eafy to preferve them, and even to

make them blolTom, but that no means had yet been

fonand of obtaining the fruit. The fupper was

cheerful, and an air of good- nature prevailed,

highly preferable to the artificial politenefs auji

* Patron of the Mines, is a name given in Sweden to any in-

dividual, who, with a fhare in the mines, has alio a forge eftab-iifhed

upon his own cftates. It is alio Ibm-etimes beftowed as a tide of

honour, and fuch are the terms Fifcal of tke Mines, Couiij'tilcr ^f
thf Mines ^ i^nd Tome others,

elegance
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elegance of higher ranks. You know I have

fome reliance upon my fkill in phyfiognomy, and

1 confefs to you, that, though my ignorance of

their language prevented my taking a part in the

converfation of thefe miners, I had no fcruple to

believe them amongfl: the worthieft of mankind.

They were cheerful, and I thought the goodnefs of

their hearts made them alfo happy. The minifter

of the place fpoke German, and his wife a little

French ; I was feated between them, and they

joined in giving me a mofl enthufiaftic defcription

of the happinefs of thefe good people, which they

attributed to the paternal attention of their lords

and patrons, in fuch a manner as to afford me the

higheft idea of my hofts. When the clock (truck

ten they all retired, Mr. Pyll telling me that the

next morning at feven, the hall in which we had

then fupped, would be the general rendezvous for

breakfaft. I llept, as you may fuppofe, very well

contented, and at the appointed time was received

by Mr. and Mad. Pyll, with a gendeman who has

the rank of counfellor of the mines, and his fon.

Mr. Pyll politely accompanied me in his voiture

to the mine of Dannemora, which is about a mile

diflant. Here the firft objed which ftruck my notice

was, the wheel ofan hydraulic machine, ufedtofecure

the mine from inundations. Of this the diameter is

forty-four (ttt, and the fall of water by which it is

«fted upon, only one. It moves a fir chain of

6coc
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6000 feet, which, after drawing the water from the

mine, forces it through an aquediift 5000 feet

long.

The mine is entirely open at top, and through

the aperture, which is nearly a quarter of a league

in circumference, one may view every tranfadlion

at the bottom, though at the depth of more than

300 feet. The whole opening is furrounded by

machines, each of which is furniihed with pivots

and pulleys, and is put in motion by four horfes.

Thefe are intended only to raife and lower the

utenfils and necefiTiry materials, but the work-

people, both men and women, generally ufe this

mode of conveyance, although the barrels are li-

able to frequent accidents, and ftaircafes, as well.

as ladders, have, on this account, been formed

for their protcdlion. It is, indeed, fo familiar to

them, that they never place themlelves at the

bottom of the barrel, but remain upon the rim,

holding the rope with one hand, and ufmg the

other to prevent the barrel from being broken or

caught by the rock, which might otherwife

overturn it. To me, however, the very fight of

people thus fufpended between heaven and earth

was terrible j and, notwitliftanding my curiofity to

examine the bottom of the mine, I could not be

prevailed upon to rifle the danger of the pafTage,

A (lory which I had juft heard increafed my fears.

Not long before my arrival, a young girl attempted

to
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to aCcend by the ufual way j being alone, and un-

able to direct the barrel, it was caught and over-

turned by a point of rock, and the girl, thrown

off ic, fell upon the edge of another rock, where

llie was fufpended at the height of an hundred

(cct. There Ihe remained for half an hour, in a

fituation where the lead motion muft have preci-

pitated her to the bottom. She had, however,

fufficient prefence of mind to prefcrve exadtly the

fame attitude i and was at length delivered by

ropes and ladders prepared for her affiftance by the

workmen. The common number of perfons who

afcend by thefe barrels is three, but there are often

four, and fometimes five j and as the barrel is al-

ways full of ore, it has happened that the rope has

proved unequal to the weight, and the wretched

paflengers have beep dafhed in pieces. Thefe ac-

cidents are by no means unfrequent, yet the la-

bourers are not at all deterred, and the ladders,

which require a little more time and trouble*,

are flill unufed. Thofe wlio work at the bot-

tom of the mine, are expofed alio to other evils.

In a defcent of three hundred fcQty the fmallefl:

Hone, detached from the top, acquires confiderable

force, and becomes an inftrument of deftrudtion.

Broken limbs, and even death, are fometimes the

effw<5t of accidents of this fort^ which even the

* The perpendicular afcent Is ufually performed in about four or

five minutiis.

3 cripples
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cripples who have fufFered by them feem not muck

to apprehend.
'

The labourers appeared contented and cheerful,

although their pay is exceedingly fmall, being in

fome inftances fo low as 7 Job -per day. Lodging

however, and a certain proportion of bread and

brandy are provided for all. On fundays there is

no work performed in the mine, but fires are

lighted to foften the ftone and facilitate the labour

of the other days. Explofionji of gun-powder are

ufed every day at noon, during the repaft of the

workmen, to feparate the rock at the bottom of the

mine.

Round the top of the opening, fcaffoidings, or

bridges of fome feet in length have been made to

projeft, for the convenience of receiving the ore>

and to aflift the workmen in their afcents and

defcents. From one of thefe I faw diflindly every

tranfadion at the bottom of the mine^ and was

alfo witnefs to the ilrange effeft produced by an

cxplofion of gun- powder. At this time %!i-\^ abyfs

refembied the entrails of an inflamed volcano i

thefcaffolding upon which I ftood ihook, the wliole

mountain trembled, and I feem^ed to be furrounded

with Hones, flame and fmoke. The (hock was fuc-

ceeded by the long rollings of fubterraneous echoes,

which, with a found like that of thunder, re-

peated the craflies of the rocks and the noife of the

explofions. I now trembled for the workmen,

v/ho
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\vhb were eating their meal at the bottom of tfie

mine, but was alTured that care had been taken to

provide them with apartments, by retiring into

which, they might avoid the danger. The opera-

tion itfclf is abfolutely neceffary, no tools being

able to penetrate the rocks, which by thefe means

are eafily blown into pieces. The ore, when ob-

tained from the mine, is piled up in large heaps

in places appropriated for its reception ; there it

remains till winter, and, when the furface of the

earth is well covered with fnov/, fledges are ufed

to tranfport it to the forges, at which it is fufed, and

the other necefiary operations performed.

Twelve hundred men are daily employed, either

in the mine, or at the different exterior works.

The mines are worked at the joint expence of

many individuals, but the forges are private pro-

perty. In the latter the metal is entirely finiflied,

and rendered fit for ics removal to magazines,

where it is depofited for exportation or home con-

fumption.

Fifteen forges, mofl of which belong to Meflfrs.

Grill and Pyll, or to the Baron de Geer, are fup-

plied. with ore by the mine of Dannemora alone.

Each forge employs a vafl: number of men, that of

OJlerby alone requiring fifteen or fixteen hundred

labourers, and feveral officers.

Upon our return from Ofterby, we again walked

in the garden, where, notwithftanding the rigour of

the
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the cliiliate, I faw melons and ananas^ as fine as

any produced in Holland.

Dinner was foon announced, and I expefled we

fhould immediately feat ourfelves in die parlour

where it was ferved. A little ceremony, however,

which I could well have difpenfed with, Was firft to

be gone through. They led me into an adjoining

apartment, in which flood a fideboard, well covered

with glafles, and plates of bread and butter, a flicc

of which, with a glafs of brandy, was taken by

each perfon before going into the dinner parlour.

The cuftom is common throughout all Sweden ;

but in the houfes of perfons of high rank, Uqueur

is fometimes fubftituted for brandy.

After dinner my holt conduced me to the forge,

and explained every operation with great patience.

Under this name (frdlfe briik) are comprifed all

the buildings crefted for the different operations

through which the mineral pafTes, before it is

formed into the lumps which they call gucuje. It

comprifes alfo all the houfes of the workmen and

officers, which, with the buildings, form a village

diftributed into feveral ftraight ftreets, each orna-

mented with a row of beautiful trees. The vil-

lage is called Ofierhy, and it is a very pleafing,

theerful place, containing perhaps two thoufand

inhabitants. The houfes of the workmen are fmall

neat habitations, arranged between thofe of the

officers, which are larger, and bifdt at the extremi-

1 ties
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ties of the llreets. At the diitance of half a gun-

fhot from the village flands the manor houfe^

which, like all the others, is a wooden building,

but has a flone foundation and a handfome cupola.

Two wings contribute to the noble appearance of

the whole j the one containing a fet of apartments

for ftrangers, and the other a very beautiful church.

If my curiofity was gratified by a view of the dif-

ferent works carried on at the forge, I had a flill

higher pleafure in obferving die good-humour,

candour, and friendfliip, with which Mr. Pyll

treated his people, and the confidence which, in

their turn, they repofed in him. At the workfhops,

he appeared like a father paying a vific to his

children, rather than a mafter fuperintending his

workmen. The little tour which I took with him.

raifed my fpirits, and filled my heart with ad-

miration.

After tea we went to fee the iron formed rnta

pigs ; an operation which is performed at ilated

times, when all the heterogenous matter has been

fe|)arated from the m.etal. It is then made to run.

from the furnace in which it has beenfmelted, ifiuing

like a torrej]t of fire through a hole opened at th*

bottom, into moulds of fand prepared to receive

it. Great care is taken to keep the moulds dry, as

the ie aft damp makes them liable to fplit ; and

before the metal is permitted to run, they feparate

from it the Jcorue^ or grolTer parts, which rife in a

2 foaiTi
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foam above the liquid mafs. Through another

hole, contrived above that by which the metal

pafles, ihtfcoria is made to ifTue from the furnace ;

and it is then formed by moulds into the lliape of

bricks, inllead of which it is afterwards ufed by

builders.

The next morning I accompanied the gen-

tleman, whom I before mentioned as a counfellor

of the mines, to fee the preparations making for a

wall, to be conftrufted between the mine of Dan-

nemora and a lake about a quarter of a league

diftant. The Water that turns the great hydraulic

wheel is obtained from this lake, v/hich there is

fome reafon to fear may one day penetrate through

the interftices of the rock, and drown the whole

mine. To guard againft this evil, they have

made, partly by explofions, partly by hewing the

rock, an excavation ofan ailonifhing depth, in which

they intend to place a wall made o( Jcorite piled

up and mixed with lime. The walls of this fort

are thus made. When the Jcoria are piled up,

and the moiflened lime has been properly inter-

mixed, the wall is prefTed between planks fo placed,

as to form a fort of double inclofure of the height

and diftance defred ; the compofition is then left

to dry between the planks, and when thefe are re-

moved the wail is fini(hed. The garden of the

manor-houfe is enclofed by fuch a wall^ and Mr.

Pyll afiured me, that by experiments made for

1 2 fcveral
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feveral years, the Jcori^ of iron are proved to be

more proper for this purpofe than thofe of copper.

I remained at Ofierhy that day and part of the

next, employing myfelf in viewing a fecond time

the operations of the forges, of which I took a

very exa6t account. My hofts ftrove to detain

me with them for feveral days : but the mines of

Fahlun and Sahla, the dock of Carlfcroon, &c.

v/ere ftill unfeen, and I reccUefted that I had yet

a long journey to make. On this account I re-

fufed myfelf the pleafure of a longer flay.

A few miles from OJierby there is a foundeiy

of cannon, belonging to Mr. Wahrendorf. From

thence our republic received a great quantity in

the laft war, and I faw there an officer of our ar-

tillery, who was ftill employed to examine and re-

ceive them.

I left Ofterby on the third day after my arrival,

and parted with great regret from my worthy hofts,

whofe kindnefs I can never forget, and whofe at-

tention to my convenience extended beyond the

time of my ftay amongft them. Without my
knowledge, they had placed in the boot of my
voiture, lome bottles of excellent wine, and a va-

riety of good provifions, by which for feveral days

I was kept from lamenting the miferable fiire of

the inns.

Juft before my departure I dined once more

with Mr, and Mad. Pyll, and fome of their neigh-

bours.
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bours, whom I found very cheerful, amiable, and

well educated. I arrived foon after at Loffta, an

eftate and forge belonging to the Baron de Geer,

to whom I had been recommended, but who was

unfortunately from home, upon a vifit to his brother

at ibme eilates poflelied by the latter near Stock-

holm.

Of Loffta, however, I intend to give you fome

account in my next letter. In the mean time I

remain, &c. &c.

LETTER XIL

Copenhagen, Dec. . . , 1785,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

A have yet fomething to

tell you of the mine of Dannemora, in addition

to what you have already read upon the fubjeft.

You are aware that nature has enriched this

kingdom with a vaft number of mines of iron, which

metal, even in its pure ftate, is alfo found in

many of the rocks of Sweden and Lapland. The

richeft of all thefe mines is that of Dannemora,

which often yields at the rate of 60 per cenf, while

the others afford only 30. The iron obtained

from it is known in Europe under the name of

Oeregrund iron, (a port of the Baltic Sea in the

I 3 north
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north of Upland) and is chiefly iifed by the

Englilh, who manufafture it into the fteel fo ce-

lebrated for its elafticity, firength and beauty of

polifh, which they alone know how to give it.

The mine was firft difcovered in 1470, and the

ore was then Ibid in its rough ftate, and un-

fmelted, to the merchants of Lubec^ who fetched it

in their veflels. Forges and hammer-mills were af-

terwards confrrudled under tlie reign of Guflavus

Vafa.

The iron obtained from Sv/eden undergoes three

principal operations.

ift. The ore is extrafled from the m.ine.

2dly. It is fmelted in the great furnace ; and,

3dly. The iron is perfedled by the labours of

the forge.

Large quantities of wood and charcoal are con-

fumed in thefe operations, which could not be

carried into efFecl, or even fubfift together in the

fame country, but for the abundant fupply of its

forePts, The pcrfons concerned in working the

mines, are for the moft part able to fmelt the ore,

and form the metal into pigs j but this they are

never permitted to do, unlels their own forefts are

fufficient to fupply them with fuel. Even thofe

forges, which do not belong to the proprietors of

mines, are obliged to receive their iron in pigs,

only from the mines to which they are afligned,

and to make into bars no more than a certain

c^uantity



( "9 )

quantity proportioned to the wood they are able to

obtain.

Thefe pigs are oblong mafTes, the weight of

which is limited to three Jchijp *. The annual

produce of all the iron mines is computed at

400,000 fchiip, of which a tenth part, or 40,000

fchifp, is faid to be furniflied in bars by that of

Dannemora alone*

The whole quantity is forged and hammered by

566 hammer-mills, and 1007 of the fmaller forges.

Three hundred thoufand Jchijp are annually ex-

ported, and the remainder confumed in domellic

manufadlures.

The mines, fmeking- furnaces, and forges, afford

employment to 25,600 men. Of thefe

4,000 are employed in digging the ore, and in

the internal labours of the mines.

10,800 in felling, cutting, and carrying wood,

and making it into charcoal.

2,000 in fmeking the ore at the furnaces ; allow-

ing 250 days, or forty weeks for linelting

alone.

1,800 in removing the iron from the linelting-

furnaces to the forges.

600 in the carriage of fand, gravel, and timber.

* The fcliifj is a Swedilh weight, which is givater or id's in

proportion to the fubftances weighed. That here meant is equal to

3 6 lb.

I 4 4»oco
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4iOOO in the carriage of 1,400,000 lads of char-

coal, made from 1,260,000 cords of wood.

2,400 in forging the iron.

25,600*

At Lofila, which is five miles to the northward

of Ofterby, I arrived about midnight, and found a

tolerably comfortable inn. The landlord had

been maitre-d'hotel to Mr. de Geer^ whom you

knew at the Hague in quality of Envoy from

Sweden, and he here added to the employments of

innkeeper and poft mafter, that of fub-infpedor

of the forges. He addreffed me by name imme-

diately upon my arrival, gave me an excellent

fupper, profefled a great efteem for the Dutch,

and fhewed me by his bill the pext day, that he

had at leaft an equal fondnefs for their money.

Throughout all Sweden, but efpecially in the

northern provinces, apartments a,re appropriated in

the manfions of the nobility for the reception and

accommodation of travellers recommended to their

C4re. Even the abfence of the owners does not at

all prevent vifitors of this fort frorn taking up their

rcfidence in thefe apartments j and they are at thofe

times received and fupplied with neceflaries by an

* Thefe accounts are all taken from an Academical Difcourfe,

written by the feiiator Count Storkenflromt entitled Om Sucnjka

'^acrnbruks-Hccringen.

3 in.
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intendant, called verwaltcr. This cuftom was ob-

ferved at Loflla, where, on the day after my ar-

rival, I was invited to lodge at the fannly feat by

the intendant of Mr. de Geer.

The houfe is inferior in appearance to that of

Ofterby, but the gardens, which are the mod

northerly of Europe, are much larger and more

magnificent. Moft of the fruits are obtained by

artificial heatj and even the mulberry-tree, the

marfhmallow and virgin's bower, which with us

endure the cold of the whole year, are here pre-

ferved in orangeries during the lummer, and in

the winter in hot-houfes. Yet the verdure was

very pleafing, and there were fome beautiful

flowers, fuch as I was aftonifhed to fee in a country,

which, for eight months of the year, is covered

with frkow. Adjoining to the gardens is the village

or forge, exceeding in beauty any that I faw in

Sweden, except that of Ofterby, which is larger.

It confifts of one long ftreet, and is entirely in-

habited by the workmen, clerks, and diredtors of

the forges.

Here, as well as at Ofterby, the iron is worked

and formed into bars, in a manner pradtifed by the

Walloons, a colony of whom have been eftablifhed

at both places for above two centuries. The

German method, which is ufcd at rrioft of th.e other

gorges, is lefs expenfive, but the iron is faid tQ be

of inferior quality,

At
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At Suderfors, an eftate belonging to Meflrs.

Grill and Pyll, there is a forge at which the ore

of Dannemora is fnaelted, and a confiderable ma-

nufadory of anchors carried on. The village,

though inferior to the other two, has fome beauty,

and, like them, is entirely inhabited by the work-

men. The manor-houfe, which, as well as all

the others in this country, is built of wood, is

large, commodious, and well furnifhed -, and has

a fmall tower, or cupola, at the top, with a very

extenfive and charming profped. Mr. Grill, jun.

and his lady, here pafled a part of the fummer,

and afforded me a very gracious welcome.

From Suderfors I went to Gefle, fituated on

the gulph of Bothnia. The port is a very

good one, and the town, which is the capital of

Gaftricia, is the refidence of the provincial go-

vernor. To arrive at it you are obliged to pafs

the river Dahl, at a ferry about two leagues from

the town, half a league above which, near a fmall

village named Elfearfleby, the river makes a

fuperb and pifturefque fall. Of this a very ac-

curate and able dcfcription has been given by Mr.

Wraxall, who erroneoufly made this the extent of

his tour, leaving the copper mine at Fahlun, and

the works of Carlfcroon unfeen. It is formed by

a large rock, crowned with high firs, which, oc-

cupying the middle of the river, occafions the

waters to rife in two fpouts, or catarads, that af-

terwards
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terwards unite and fall into the giilph;, a few

leagues below Gefle. One of thefe has a defcent

of about fifty feet, and the other, though of lefs

perpendicular height, precipitates its waters from

rock to rock by a thouland cafcades, of which the

foam is fo copious, and rifes to fuch a height, as to

be perceptible even at the dillance of a league.

In the middle of the perpendicular fall, a black

rock projedts itfelf, and, with the fingle fir-tree

which grows upon it, increafes the efFeft of this

yery fingular view.

Salmon is taken here in great quantities, efpe-

cially about the ifland or rock which feparates the

river into two parts. Thither, however, the fifh-

ermen never venture but at the rifle of their lives,

the lower part being inaccefTibie on account of the

agitation of the waters, and the upper, to which

they are obliged to have recourfe, expofing them

to be precipitated over the rocks by the current,

whenever accident or negled: brings their vefTei

within its reach.

The river Dahle, which is the largeft in Sweden,

has its fource amongfl the mountains of Norway.

From thence it runs through the whole length of

Dalecarlia, and, after watering one part of Wefl-

mannia, and dividing Gaftricia from Upland, falls

into the gulph of Bothnia near Gefle.

At Gefle, where I went unprovided with any

letter of recommendation, I had a frelli infcance

of
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of SwediHi hofpitality and politencfs. I arrived

during the night, and the next morning at break-

faft received a vifit from an officer of a provincial

regiment, who offered me his fervices in the moft

obliging manner, and conduced me over the

whole town. In this ramble I faw a confiderable

repofitory of iron in bars, intended for exportation

to England, and by him I was introduced to one

of the firft families, who gave me an invitation to

dine and fup, Gefle is fituated upon a fmall gulph

within that of Bothnia; the little river Hazuna

runs through it, and, pouring its waters into a

large and deep canal, affords an entrance for vef-

fels into the town and dock. A dreadful fire,

which happened in 1778, deflroyed two-thirds of

the place, and the inhabitants have not yet ob-

tained money enough to repair the damage.

At a little diftance from Gefle I

Province entered the province of Dalecarlia,

or of which Fahlun is the capital.

Dalecarlia. The inhabitants are diftinguifhed

by the names of black and grey

Dalecarlians, the former of whom are alfo fome-

times called iron Dalecarlians, from the number

of iron nails in their fhoes. Thefe inhabit the

northern and mountainous parts of the province,

where the number of inhabitants fo much exceeds

the means of fubfiflence, that they are fcen depart-

ing in troops for the more cultivated provinces, in

ic;j.rcli
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fearch of labour and food. Their peaceful Irrup-

tions are ufually nnade about the time of harveft,

and, as they are accuflomed to live with great tem-

perance, they often return into their own country,

with fome fruits of their labour and oeconomy.

The Dalecarlians make good foldiers, and are, in

general, an ad:ive, brave, and laborious people,

jealous of oppreflion, and much attached to their

ancient cuftoms and conftitution.

I am, &c. &c.

LETTER XIII.

Copenhagen, Dec. . . . 1785.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

X N my journey from Fahkin

to Avefla, which I expected to finifh in a few hours,

I was delayed by the want of poft-horfcs, and ob-

liged to flop, about two hours after midnight, at

a fmall town called Sater. At the inn I found the

doors open, and the rooms empty ; and, being un-

able to roufe any perfon by my lliouts, I ftumbled

from one chamber to another, and at length dif-

covered the landlord and his wife, fafl afleep upoa

a crib, and without any clothes or covering but

their linen. The woman, who arofe upon my firfl:

entrance, appeared much aftonilhed, and to my
queftions.
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qneftions, exprefTed to her in German, replied widl

jt torrent of words, which I took for Dalecar-

lian abufe, but luckily did not very well under-

ftand. At length we began to connprehend each

other's meaning, and fhe put on a fort of under-

petticoatj while her hufband remained upon the

crib, and, having once opened his eyes and fur-

"veyed me, turned himfelf round, and again fell

afleep. With the landlady, however, I foon made

my peace, and was lliewn by her into a fmall

room, where I fpread my mattrefs upon the floor,

and got a comfortable nap of two hours.

The emptinefs of the houfe was owing, it feems,

to the hay-harvefl, which, at this feafon of the

year, employs all the fervants both by day and

night. But through the greateft part of Sweden,

efpecially to the northward of Stockholm, the

cioors of the houfes, and even thofe of the inner-

rooms, are thus left open during the night, both

in the towns and in the country ; an inftance of

confidence and fecurity, in which the inhabitants

are very well juftified by experience, thieves being

iinkncnvn in Sweden, except in garrifon-towns, and

amongft the regiments of raifed'troops.

Kalf way between Fahlun and Sater, I vifited a

place celebrated for the prote6Vion which Guftavus

Vafa there found in the houfe of a clergyman, af-

ter efcaping from the treachery of a Dalecarlian

g(?nrkman, named Peterfon, who intended to de-

liver
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liver him into the hands of Chrlftlern *. He was

faved by the wife of this gentleman, " who, touched

" by compaffion, or, perhaps, by a yet more ten-

** der motive, fent him in the night in company

" with a domeftic and two faithful Dalecarlians,

" to the houfe of this clergyman, from whence he

" was conveyed and hid in the church. The fe-

** cret was faithfully kept, and the Danes, by thefe

" means, loft all traces of Guftavusf."

The place is called Ornas, and is entirely infu-

lated amongft mountains and woods, at the diftance

of half a league from the great road, upon the

banks of a fmall lake. The church has been

fince converted into a houfe, of very fingular ftruc-

ture and appearance, the ftair-cafe being on the

outfide. It Hands confiderably above the reft, and

is at prefcnt inhabited as a country refidence, by

an officer of the mines at Fahlun.

A large hall upon the fecond floor, is confe-

crated to the memory of this event. There they

have erefted a fort of throne, with a canopy of

blue filk, worked with golden fieurs de llsy and

under it is placed a flame of Guftavus of the natu-

ral fize, ;jrmed completely from top to toe, and in

the very armour which he wore upon his arrival at

Ornas. By his fide ftands a figure of his domeftic,

* A. D. 1520.

t Vertot's Revolutions of Sweden ; vol. i. p. 113 o^ the French

edition.

in
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in complete armour, and the door is guarded by

his two faithful Dalecarlians, habited according to

the fafhion of their country, and adorned with

long beards. Each holds in his hand a crofs-bow,

and at his fide has a quiver filled with arrows.

They are alfo provided with fabres of a tremen-

dous fize, and the whole room is ornamented with

pieces of ancient armour, ufed by Gullavus upon

different occafions, and prefented by him to his

faithful hoft. Amongft feveral little articles of

furniture is ihewn his watch, which is made en-

tirely of thick copper.

On my journey from Avefta to Sater, at the dif-

tance of feveral leagues from the latter, I went to

the mineral watering-place called Saterbronn, where

profeflbr Menanderhielm of Upfal then refided.

This is nothing more than a little hamlet of wooden

houfes, built, like thofe of the common peafants,

of the trunks of fir-trees laid horizontally upon

each other, and joined at the interftices by layers of

mofs. In a large fquare, formed by fuch houfes,

I was received by a number of curious perfons,

who furrounded my '-joiture, enquiring m.y name

and bufinefs at the place. From them I learned,

that with refpedl to lodging and food, the whole

hamlet was under the direction of a medicinal pro-

feflbr from Upfal, who foon after afTigned me a

lodging for the night in one of thefe little houfes,

which was fortunately vacant. My refidence con-

tained
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tained two very neat chambers for my own life, and

a clofet for nny fervant, a Imall bed without cur-

tains, four chairs, a table, a looking- glafs, and a

bureau with drawers. I had fcarcely taken pofTef-

fion before I was vifited by a nobleman, decorated

with the enligns of an order, who, in quality of

grand huntfman to his Majefty, the Baron Oxen-

ftiern, came to do the honours of the place. He
welcomed me to Saterbronn, and, when he found

I had a letter for Mr. Menanderhielm, infifted

upon my ftaying a couple of days with the com-

pany, to whom, as well as to Mr. Menanderhielm,

he offrred me his introdu6lion. As I arrived after

the ufiial time of dinner, I was ferved in my own

apartment, and, afterwards, this gentleman con-

duced me to the general promenade, which conlifts

of *bne large alley of linden-trees, elms, and pop-

lars, bordered on both fides with meadows and

paftures, beyond which the view terminates in fome

woods of fir-trees. The mineral fpring rifes in a

beautiful faloon at the top of this alley, where we

found many walkers, who all lamented the cffeds

of fome diforder, while their countenances wore an

appearance of health which belied their complaints.

Mr. the Baron introduced me to the whole com-

pany, and particularly to Mr. Menanderhielm,

whofe converfation made my flay at Saterbronn

highly agreeable. Our walk continued till the clock

flriking fix gave the fignal for prayer, when we all

K affembled
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affembled in a hall furnifhed with benches, where

the minifter was waiting for us in a fmall pulpit

about four feet high. After a hymn, he gave

us a difcourfe for a few minutes, and a prayer -,

another hymn concluded the fervice. We then

returned to our walk, from whence, at feven

o'clock, the found of a bell fummoned us to fup-

per, which was ferved in three fmall wooden houfes,

the price of eating differing at each. I fupped

in the beft of thefe with the Baron, and Mr.

Menanderhielm, who both fpoke French, and with

fome very pleafing Swedifh ladies, whofe conver-

fation I unfortunately could not underftand.

The ufe of wine is prohibited, but was per-

mitted to me, as a ftranger, by the Profeffbr, who

has here the government of the company. At eight

o'clock the fame profelfor announced that the hour

of refe(5tion was expired, and each perfon imme-

diately arofe to enjoy the beauties of the evening.

At nine the found of a bell gave notice to the wa-

ter-drinkers that it was time to retire, the efficacy

of the waters depending much upon a due obfer-

vance of regimen. I was fomewhat fatigued,

and, therefore, very gladly conformed to the fame

j-ule.

At four o'clock, I was roufed by the found of

a bell, which had been before noticed to me as

the fignal for opening the fpring to the peafants

and poorer people, who are not permitted to mix

with
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with the better fort. At five the fame bell warm

them to depart, and the company then iiTue from

their cabins, each taking the dofe prefcribed

under the direftionof the Profeflbr, who is prefent.

After this, each perfon walks or returns home as

he pleafes, and, an hour afterv/ards, when the

dofe is fuppofed to have taken effeft, breakfaft is

ferved in the feveral cabins. The bell is not

heard again till twelve, when the company aflemble

to a frugal dinner, which Mr. Profeflbr almofl re-

duces to the ftandard of a Baratarian repail. I

was, however, very glad to flay another day in a

place where I was received with great politenefs

by perlbns whofe converfation and manners were

highly agreeable.

The next morning at five I repaired to the ipring,

to take my leave of the company, and with an

intention of difcharging my fhare of the expences

;

this, however, the Profeflbr would by no means

permit me do, adding to the many other civi-

lities fliewed iTie here, his thanlcs for my vifit, and

a prefllng invitation to prolong it.

The mode of life at this watering-place, is uni-

formly fuch as I have defcribed it j their days are

not diverfified by play or public fpedtacles, but the

company are, at the fame time, free from fhar-

pers and dupes, each perfon reforting thither for

the cure or prevention of fome difordcr, not with

a defire of increafing his fortune. Nearly the

K 2 fame
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fame manners and habits prevail in all the mineral

watering-places of Sweden, except that at Medivi,

plays are reprefented, during the refidence of the

King's fifter, or of any branch of the royal family.

Dancing, which Mr. Profefibr confiders as pro«

moting the efFe6t of the waters, is the only amufe-

ment to be enjoyed at Saterbronn, and this is per-

mitted but once in a week, between the hour of

dinner and feven o'clock in the evening. On

that day the hall, which in the morning ferved

for a church, is in the afternoon prepared for a

ball-room, and the pulpit exchanged for an or-

cheftra.

When all the company have retired for the

feafon, the public and private buildings are fhut

up, the Profeflbr takes the keys, and the place is

abandoned till the next year, when, a few weeks

before the commencement of the feafon, the Pro-

feflbr takes thither a number of workmen, exa-

mines what repairs are wanted, and takes care that

the whole place is rendered habitable and con-

venient. This is always done at the expence of

the province, and is a very great public benefit.

From Avefta, where I arrived in good time, I

fet out for the mine of filver at Sahla. On the

road I changed horfes, and obferving a very fteep

defcent, at the bottom of which was a floating

bridge, over an arm of the river Dahl, I was un-

willing to be driven down it by the intoxicated

beaft
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beaft who was allotted me for a coachman, and,

therefore, direded my fervant to take the reins.

By fome accident they fell from him, and the

leaders, haraffed and provoked by the fhaft-horfes,

foon threw the feeble poftiJion, a child of ten or

eleven years old, and the whole fet flew down the

defccnt with a velocity which I cannot now re-

coiled without horror. At one moment the car-

riage feemed ready to rufh into the river, towards

which the road at firft directs itfelf, but the horfes

with great dexterity turned the corner, and pafTed

the bridge, exadly in the middle, with the fwift-

nefs of lightning. The bridge, which was com-

pofed only of the trunks of fir-trees, bent beneath

the aftion and weight of the carriage, while the

ruggednefs of the flooring increafed the chance of

an overturn, and the paltry railing, which ran

along it, feemed a very flight defence againfl: any

kind of accident. A fl:eep afcent on the other

fide of the river confiderably checked the fury of

the horfes, and, with the afliftance of the coach-

man, whom the fright had fobered, I foon reftored

every thing to its proper place. In the mean

time we were joined by our little pofl:ilion, who

had received only a flight contuflon from the fall.

Sahla, a town of a moderate fize, is built entirely

of wood, in fl:raight ilreets, which all iflTue from a

large opening in the center. It is, however, a

very dirty, difagreeable place, and the fl:reets are

K 3 fo
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fo over-run with grafs, that, every evening, before

the fhutting of the gates, cattle are drove in to

feed till the morning. The town is celebrated for

having been the refidence of the royal family, in the

year 17 lo, while Stockholm was ravaged by a pefti-

lential diforder, which carried oft 20,000 perfons.

In a fmall mountain, at the

Silver Mine, diftance of half a league from

the town, is the famous filver

mine. The defcent into it is at firft by ladders

placed in an opening of about ten feet in diameter,

there being no large excavation, as at Dannemora

or Fahlun. In one of the firft galleries, at the

depth of about fifty- feet, you arrive at the bottom

of thefe ladders, and the defcent by buckets be-

gins. Here, however, the exccfTive cold, and the

danger of this mode of travelling, checked my
progrefs. The buckets are v/orked in the fame

manner as the barrels at Fahlun and Dannemora,

and the mechanifm of the pumps is exa(5tly fimilar,

except that there arc here two large wheels, each of

the diameter of 44 fecr. This mine, which is

the moll ancient and the richeft of all thole of

filver in Sweden, was firft worked in the year 11 8 8,

and through the whole of the fourteenth century

yielded 24,000 marks ^^r annum. In the fifteenth

century the annual produce funk to 20,000 marks,

and under the reign of Charles the Tenth to 2,000 ;

at prefent the quantity is dill lefs, the ore yielding

fo
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fo little as two lots of pure filver per quintal. The
principal gallery, from which the richeft ore is ex-

trafted, is entirely fallen in, and they are at prefent

employed in making new openings, in order to ar-

rive perpendicularly upon the vein. Formerly the

lead ufed in precipitating the filver from the ore

was brought from England, but the mine itfelf

now affords enough for the operation.

Half a league from the town is the forge, under

which name is comprifed a large town inhabited

entirely by the workmen and thofe employed as

infpedors. Here the ore is brought from the mine,

and the filver is obtained by the following procefs.

ift. They pound the ore, in order to feparate

from it thofe parts which are mere itone, and they

afterwards wafh it in a tub, over which they fpread

a coarfe linen cloth.

2dly. The mafs, thus cleanfed, undergoes a ibrt

of calcination in a vaulted furnace, the heat of

which makes it unite and form one body, but is

not fufficient to produce fufion.

jdly. They add to this calcined mafs, fomc

fecret matter or preparation of their own, which

has the property of attrafting the filver and lead

contained in the mafs, while the fulphur is made

to evaporate; both bodies are fufed before they

are fuffered to cool.

4thiy. The fcori^, which contain iron, are

taken off, and the lead, united in fufion with the

K 4 filver.
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filver, runs through a hole made for that pur-

pofe.

5thly. This mafs (werkbly) is afcerwards refined

in the refining furnace (trib-herd) and fent in

lumps to the moneyer's office in Stockholm.

The mine was formerly worked for the fole

profit of the crown, but in the year 1682 it was

undertaken by a fociety, whofe ftock is divided into

aoc fiiares.

At the houfe of the infpeftor, I was fhewn the

buckets in which the kings Charles the Tenth and

Eleventh defcended to the bottom of the mine, and

aifo three others ufed by his prefent Majefty, when

Prince Royal, and his two brothers. The drefles

worn by them in their defccnt are alfo preferved

;

they are made of black filk, and fafhioned entirely

like thofe of the miners.

It is now time that I fhould conclude this letter,

with afTuring you how much

I am, &c. &:c.

LETTER XIV.

Copenhagen, Jan. . . . 1786.

MY PEAR FRIEND,

iVl Y journey from the

mine to Carlfcroon carried me through Enkioping,

a wretched town, worfe even than Sahla, and into

which
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which cows, iheep, hogs, and geeCcy are drove

from the country every night to graze upon the

herbage that over-runs the llreets. It is, however,

celebrated for its antiquity, having been one of the

refidences of the kings, before the tinnes of Odin,

and is very well fituated upon the lake Malern,

which enables it to carry on fome traffick in the

interior parts of the country.

IVefleraSy or Arojen, the firft place in Weft-

fnannia, is a very ancient city, the refidence of an

archbiihop and of the governor of the province.

It is fituated upon the mouth of the river Swarta,

which, after dividing the city into two parts, falls

into the lake Malern. Of this fituation its name

is faid to be defcriptive j yfr, fignifying a river or

lake J osy a mouth, and Wefira relating to Upfal,

which is fometimes called Oefter-aros. The ca-

thedral is remarkable for its beautiful tower, and

for a number of tombs, amongft which is that of

Eric the Fourteenth *, and thofe of many arch-

biftiops : and the city is celebrated in the annals of

Sweden, the government having here been changed

from an eledtive to an hereditary monarchy f

.

Stomfhohn, a royal feat at the diftance of a few

leagues from Wefteras, is a very ancient and rui-

* Eric XIV. after an imprifonment of eight years at Gripfholm,

took a draught of hemlock in 1577, by command of King John,

his brother.

f The crown of Sweden was declared hereditary A. D. 1544,

in favour of the male defcendants of Guftavus Vafa.

nous
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nous building, which the king never ufes except

by dining in it when he comes to view his ftud.

The ftailions are much boafted of, but I faw only-

fix, of which two from Spain, one from Tartary,

and another from Denmark were the finefl:. The
brood mares and foals were then at grafs at Kongfor,

a village at the diftance of a few leagues, where

there are fome beautiful pafture grounds upon the

banks of a canal, running from the lake Malern

to Arboga. They were all {hewn to me by the

perfon who has the care of them, and I faw none

that formed an exception to my general remark,

that the Swedifh horfes, although ftrong and

hardy, are by no means beautiful, and are, in ge-

neral, liable to the fpavin.

In. the afternoon I embarked with my voiture in

a large boat, in order to make the pafTage of the

lake Hielmarn. A perfedt calm foon made it ne-

cefTary to row, and the oars were plied by two men

and four women ; the firfl in rags and half naked,

the latter covered only by their fhifts and Ihort

under-petticoats. Indeed the exceffive heat made

Tuch fort of clothing a luxury; and though I was

fhekered from the fun by the hood of my voiture,

and had a moft delightful profpedt of the veflels

and iflands upon the lake, I could not avoid

longing for the moment of landing, when I might

enjoy the fhade of the woody mountains, which

bounded the profpedt on the oppofite fhore. The

paffage,
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paiTage, however, was not made in lefs than four

hours*, and it was night before I arrived d.x.AIalmary

a village connpofed of about a dozen huts, at the

foot of a mountain called Malmar haka, or moun-

tain of Malmar.

I had been warned of the danger of pafllng this

mountain, which abounds with heights and de-

fcents, bordered by fteep rocks and horrid pre-

cipices. But the other road makes a circuit of

four miles, and, therefore, after taking the pre-

caution of ordering fome peafants to follow me

in a waggon, I began my afcent of the mountain,

and arrived at the top about half an hour before

midnight. The fun was already below the hori-

zon, and though the moon fhone very clearly, the

enormous wood of fir-trees through which I tra-

velled, was almoft impervious to its feeble beams.

As the peafants had exerted themfelves confiderably

in the afcent, it was neceflary to flop, and afford

them fome refrefhment ; I had excellent brandy

and knikkebroe, which foon reftored their courage,

while the promife of a farther reward, revived the

induftry of thofe who, already wearied with the un-

dertaking, began to talk of returning home. We
then commenced the defcent, which was of fo much

difficulty and danger, that fome of the peafants

were obliged to walk upon the edge of a pre-

cipi ce, fupporting the carriage with their fhoulders,

* The lake is there about two leagues in breadth.

and
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and others were employed in reftraining the fury of

the horfes, who, provoked by the continual jolting

of the carriage againft their hams, could fcarcely

be prevented from exerting their fpeed. While I

was thus travelling, for a great part of the time, in

litter darknefs, my voiture every moment likely to

be dafhed to peices by a rock, or hurled down a

precipice, I added to the real evils which fur-

rounded me, the pains of apprehenfion j I knew

myfclf to be in the power of the poftilions and

peafants, who might have robbed and murdered

me without danger of difcovery ; and, notwith-

ftanding my endeavours, I found my fears upon

this, account unconquerable, till the rifing fun

(hewed me the beauties of a more level country,

with the towers of Nordkioping in perfpeftive. At

length we arrived at the bottom of the mountain, and

i rewarded my peafants for their honefly and labour.

A magnificent road, making

Nordkioping. part of that called the royal one

from Stockholm to Nordkioping,

condu6led me to the latter place, where, after a

few hours reft, I delivered my letters to Mr. Shaff,

a merchant, who received me with great hofpitality,

and fliewed me every thing remarkable in the city.

Nordkioping is fituated upon a gulph, called

BratvikeUj making part of the Baltic Sea, into

which the river Motala, after traverfing the city,

pours its waters. It is one of the largeft and moft

mercantile
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mercantile places in Sweden, having a manufac-

tory of articles in brafs, and a confiderable com-

merce with France, of which thefe are the chief

fupport.

Brafs, you know, is made by fufing copper and

lapis calaminaris together in large crucibles, from

which the melted mafs is made to run into fiat

moulds formed in the fhape of double tubs. After

this, the plates of metal are here cut into ftripcs

by fcilTars, and thefe ftripes are drawn, by means

of ftrong pincers, through five difi^erent holes,

under which rollers are kept continually turning,

in order to give the wire its proper Ihape. The

fcifTars, pincers, rollers, and hammers, by which

the plates are rendered more perfedly flat, are all

put in motion by an immenfe wheel, that turns

feveral others, and is itfelf adled upon by the

river, the primum mobile of the whole. By this
,

means alfo the larfi;e bellows ufed at the furnaces

are worked.

Befides this manufactory, which is the property

of an individual, there are others of guns, cloths,

paper, &c.

Nordkioping, though not the capital of Of-

trogothia, is by far the moft confiderable city in

the province, both with refped to its buildings,

and the number and riches of the inhabitants.

Its extenfive commerce gives it an air of adivity

and opulence, which alfo appears in the furnitur'.

of
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of the houfes, and the magnificence of the enter-

tainments. From Nordkioping I went to Lind-

koping, the capital of Oftrogothiaj and the refi-

dence of the governor of the province, fituated

upon the river St'dng, It is one of the moll anci-

ent cities in Sweden, but very fmall and ill-built.

The moll: remarkable objed is the cathedral, which,

after that of Upfal, is the largeft in the kingdom.

In it are fome very handfome tombs belonging

to the families of Blieke and Lowenhaupt. The

houfes, as in the other towns of Sweden, are of

wood, but badly conftrudted, and with a mean

appearance. The town-houfe, the chancery-office

and the caftle, or feat in which the governor re-

fides, are the only Itone-buildings.

Not far from this city is a fmall lake, of which

a very extraordinary circumftance is related. It is

laid that from time to time a fmall ifland appears

upon the furface of the lake, which, after remain-

ing vifible for, perhaps, the fpace of a year, fud-

denly difappears, and is not feen again for four,

five, and often for fix years afterwards. It is co-

vered with herbs, ftones, and the roots and trunks

of trees. The pharnomenon, whatever may be

the caufe of it, has been feen by the King;, as I was

told by the commandanu of a marine regiment at

Carlfcroon, who afTured me that he had walked

with his Majefty upon the ifland.

2 I went
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I went four miles out of my road to view the

celebrated antiquities of Wadftena, a fmall city,

fituated upon the banks of the lake JVeitern. There

I arrived about night, and, after a wretched fup-

per, which very well correfponded with the ap-

pearance of the inn, I wrapped myfelf in my
Schantjloopery and endeavoured to get a nap upon

my mattrefs. From reftlefs flumbers, and the

company of a whole brood of infedts, I was very

glad to be roufed by the rays of the fun, which,

with the delightful appearance of the morning,

invited me to walk and view the town. A fine

alley of trees led to the lake, upon which the fun

now rofe with all his fplendour, while its furface re-

fledled the bright clouds that fwam lightly through

the atmofphere, and a beautiful ifland, rifmg \n

the middle, formed an amphitheatre of meadows

and cultivated grounds. Unwilling to quit fuch a

fcene without a full enjoyment of it, I feated my-

felf upon a little eminence, which commanded the

whole, and there involuntarily fellafleep. I fhould

not have mentioned this circumftance, if it was not

rendered extraordinary by the total want of recol-

leftion and abfence of mind which enfued upon my
waking. I found myfelf ftretched upon the earth,,

entirely ignorant of my fituation, unable to remem-

ber even the name of the place, and without any

knowledge of the circumftances which brought me

thither. Whether my late fatigues fufnciently ac-

count
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count for it, I know not, but I remained in this

ftate for a quarter of an hour, and it was only by

repeating frequently to the palTengers the word

chivergoor, that I was able to obtain a diredion to

my inn.

While I was breakfafting upon fome bad coffee

and knikkehroe:, I was vifited by four gentlennen,

who, after bowing very refpeftfuUy, began to accoft

me in the Swedifh language, of which, in a few words

that I had learned to repeat upon fuch occafions,

I foon informed them I was ignorant. They then

went away, and in about halfan hour returned with

an officer, who by his grey hairs, and the order of

the fword, with which he was decorated, ap-

peared to have feen fervice. He told me, in very

good French, that the gentlemen, his companions,

were members of the regency, who had commif-

fioned him, a lieutenant-colonel of engineers, to

exprefs their good wilhes, and make me a tender

of their ferviccs during my ftay at the place. I ex-

pieffed to lieutenant-colonel Eillehok my fenfe of

this politenefs, and, after accepting an invitation

to dine at the houfe of one of thefe gentlemen, I

was condufted by him to fee the curiofities of the

place.

The cathedral was built by Sr. Bridget in 1348'

Near it ilands a building, the remains of a mona-

ftery eftabliflied by the fame perfon, but now con-

verted to a more ufeful purpofe, having been en-

dowed
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dowed by Queen Chriftina, with a fund for die fup-

port of wounded and aged foldiers. Mr. Eillehok

has at prefent the fuperintendance of this inftitu^

tion, which admits only a limited number. In the

cathedral the ornaments of the altar, the crucifix,

the ftatues of male and female faints, and that of

St. Bridget herfelf, are exaftly the fame as in her

tim.e. A fon of Guftavus Vafa, known in hiftory

by the name of Duke Magnus, lies interred here.

Of feeble intellefts from his earlieft childhood, his

father afligned him a refidence in a large gothic

feat, that ftill remains entire, the facade of which

is a beautiful fpecimen of this fort of archite6ture,

h is built of ftone, and (lands clofe to the town,

upon the bank of the lake. The infide is now en-

tirely deftroyed, and has been fiited up for a diftil-

lery of brandy, a:nd a manufactory of linens.

After viewing the cathedral, Mr. Eillehok con^

ducked me to another church, of lefs fize, but to-

lerably handfome, where were depofited the reliques

of St. Bridget. She died at Rome, and fome Pope,

I know not who, fent her bones hither, where they

lay in a fine coffin, covered with red velvet, and

ornamented with infcriptions upon plates of filver,

A fmall chapel, in which they are placed, receives

the vifits of the curious and devout.

From this difmal fcene I Was very glad to be

fummoned to dinneij, where the lady of the coun-

fellor did the honours of the table, and, by hei*

L politenefs
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politenefs and attradlions, interefted me much more

than all the venerable antiquities which I left be-

hind. Afterwards we walked towards the lake,

which I was aflured, fometimes exhibits a phseno-

menon ftill more curious than the appearance and

difappearance of the ifland near Lindkioping. In

the flilleft and moft delightful weather, it becomes

on a fudden, violently agitated, and the waves

rife to fuch a height as to make navigation

dangerous. The phyfical caufe of this efFe<5t has

been long fought for, and that to which it is now

attributed is very fingular. It has been obferved,

that the lake is never thus agitated without an ap-

parent caufe, except when that of Conftance in

Switzerland is difturbed by fome tempeft, and,

'vice ver/a, that whenever the wind raifcs the waters

here, thofe of Conflrance are moved in the fame

fudden, and wonderful manner. From thefe cir-

cumftances a communication has been fuppofed to

exift between the two lakes, and the conje6ture is

further fupported by the appearance of fome plants

in each lake, known to be peculiar to the neigh-

bourhood of the other. At Wadflena they make

no fcruple to account for the phaenomenon, by at-

tributing it to fuch a communication ; but you will

confider how far a circumftance fo improbable is

proved by the fadls here mentioned.

I am, &c. &c. &c.

LET-



( 147 )

LETTER XV.

Copenhagen, Jan 1786.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

1 LEFT Wadftena at fix

o'clock at night, and, after a continued journey of

two nights and a day, arrived at Carlfcroon. My
road lay through Smoland, three-fourths of which

confift of immenfe woods and barren rocks, fome-

tinaes ornamented with heaps of ftones that feem to

have been piled up by the hand of man, but very

feldom exhibiting any figns either of inhabitation

or culture. There are, however, fome mines, and,

amongft them, one of gold at Adelfors ; but this

is chiefly remarkable for the fpirit which induces

the adventurers to continue their operations, not-

withftanding the unprofitable labour and expence

at prefent bellowed upon it.

The inhabitants of Smoland are large and ro-

buft, and have the reputation of being defcended,

with lefs corruption than thofe of the other pro-

vinces, from the ancient Goths. They always in-

termarry with each other, and from time imme-

morial no ftranger has been known to fettle

amongft them.

L 2 Carlfcroon,
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Carlfcroon, the capital of the province of Blek-

ing, and the refidence of the governor, is fitu-

ated upon the Ihore of the Baltic fea, and built

upon a large infulated rock. The road to it is

over two other illands, which are joined to the

main-land by three large bridges, and contain two

fuburbs of confiderable fize, but dirty and ill-

built, being inhabited only by the lower fort of

people. The city takes its name from its founder,

Charles the Eleventh. The houfea, though moftly

of wood, are very well built, and many are raifed

to the height of three ftories, ornamented with

fculpture and colonnades, and painted fo as to have

a very beautiful appearance. A handfome church,

which is now building at one of the extremities

near the dock-yard, is intended to form the center

of a large fquare, compofed of many elegant

houfes. While I was there they were employed in

levelling the ground for the fcite of this fquare, by

frequent explofions of gun-powder, an operation

which was alfo performed in feveral flreets, where

the rock rofe in pointed projeftions fo as to make

walking inconvenient, and travelling in a voiture

impofTible.

The inhabitants of Carlfcroon confider Bleking

as the fineft province in the kingdom, and, al-

tliough I was not quite of the fame opinion, it mud
be admitted that the country is in many places very

fruitful, and contains many fine eftates and feats of

the
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the nobility. The province fupports no foldiers, but

is obliged to fuinifh a regiment of marines ; a fort

of militia, which, when the whole number is muf-

tered from the different eftates, amounts to 1 3,000

j;iaen. Of thefe feldom more than a thoufand are

employed, except in time of war, and during their

meetings to exercife. The garrifon of Carlfcrooit

con fills of 1,600 men, divided into three com-

panies.

I had two letters of recommendation, one for

Mr. Pylgardt, a rich merchant, honoured with the

title of Patron of the mines, the other for Vice

Admiral Chapman, direflor of the dock-yard, a

man of very fuperior talents, to which he owes Ka^

fortune, and much efteemed among the Swedes.

He has particularly diltinguilhed himfelf in naval

architefture, having invented a new feftion, and

executed a model upon which the fafteft failing

veffels in the Swedifh fervice are faid to have been

built, A work written by him upon the fubjed of

the navy, is alfo well known and received.

The next day I was conduced by an officer,

who had been in our fervice under Mr. Dedel, to

the port. This is very large and convenient, be-

ing almoft furrounded with docks, and having O:

long bridge, on the two fides of which veffels not

in ufe are kept at moorings. I reckoned here

twenty-eight veffels of the line, and frigates, a-

mongft which were one of 100 guns, one of 96,

L J one
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one of 84, two of 74, and feveral of 60 and 50

guns. The whole fleet, including five veflels now

equipping, confifts of 37 veflels of the line, and

9 frigates. The five veflfels thus fitting our, and

four others, which were in the water, but unrigged,

were built in the courfe of four years. There were

feveral upon the fl:ocks, either wholly, or almofl:

in fkeleton, and I was fliewn one of thefe veflels,

which was conftrufted in fix weeks, all the parts

having been prepared before-hand. The plan of

reviving and increafing the naval force was con-

certed about four years agoj one part of 1782 was

fpent in preparing and collecting the materials,

and in 1783 they began to build. It is intended

to build four veflels annually, till the fleet fliall be

refi:ored to a refpedlable fituation ; and, to defray

the expences of this plan, the King has fufpended

the execution of half the works at the new dock-

Thefe works are, indeed, fliupendous, and exceeded

all the high-wrought expeftations which I had con-

ceived from the accounts given of them. Twenty-

nine years have been already fpend in forming

them, and they yet want much of completion. At

the entrance is a^bafon hollowed in the rock, of

about fifty feet in depth, and furrounded by quays

of free-ftone, at which four men of war may at the

fame time receive or difcharge their fliores. From

this bafon canals of communication are formed,

that, by means of large locks, afford a pafiiage for

e^ch



( li' )

each vcflel into its own dock, of which there arc

twenty for fhips of the line, and ten for frigates.

One of thefe feparate docks, with its canal and

lock, is entirely finilhed. The bottom is com-

pofcd of free ftone, joined and cemented with

pouzzolane, a fort of cement, brought for that

purpofe from Italy, and laid in a bed, which has

been hollowed in the rock, exaftly of the Ihape of

a fhip's keel. Along the whole length of this

dock, they have contrived two ftair-cafes * of

flone, by means of which they ere6t the beams or

fcaffoldings, when the velTel is rendered entirely

dry, in order to be repaired. The walls, which

fupport the roofs and feparate the docks from each

other, are formed of the fame free ftone and ce-

ment, and are at leaft of the thicknefs of twenty

feet up to the height of the vcirel's upper deck.

There platforms are conftru<5ted for the reception of

the guns of each vcflel, which are delivered and

received through large arched openings commu-

nicating with the platform, and with the infide of

the dock.

The roof is of timber, plated on the outlide

with iron, and fo contrived as to bear all the le-

vers ufed in loading and unloading the veflTcl.

When the dock is to be rendered perfeftly dry, the

water is fufFered to run through a vent in the bot-

* Galleries are probably meant. T.

L 4 torn.
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torn, which they open by a machine prepared for

that purpofe j it is then received in a bafon hol-

lowed immediately under the dock, and from

thence is forced, by means of a windmill, into the

other bafon before mentioned.

Thefe covered lodges, when the plan is per-

fedled, will form a large femi-circle ; but the fe-

cond is yet unfinifiied, and, from the immenfe eX'

pences of the undertaking, it feems doubtful

whether the whole number will ever be com-

pleted. At prefent they are chiefly employed upon

the improvement of the ancient dock, which w.iH,

probably, be not lefs ufeful than the new one. In-

deed, it is by no means certain that vefTels can be

preferved by this method longer than by thofe now

in ufe; and, even if "this is admitted, it will ftill

remain to be enquired, how far the millions, ex-

pended in forming the docks, fluices, bafons, and

canals, are likely to be repaid by the favings pro-

pofed.

This new dock was begun in the late reign, upon a

plan fuggefted by one 'Thmiberg, now a very old man,

who has the dire6lion of the works conftru6ling

upon the river Gothe. The ancient dock, which is a

fort of canal of 350 feet in length and 30 in depth,

was hollowed in the rock, and entirely completed

between the years 17 15, and 1724. It was planned

by Polheim, and is fituated between the port and

the new dock, communicating, on one fide, with

2 the
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the dock-yard and port, and, on the other, with

the fea, by means of two canals of fuch fize as to

admit the paflage of firft rate men of war. Both

canals are enclofed by very large flood-gates, and

before that which opens towards the fea, they have

placed a moveable dam of very ingenious con-

ftru<5tion, in order to prote6t the fluice from the

violence of the waves. When a veflel has entered

the dock, in order to be calked, they Ihut the gates,

place the dam before them, and an immcnfe pump
is put in motion, either by men, or horfes, which

in twelve hours renders the dock entirely dry.

The port of Carlfcroon, which is very deep, and

eafy of entrance, is capable of containing an hun-

dred fliips of the line. It is defended by two

flrong forts, whofe fires crofs each other, and are

undoubtedly able to fink any fleet that fhould at-

tempt to force a paflage. They are both built

upon rocks in the fea ; the one called Kongjholm

(King's Ifland) the other Drotnings-kiar or Queen's

Rock.

Within a quarter of a league of Runneby, a

large and flourifliing town three miles from Carl-

fcroon, is a mineral fpring, at which the nobility of

Bleking, and the polite inhabitants of Carlfcroon,

aflTemble for their health and amufement. The

feafon had expired before my arrival, but I was re-

ceived by the phyfician, who has the care of the

place, and faluted, as ftrangers ufually are, by a

battery
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battery of fix pieces of cannon. From thence I

went to Carifham, a place of confiderable trade,

and a fort of the Baltic, which exports great

quantities of iron, and is defended by a fort built

upon a rock in the open fea. The town is very ir-

regularly fituated, and, in fome parts, the in-

habitants on one fide of a ftreet, have their view of

the oppofite houfes intercepted by high and fteep

rocks.

In my road to Chriftianfladt, I pafTed through

a fmall and wretched hamlet, called Hembrohulty

which attrafted my notice, as the birth-place of

Linn^us, whofe father here executed the duties of

a parilli prieft for forty years. A complete col-

le(5lion of indiginous plants formed by him, firll

excited in his fon a tafte for botany.

Chriftianftadt is afortrefs fituated upon the fmall

river Helga, which, after fupplying the ditches of

the fortifications with water, falls into a lake that

communicates with the Baltic. The bridge and

ramparts, at that time, furnifhed employment to a

party of criminals, confifting of deferters, and of

perfons whole fentences have been changed from

death to flavery. Thefe unhappy wretches are

chained together in couples, and each couple, upon

their route to and from their cells, is faftened to a

long chains one, or, fometimes, two overfeers,

armed with ftaffs, guard the whole party, and

drive them forward rather like beafts than men.

... J Each
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Each criminal is allowed for his fupport five Swe-

difh fols per day.

The town has a manufaflure of gloves, much
efteemed for the foftnefs of the leather and the

neatnefs of tlie workmanfliip. It is a well fortified

place, built in the form of a long fquare by Chrif-

tian IV. King of Denmark, in 1614. In the

wars between the Swedes and Danes it has often

been befieged and taken, and is now a garrifon

town, defended by a part of the King's own re-

giment.

Scania, both in appearance and vajue, much

exceeds any of the other provinces Yn Sweden. Its

gentle hills and luxuriant vallies produce every fort

of grain, and afford pafture to numerous herds of

catde i while the many well-built towns and elegant

houfes, prove the riches and adlivity of the inha-

bitants. In a fubfequent letter I propofe to give

you an account of the principal places, and in the

mean time I remain, &c. &c. &c.

LETTER XVI.

Copenhagen, Jan. .. , 1786.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

iVl Y journey from Chrif-

tianfladt to Yftadt, lay through a fandy plain of

four miles, which the extraordinary drynefs of this

year
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year rendered fo very heavy, that fix horfes could

fcarcely draw me through it in a day. But this

fiownefs is very unulual in Sweden. The prefents,

by which in France, Germany, and other countries

you urge the poftilions to get forward, Ihould here be

employed only in moderating their ardour, and pre-

venting their galloping down thedefcents of moun-

tains, with the reins thrown upon the horfes necks,

and the wheels of the carriage unlocked."" Their

dexterity, indeed, is very great, but a ftranger is

at firft alarmed by fuch uncommon rapidity, which

feems more dangerous from the youth and apparent

incapacity of the poftilions, who are often boys of

thirteen or fourteen years old, and, fometimes,

efpeciaily in the feaibn of harveft, only women or

girls.

Near Trolleho, or the Sorcerer's neft, I ftopped

to examine a ftone of very remarkable lize, which

ftands by the fide of the road. It is called Mag-

lajleen, and is twenty feet in height, twenty-four

broad, and thirty in length. The country people

believe it to have been placed tliere by fome dwarf

. forcerers on the day the firft church was confe-

crated. At the feignorial eftate of Luingfhy, not

far from this ftone, a horn is preferved, faid to have

been taken in 1490 from thefe dwarf forcerers, who,

on the nights, ipmediately preceding Chriftmas,

ufed to raiie the ftone upon pillars-, and dance under

and around it. The whole ftory is written upon

parchment.
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parchment, and preferved among the archives of

Liiingfby, with the veneration due to an evangelical

writing. The horn is fomething lefs than that of

a cow, and, in the feafts of former times, has pro-

bably ferved the warriors as a drinking cup.

The exiftence of a fubterraneous people is be-

lieved in many parts of Sweden, and in fome iflands

of the Baltic, amongft which is that of Bornholm.

This ifland belongs to the Danes, and I was af-

fured by fome of them that the inhabitants rely

much upon the alTiflance of a warlike and force-

rous people, who are ever ready to proted tliem

againft their enemies.

Ylladt is afmall, butwell-built town, fituated upon

the Baltic Sea, and diftant, in a direct line, about

fourteen German miles from Stralfund, the capital

of Swedifh Pomerania, with which pi^e a com-

munication is conflantly kept up by packet-boats.

Malmoe, the capital of Scania, is fituated upon

the Sound, oppofite to Copenhagen, and at the

diftance of about four miles. It is well built, and

is faid to contain about fix thoufand inhabitants.

A company of artillery, another of hufTars, and

a part of the Queen's regiment compofe the garrifon

;

and in the center of a large fquare Hands a

very fuitable building, which is ufed as a grand

guard room. The cathedral is lefs than thofe of

Upfal and Linkioping, but is of fome beauty, and

ornamented with a m.arble pulpit. One of the

pillars is hollow, and the perfon who Ihews

the
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the church afTures you, that a monk was fontierly

immured in it for life, as a punifhment for adul-

tery. " Through that hole," fays he, " eggs and

" water were conveyed to him, to prolong his ex-

*' iftence and his fufFerings, and his fkuU ftill re-

" mains at the top of it, to proye the truth of the

" ftory." Wraxall mentions the circumflance in his

travels, and appears to have no doubt of its truth

;

but it is clear enough that what they call a fkull

is nothing more than the remains of an ancient

pot, which once held the holy water. The tower

of this church commands a fine view of the coun-

try, the ftraits, and the dillant fpires of Copen-

hagen.

In the tov^^n-houfe, which is a very handfome

building, there is a large chamber, called the hall

of Canute, where a religious fociety, confifling of

many perfons of diflinftion of both fexes, holds

its meetings. It was incorporated by Canute IV*

or the Saint, and bears his name. The hall is orna-

mented with the portraits ofmany kings and queens

of Sweden and Denmark, who have become mem-

bers of the fociety, and honoured its meetings

with their prefence. The prefents of the different

fovereigns are alfo preferved, and amongft others

are three crane-necked bottles of immenfe fize.,

made of filver, elegantly carved and gilt. The

largeft was given by Frederic II. of Denmark.

The
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The city, on the land fide, is defended by

ramparts, baftions, and ditches j and towards the

fea, by a fquare fort with two ditches and a double

rampart. The exterior inclofure is guarded by a

detachment of artillery ; and the interior, in which

there is an old caftle, now ufed only as a prifon, by

one of infantry. The latter rampart has alfo four

orillons of ftone, which formerly, no doubt, were

a confiderable defence.

Is a fmall city, chiefly remarkable for the

Lund, univerfity founded there by Charles IX. ia

1666. It is moflly reforted to for theo-

logical ftudies, but they have an obfervatory, an

anatomical theatre, and a botanical garden, of

which the firft is inferior even to that at Upfal, and

the latter very fmall and badly preferved, the

orangery being occupied by feme women employed

in winding filk for a manufa6lure eftablilhed here.

The cathedral is large, but without any objed

much worthy of notice. Among the many relics,

they fhow you a Ihift worn by St. Vierge, long l/vo^i^ M/i
enough to make a night-gown for the largeft gre- ' y
nadier in the PruiTian fervice.

Under the cathedral is a fubterraneous church,

fupported by rows of pillars, between which are

the tombs of the ancient archbifhops. I defcended

into it, and was fhewn a well, the water of which

is conduced into all the houfes in the city, and

alfo two iron gates, opening into a gallery, which

runs
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runs under ground as far as Dalby> a fmall town,

at the diftance of a mile from Lund. The church

and gallery are faid to have afforded a refuge to

the catholics in times of perfecution. At this

univerfity Linnaeus acquired the elements of his

botanical knowledge, and from the ramparts of

the city collefted the plants defcribed in his Flora

L,undenfis.

From Lund I went to Landfcrona, a very an-

cient town, fituated, like Malmoe, upon the

bank of the Sound. Adjoining to it they are

building a new town, upon a plan firfb begun by

the late king. Many elegant houfes are ah'eady

finilhed, and ftrangers, efpecially thole #h'o build,

are invited to refide here by the conceffion of fome

confiderable privileges. The fuperb barracks for

the garrifon, and a magnificent hoipital founded

by the late queen, make two fides of a fquare^

in which they are now conflrudting a handfome

church, intended to form the center of the neW

town.

A port is alfo intended to be eftabliflied here,

and, to defend it, a fortrefs is building at a fmall

diftance in the fea, founded partly upon a rock,

and partly upon piles. The undertaking, if it

fiicceeds, will certainly be very detrimental to the

Danes, by inviting many veflels to lie for fhelter

on this fide of the Sound. But they confider its

fuccefs as very doubtful, becaufe the Ihores are

rendered
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tendered dangerous by fands, which the flillnefs of

the Tea permits to accumulate, while rhofe of

Zealand, being cleanfed by continual currents, al-

ways afford a fufficient depth of water. The nev/

town, however, and its fortrcfs may be confidered

as one of thofe vaft and fpirited undertakings,

in which the Swedes exercife their genius and in-

duftry, under fo many difadvantageous circum-

ftances both of nature and fortune.

The garrifon at Landfcrona confifts of the re-

giment of Lieutenant General Sprengporten, com-

mander of the order of the Sword, and Envoy Ex-

traordinary to the Court of Denmark *. It con-

tains 800 men, who, for figure' and difcipline, are

confidered as the flower of the Swedifh army.

While my pafTige over the Sound from Elel-

fmgburg was prevented by a ftorm, I went to fee

Ramlcis, a mineral watering-place, much frequented

by the nobility and the opulent inhabitants of

Scania, who ufually alTemble here in July, and

choofe fome popular nobleman to do the honours,

and direfl the amufements of the place. Tiie

well-known politenefs of the Swedes to ftj-angers,

the beauty of the fituation, and the falubriry of

the climate, attrad here a great deal of company

from Denmark for the feafon j and the balls, which

are always held on a Sunday, are attended by the

* He received the appointment of ambairadcr in 1788.

M nobilitv.
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nobility, foreign minifters and many other perfbns

from Copenhagen. At Helfingburg I concluded

my tour through the kingdom of Sweden, and

embarked for Denmark, of which country I in-

tend jfhortly to fend you fome particulars. In the

mean time I remain

Your &G. &c.

L E T T E R XVir.

Copenhagen, Jan. ... 1786.

MV DEAR FRIEND,

1 N. my voyage from Hel-

fingburg to Elfineur, the waters, agitated by the

ftorm of tlie preceding day and night, ftill rolled

tumultuoufly along, and the little bark, to which

I had committed myfelf, rofe and fell at the rm-

piilfe of every paffing wave. By degrees the

clouded atmofphere yielded to the influence of the

dawn, and, at length the fun arofe in all his glory,

contrafting by the brightnefs of his beams the

darknefs of the turbulent fea. Surrounded by thefe

great objefts, in which nature feems ro exprefs and

exert her powers, my mind rofe to that degree of

abftraclion at which the thoughts fix upon one fet

of objedts, and are wholly withdrawn from the reft

of the world. In this reverie, as I confidered the

different degrees of happinefs or mifery, which I

had
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had either experienced or witneffed, I thought no-

thing (6 much rcfembled the variety and Incon-

ftancy of hunian life, as the waves of a ftormy fea,

agitated by continual conflifts, and mutually de-

ftroying, and deftroyed by each other.

At length we approached the fhorcs of Denmark,

and a view of the caftle of Cronenburg put an end

to my reverie. This ancient caftle, furroundcd

with towers and ramparts, fills the mind v/ith a

melancholy awe, and excites one's pity for the un-

fortunate Queen, who here pafled four months and

a half, in all the fluctuations of fear, hope, grief,

and defpair. Within a few years afterwards, an-

other Queen, retiring * from the world, took up

her refidence in a neij^hbouring- caftle, and dc-

dicated her life to a6ts of charity and devotion. •

Ever fnice the Prince Royal obtained the preii-

dency of the council of ftate, Qiieen Julia has

withdrawn herfelf from all concern in the govern-

ment, and refided at the caftle of Friedenlburg.

But her tranquillity is, perhaps, fometimes inter-

rupted, when, from the hills of Friedenfburg, Ihe

views the diftant towers of Copenhagen, and re-

colleds the cataftrophe of the night between the

1 8th and 19th of January, 1772, in which a young,

beautiful and amiable Queen, born with all the

qualities that might entitle her to happinefs, but

enthralled by the fatality of circumftances, and

* Or JriTjen. T.

M 2 mifled
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niifled by the opennefs of her own difpofition, wa#

roufed from her bed, after the pleafures and fati-

gues of a brilliant fete, and torn away from every

thing fhe held moft dear to her.

The unfortunate Matilda, after being forcibly

feized by Count Rantzau, and fome other officersj

was conduced to a coach and fix, in which a cap-

tain of horfe with his drawn fword, an inferior offi-

cer, and one of the women of her chamber, im-

mediately placed themfelves. Thus accompanied,

and efcorted by 24 dragoons, flie was taken to the

caftle of Cronenburg, whither the Princefs Auguftay

then a child of fix months old, followed her in an^

other coach, with a guard and one lady.— Queen-

Julia, in the ftillnefs of her prefent retreat, may
frequently recur to the dangers of that memorable

night, when the obftinacy of a valet, in refufing

the keys of the King's bed-chamber, the tender

and variable difpafttion of the Count de Rantzau^

the attachment of a number of courtiers to Ma-
tilda, the afFediion of the King for his- wife, and

his friendfliip for Struenzee, formed a feries of ob-

flacles which nothing Icfs than the moft perfedfc-

courage and addrefs could iurmount.

But to return to my own fituation. In the roads

we pafied through a Beet of three hundred veflels

of all nations, and after many tacks, which gave

ys a full view of the whole, arrived at Elfeneur.

There I was detained four hours for horfes, and

might
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might have waited much longer, but for the oblig-

iaQn attentions of MefTieurs Fenv.'ick and Godin.

In this town, frequented as the grand thorough-

fare between Sweden and Denmark, the pofts are

fo badly regulated, that flrangers are frequently-

obliged to wait four-and-twenty hours.

In the mean time I went to fee the caftle of Cro-

nenburg, which is feparated from Elleneur, only

by an alley of linden-trees. After fome cuftomary

ceremonies, we were permitted to fee it, the officer

ofthe guard having obtained the leave of the gover-

nor. Major General de BeiTel. I defired to be fhewn

the apartments formerly occupied by the Queen ;

and the manner in which I was gratified, fliewed

the requeft to be by no means unufuah The fuite

now forms the refidence of the governor, and con-

jifts of feveral commodious chambers, very fimple,

a-nd plainly furniflied, which interefted me fo much,

on account of their late inhabitant, that I could

fcarcely withdraw myfelf from tliem. The reft of

the caftle attrafted my notice but little, though

there were fome paintings reprefcnting the wars of

Chriftian V. by Carl van Manderen, and a portrait

of Admiral Tromp by the iame hand *. I, how-

* Carl van Manderen, born at Harlem about the latter end of

the fixteenth century, was appointed painter to the court of Frederic

the Third of Denmark, and executed a portrait of that Prince,

which Vondel has celebrated in a dozen good couplets.

^he father of Carli^van Manderen was both a painter and a poet.

M 3 ever.
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ever, admired the immenfe fubterraneous works,

iiied as cafemates by the foldiers, and a battery

level with the water, conftruded upon an abutment

raifed in the Sound, with which they pretend they

can reach the oppofice fhore. It has to endure

the efforts of a very heavy and tempefluous lea

;

but the undertakers feem not at all to doubt the

flrength of their work.

Hirfholm, a caftle fituated in a delightful valley,

half-way from Elfeneur to Copenhagen, was given

by the King to Matilda before their feparation.

Here fhe frequently retired with feleft pardes ; and,

freeing herfelf from the artificial reftraints of ce-

remony, participated in thofe fecial delights, which

the openncfs of her difpofition, and the goodnefs

of her heart fo well qualified her to receive and

communicate. But her fondnefs for pleafure, the

ready influence of perfuafion over her mind, and

the unfuitable circumftances of her marriage, af-»

forded her enemies an opportunity of exciting fuf-

picions, which might have been eafily difllpated by

a little more caution on her part, or a little lefs

ambition on the part of Struenzee.

Having thus filled my mind with the remem-

brance of the circumftances attendant upon the fall

of this unfortunate Queen, permit me to give you

fome account of her children, and of the meafures

Ipy whicl; the powers of government have been

wreftecl
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Y'/relled from thofe who obtained them by the de-

ilrudion of Matilda.

The Princefs Royal, with talents which do ho-

nour to the education fhe has received, very much

refembles her late mother in beauty of countenance,

livelinels of difpofition, and innate excellence of

heart. The Prince Royal is, in perfon, much like

the King, but his eye-brows are very thick, and

his hair almoft white. He has a ferious apd pen-

five air, fpeaks little in public, and feems much
attached to the army, which he frequendy exercifes,

and has conciliated, by an augmentation of pay,

and by appearing conftantly in a military uniform.

Thofe who approach him mofl nearly fpeak highly

of his abilities, and declare their expeflations of his

attaining a very fuperior degree of knowledge in

the difficult fcience of governing ; while his only

ambition feems to be that of affording happinefs to

a people, whofe liberal conceffion of abfolute power

lb well entitles them to the grautude and attention

of their monarchs.

On the 28th of March, 1784, this Prince, being

then 16 years and two months old, was confirmed

in the chapel of the caftle, in the prefence of the

nobility, foreign minifters, chiefs of the different

departments and other perfons of diftinflion, who

were invited. He was examined as to the prin-

ciples of religion by Mr. Baffiholm, firft chaplain

tp the court, and for three hours together replied to

M 4 every
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every queftion with admirable prefence of mind^

acutcner^, and propriety. After this ceremony he

was declared of age, and a day appointed for his

taking his feat at the council, in the prefidcncy of

which he was to fucceed his uncle Prince Frederic.

Mr. Gulberg, formerly preceptor to Prince Fre-

deric, afterwards fecretary to the cabinet, and at

length minifter of ftate 5 Mr. Rofencrone, mini-

fter of foreign affairs ; and Mr. Stehman, minifter

of the finances, were then added to the coi.ncil, and

Mr. Sporon, fu^ -governor to the Prince Royal, wa^

appointed fecretary to the cabinet. On the aSth

of the preceding January, being the birth-day of

the prince, feveral penfions had been augmented^,

and eight new Knights of the Holy Ghoft were

made, amongft whom was Mr. Moltke, ftewarcj

of the houfehold to Queen Julia.

At length the great day arrived, v/hich was en-

tirely to change the face of affairs in Denmark.

The Prince Royal, feizing the moment, when, on

account of relieving the guard, a part of the gar-

rifon were under arms, gave orders that no performs

fhuuld quit their poft till they had received per-

mifiion from him. The council v/ere then afTem-

bled, an4 the Prince with a paper in his hand, en-

tered the King's apartment, where he found his

uncle confiderabiy furprized at his appearance. In

a firm but refpeclful manner, he addreiTed the

|Cing, under whom, he faid, the laws now called

upori
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upon him to govern, with the afliftance of a coun-

cil, which he was defirous fliould be compofed only

p( peribns worthy of his confidence. To this end,

he faid, he had projefted a change of members in

the a6lual council, and had prepared a memoir

upon the fubjeft, which he hoped his Majefty

v/ould give him permiflion to read, and v/ould af-

terwards honour with his approbation and figna-

ture. His firmnefs overcame the attempts made

f.0 intimidate him ; he read his paper, and the King

figned it.

With this authority for his condudl, he prefented

himfelf tg the council, and, in a manner at once

decifive and modefl, returned his thanks to all the

members, efpecially to his uncle, for their exer-

tions in behalf of a government, which, during the

melancholy fituation of his father, devolved to him

of right. At the fame time he notified that he had

formed a new council, and had excluded Mellieuis

Rofencrone, Gulberg, Stehman, and Moltke, whom
be, however, affured of his protedion, and pro-

mifed to recompenfe for the lofs of their places by

penfions or fome equivalent provifion. Finally, he

requelled Prince Ferdinand to alTift him with his

advice, and to honour the new board with hit,

prefence.

From the aftoniflied members, who, though

they knew a revolution to be intended, believed it

;o be very improbable or diitantj the Prince went

to
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to the caftle guard, and addrefied the officers of

foot and horfe, whom he found allembled according

to liis orders. They immediately bound them-

felves to him by an oath, and he pafTed on to the

apartment of Queen Julia, to inform her of what

had been done, and to affure her that his conduct

Ihould always be marked with that refpeft which

her rank required, and which his attachment to her

perfon fo much inclined him to fhew. He invited

her to retain the fame apartments which Ihe then

inhabited, but at the fame time gave her the li-

berty of choofing any of the royal caftles to retire

to, and very delicately infinuatcd, that for the fu-

ture all affairs would be tranfaded by himfelf and

his council alone.

After this vifit, he aflembled together the go-

vernor of the city, Prince Bevern, the commander

of the citadel, the chiefs of the different depart-

ments, the commanders of the fourteen battalions

in garrifon, the colonel of the Bourgeoife and the

officer of the police, and informed them that hi?

orders were alone to be obeyed.

The fame day Mr. de Shack, high-fleward of

the court, and Mr. Jacobi, reader to the King,

received their difmiflions, and were fucceeded by

four chamberlains, to whofe immediate care the

King's fafety, health, and amufements were com-

mitted. Mr. de Shack was appointed grand-mafler

of tlie ceremonies, an office not affording any

J employment
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employment at court, and which gave him no

right of accefs to the King's perfon. Upon his

retirement foon after, his place was given to Mr.

de Numfen, direftor of the chamber of tolls at

Elfeneur, and fon of the lady who had the care of

the Prince Royal in his infancy. This gentleman,

who has refided in many foreign courts, and is a

patron of learning and the polite arts, is here lield

in very high eftimation, as a man of tafte, polite-

nefs, and knowledge of the world. At the fame

time Mr. Sporon was difmiffed from his place of

fecretary to the cabinet, which he had hardly en-

joyed long enough to receive the compliments of

his friends upon his appointment.

An exprefs was fent to Count Bernftorf, who

refided upon his eftates in the country, inviting

him to accept the office of minifter of foreign af-

fairs, vacant by the difmiflion of the Count de

Rofencrone, and held in the mean time by Mr,

Shack-Ratlau.

Count Rofencrone, within a few days afterwards,

retired to Jutland, where he has fome very confi-

derable eftates, and was rewarded by a penfion of

2500 crowns. Defcended from a family but lately

ennobled, he was at firft employed only in foreign

ernbaffies j but his adminiftration here gained him

the charaflcr of an honeft man j and the mildnels

of his deportment and manners makes his abfence

regretted
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regretteJ by all who knew him as a man, or had

occafion to tranfaft biifinefs with him as a minifter.

Count Schimmehnan, fon of the famous Schim-

mehnan, fucceeded to the poft of minifter of the

finances, in the room of Mr. Stehman, who was

appointed to the balliage of Haderfleben. Mr.

Stehman, a laborious and able calculator, owes

his fortune entirely to his abilities, which yet feem

not iufficiently extenfive or powerful to qualify him

for the poft of minifter in a country, where the

refources are but ill-proportioned to the necefllties

of government, and the many improvements pro-

jedlpd throughout the kingdom.

Mr. Gulberg, quitting the miniftry and the

council, remains in the fervice of Prince Frederic,

as high-fteward of his houfehold, a poft beftowed

upon him a few months before the revolution, with

a penfion of 2,000 crowns, to which he now adds

another of 2,500, in quality of a difmiffed mi-

nifter. He is of plebeian extradlion, his father

having been a prieft in Norway, and himfelf

having ferved a church at Rotfchild, which he

quitted to become preceptor to Prince Frederic.

But his powers have gained him the admiration,

and his amiable qualities the love of all the nation.

He is inquifitive, laborious, and feems to have lit-

tle tafte tor what is generally called pleafure, as I

have never feen him at any ball, fete, or public

fpeftacle during my refidence at Copenhagen.

The
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The labours of fludy employ his mind, while dcM

meilic pleafures engage his heart. He has mar-

ried fucceflively the two daughters of a miller at

Friedenfbiirg. Prince Frederic and Queen Julia

honour him with their entire confidence.

General Eichftadt, the late governor of the

Prince Royal, who commanded the dragoons in

the revolution of 1772, having quitted the council,

and been difmifled from his poft of colonel of the

horfe-guards, now lives in retirement Upon his

eftates with the appointment of grand chamberlain

of the realm.

The report of the Prince Royal's condud was

ibon circulated through the city, and the people^

who had always expeded to fee revived in him the

virtues of his grand-father, Frederic the Fifth, be-

gan to afTcmble in great numbers before the caftky

teftifying their impatience to fee the new regent.

He appeared in his uniform as a general, and was

faluted on all fides by the molt joyful acclamations.

Afterwards, accompanied by his Marilial, the

Baron de Bulau, and followed only by one foot-

man, he walked through the principal ftreets of

Copenhagen, and from the immenfe crowds with

which they were filled, continued to receive ex-

prelTions of attachment and efteem.

His condudt was certainly equally diftinguiflied

by the firmnefs with which he executed his plan,

and his moderation in enjoying tiie fuccefs of it.

Even
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£ven thofe whom he thought proper to difniiis

from their employments, his humanity would not

permit him to deprive of fupport. They were all

recompenfcdj in a greater or lefs degree by pen-

fions, balliages, or other employments 3 and, al-

though removed from all intereft in the affairs of

the capital, were left to the quiet enjoyment of

their own principles and pofllflions. Indeed, the

late minillry is admitted to have governed with

moderation and gentlenefs, affording conftant en-

couragement to the arts and fciences, and endea-

vouring to promote the general welfare, by preferv-

ing the peace of the nation, and the domeftic tran-

quillity of the people. But the remembrance of

the bloody cataftrophe by which they firft obtained

their power j and of the fubfequent fufferings of

an unfortunate Queen, excited a fpirit of difcon-

tent, which the perfonal qualities of her children,

and the endeavours of the Englifh party, confide-

xably tended to promote*

The adlual council, to which, under the prefi-

dency of the PrinCe Royal, all matters are reported,

after paffing through the different departments,

confifts, befides Prince Frederic, of the following

minifters.

The Count de Bernftorf, minifter for foreign

affairs, and prefident of the German Chancery;

the Baron de Rofencrantz, prefident of the College

of Admiralty j the Baron de Schack-Ratlau, pa-

tron
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iron of the Univerfity of Copenhagen ; Monfieu?

tie Huth, commander in chief of the Artillery^

and prefident of the College of War; and Mon-

fieur de Stampe, prefident of the Danifh Chan-

cery.

The Count de Bernftorf is the nephew of the

celebrated Count of the fame name, known to

pofcerity for his fervices under the glorious reign

of Frederic the Fifth. By a perfonal intercourfe

with the different courts of Europe, he has ob-

tained a profound knowledge of their interefts ; and

with a flate of health which feems at beft to be

precarious, he is laborious, adive, and indefa-

tigable. His prefent ofHce is now held by him for

the fecond time. Involved in 177 1, under the

adminiftration of Struenzee, in the difgrace of his

uncle, he was recalled in 1773 under that of Prince

Frederic. In 1780 he was obliged to retire, a

Ihort time after having figned, conjointly with the

minifters of RufTia and Sweden, the famous treaty

of armed neutrality. The Emprefs fufpefting,

from his known attachment to England, fome de-

lay in the preparation of the ftipulated armaments^

folicited and obtained his difmilTion. The Danilli

court had at that time ftrong reafons for conciliat-

ing the favour of that of Ruffia, and the regret

which accompanied Bernftorf, upon his departure

for his eftates, together with the fatisfaflion of the

nation upon his re-appointment by the Prince

Roval,
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itoyai, prove that he was then made a facrlfice to

its interefts.

The Baron de Rofencrantz^ during the abfence

of the King upon his travels, and before the ad-

miniftration of Striienzee, had the direflion of the

war department. He is a man of very fuperior

powers, has great knowledge of the world, a polite

and eafy manner, with every qualification requifite

for fliining in a court.

The Baron de Shack-Ratlau is efteemed for his

abilities, and acquirements in literature and the

polite arts, and has acquired the general efteem of

the nation for his noble and generous condudl at

the beginning of the adminiftration of Struenzee*.

Monfieur dc Huth, who, at the age of feventy-

five, appears to have all the vigour of a man of

forty, owes his prefent elevation entirely to his own

exertions. He was born in Heffe, and, after ferving

in feveral wars, came into the fervice of Denmark,

as a lieutenant-colonel, under the adminiftration of

the Count de St. Germain. His manners are very

plain, and, befidcs his reputation as a profeflional

man, he has the charafter of great integrity, and

moral propriety of conduct.

Monfieur de Stampe is alfo much efteemed.

The four firft minifters are knights of the order

of t'ie Elephant J Monfieur de Stampe of that of

* The two laft noblemen quitted the council in the end of the

year 1788.

Danne-
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Dannebrog. The Count^de Schimmelman, a knight

the order of Dannebrog, and miniller of finances

and commerce, has not yet taken his feat at the

council*. His application and a<5livity afford

hopes that he will one day equal the reputation of

his father, whofe memory will for ever be refpefted

in Denmark, efpecially by the merchants, who arc

now about to eredl a ftatue of him before their

exchange. A model of it, executed by an Italian,

named Rofci, was ihewn to me. He is reprefented

in the drefs of a knight, and furrounded by the

different attributes of commerce.

The Prince Royal, not content with the prefi-

dency and the advice of this council, pays daily

vifits to the minifters and chiefs of the different

departments, in order to acquire a knowledge of

every public tranfaftion, and enable himfelf one

day to govern alone.

Having thus taken a view of the government of

Denmark, permit me to conclude by affuring you

how much

I am, &rc. &c. &c.

* He took his feat in the beginning of the year 17S9.

N L E T-
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LETTER XVIII.

Copenhagen, Feb. . . , 1786,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

J. O your enquiries refpe<5b.-

ing thole circumftrances in which the inhabitants of

Sweden and Denmark differ from,, or refembk

each other, I am glad that my refearches enabk

me to afford you an anlwer.

The Strait, called the Sound, feparates the two

nations, which, with tlie fame origin and language,

and, almofl-, with the iiime climate, have yet fome

confiderablc points of difference, which appear both

between the countries and their inhabitants. In Den-

mark there are no rivers, and tlie whole country

confifts of riling hills and open, valleys, with a rich

but ftony foil,, and forae fmaJl lakes. In Sweden,

on the contrary, the lakes and rivers are very

large, aiid one pencelves only mountains, rocks,

valleys, and forefts. The Swedes are lively^ labo-

rious, and fufceptible of fuddeir attachments. The-

Danes, with an inclination to repofe, and a ferious,

phlegmatic difpofition, are flower in forming

friendHiips, but very conflant in preferving them*

The Swedes are of a flight, but flrong make,

which they l"hew by a fliort blue drefsj while the

heavier
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htavier figure of the Danes is covered by a long

red garment. It is the opinion of fome learned

men, that the Swedes, in the eleventh and twelfth

centuries, were of much greater fize than at pre-

fent j and upon this fubjeft, the memoirs of their

academy relate the following circumftances

:

" On the 22d of July, 1764, in digging up the

^'^ cemetery of the ancient monaftery of Wreta,

** feveral ftone chefts were found at the depth of

" two ells under the earth, containing human
*' bones of an immenfe fize. At the depth of

*^ four ells, in a very fine white fand, a Ikeletoa

** was found perfedtiy preferved, and about eight

" feet long.—And in laying the foundation of the

^' tower at Lindkioping, two Ikeletons of equal

*' fize were dug up, one of which ilill retained the

" mark of a deep wound in the flcull.

" The bones of King Inge Halltanfons, which

" repofe in a ftone coffin, in the church of Wreta,

'^ are nearly of the fame dimenfions, and hiftory

" tells us that the Kings Stenkilfon and his nephew

*' Ragv/ald Knaphofding, who lived in the begin

-

" ning of the 14th century, were of ftill greater

" fize.

" Such fikeletons are alfo frequently dug up in

" ancient cemeteries.*"

The

* Memoiies de TAcad. des Sciences de Suede, torn. 17, pag.

334.. torn. aS, p. 274.

N a Thf
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•The SwediHi-- and Danilli languages have onff'

origin, and are, indeed, only different dia]e6ts of

the Tame language varied by the manners and cha-

racters of the people. They are both pronounced

in a fmging, or chanting tone, but the Swedes-

chaunt more quickly, and,, after lowering the voice

upon the penultimate, raife it again upon the laft;

fyllable. The Danifli words end chiefly in confo-

nants, as book, heft, baker j and the Swedifh in

vowels, of which a is the moft common, as boka,

•hcfta, baka-. The Vv'ords in each language mean o.

hooky a h-orJe,.a jnomitain. The Swedifh manner in

ipeaking would infpire even an unintelligent liftener

with gaiety, while the mournful accent, and, al-

moft guttural pronunciation of the Danes, im-

preffes only fenfations of melancholy.

The women of both countries ar^ handfome,

amiable, and well educated, having delicate, and,,

•for the moft part fair complexions, blue eyes and

fine hair. The Swedifli women are well madej

have an animated air,. expreiTive countenances, and

light figures : thofe of Denmark are duller, and

inclined to become corpulent. The firft feem

more fufceptible of the defires, the latter of the

tendernefs of love.. In Denmark the women of the

middle and lower clalFes are very fond of ftiew^.

The f;n-nous Cajanus, who was publicly exhibited, and died in

Hori.ind, was a Swede, of the province of Oftrobothnia. He is

faid to have been above eight feet, and might have given one a very

good iue-.' of r.n ancient Goth.

and
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and their drefs, which is prepared with great care,

and obtained at any rate, is compofed of 'materials

of many colours, amongft which red is the mbft

prevalent. The Swediili women of the fame con-

dition always wear veils, and thofe employed in the

labours of the field have their's of black crape j

an ufeful cuftom in a country where the eyes are

liable to be weakened by the glare of the fnow in

winter, and the reflection of the fun from rhe

rocks durino; the lon..^ davs of fummer.

The Danes readily permit ftrangers to fettlef

amongft them, and there are many foreign noble-

men and perfons in political, military, and private

employments, eftablifhed in all parts of the king-

idom. . But the Swedes preferve their diftinjSion as

an original people, having mingled with very few

families of foreign extraction. By the tenth ai'ticle

of the new conftitution it is ena(3:ed, in conformity

to the old one, " That no ftranger, of whatever

** condition, or rank, not even a prince, lliall be

" employed in the political, military, or civil de-

*^ partments, or fhall be capable of holding any

" poft not immediately belonging to the court.'*

Both nations are attached to the Sciences and

Belles L-ettres, and have cultivated them fuc-

cefsfully. The Swedes boaft many learned men,

not only known and efteemed at home, but ad-

mired throughout all Europe. Am.ong thefe are

Linnasus, Bergmann, Celfius, Mcnanderhielm,

N 3 Wargcntin,
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Wargcntin, dc Geer, and that able hiftoriqgrapher

Lagerbring*.—Tycho Brahe, Roemer, Gafpard

Bartholin, Simon Pauli, Wormius, ^nd Holberg,

may be fclefted froin the lilt of Danifli men of

fcier^ce^ and to thefe permit m.e to add Mr. d^

* Kratzenflein, Red:or of the Univerfity, and Pro-

fefTor of Experimentat Philofophy; the Chamber-

lain de Suhmf, and MefTrs. de Trefliaw, and

Kalifchen, ProfeiTors of Divinity and Chirurgery.

The greatefl part of the nobility of both nations,

after arj excellent preliminary education at home,

* He died in 17S8.

f Extraft of a letter from the worthy nnd learned ProfcfTor de

Trefcouw, dated Copenhagen, Feb. 17th, 1789.

' To Mr. de Suhm we owe all that is exaftly known concerning

*' the Hiftory of Denmark. This learned man, by a perfeft know-

*' ledge of the ancient languages, and an incredible alfidxiity in hif-

«' torical refearches, has been enabled to give the public fourteen

*' quarto volumes, the titles of which are as follows : i. Upon th^

*' origin of Nations in general, Copenhagen, 1769. j. Upon the

*' origin of the Nortl)ern Nations, 1770. 3. Concerning Odin and

<* the Mythology of the Northern Nations, 1771. 4.---5. Upon

" the Emigration of the Northern Nations, 1772, 1773- 6—^.
*' Critical Hiftory of Denmark, 1774---8J. 10---13. Hiftoiy of

•* Denmark. 14.. Colleftion of Hillorical Pieces concerning Den-

f mark.

" It is to be lamented, that thefe works have pot yet been tranf-

*.' lated. The Hiftory of Norway was publilhed in 1771, in thr^c

*' volumes, 4to. by another rtipcftable hiftorian, named Schioiining.

M The want of tranflations of thelb performances is in fome degree

•' vecomnenfed by fome publications upon the Hiftory of Denmark,

f Norway, and the Dutchies of Slefwig and Holftein, in which

M Meffrs. Gehhardi and Chriftiani have availed thcmfejves of the

ff labours of de Suhm and Schionnlng."

?icciinje
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acquire a knowledge of the laws and manaers of

foreign nations by travel, and local inveftigation.

They are equally diflinguiihed for an eaiy and en-

gaging politenefs, to which thofe of Sweden add

the primitive virtue of hofpitality.

In the military and naval departments of Sweden,

thofe only can obtain promotion, who have ferved

under fame foreign power j a qualification ne-

ceiTary in Denmark only to naval officers, who

often acquire experience in the fervices of England

or Ruflla, and Ibmetimes ojti board inerchant

fliipsi*

The King of Sweden fends from time to time

.feveral young men to Rome and Paris, to ftudy

the chef-d'ceuvres of ancient and modern art. But,

notwithftanding the natural aptitude and dexte-

rity of the Swedes, their artifts by no means equal

thofe of Denmark, where the encouragement is

much more general and liberal. Amengft the

latter is an hiftorical painter, whofe compofitions

v;ill bear a comparifon with thofe of Pierre or

Weft*. For an annual penfion of a thouland

cxowns gr?.nted him by the court, he is obliged to

f^.irnilli each year, upon the King's birth-day, a

painting upon fome fubjed: taken from the Hiftory

of Denmark, Twenty-two of thefe are to be

liniflied, and they are to be placed in the iliperb

1)^11 of the knights, the. defign and execution of

* The Pjofefl'or Abalgaaid.

N 4 which
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which is by ^ French architedV, named Desjardlns.

By the King's permiffionj an eminent portrait

painter f has the ufe of a large hall in the caf-

tle, in which a copy of each portrait painted

by him is prcfervedj fo as to form an interefting-

colledion of likenelTes, from which a difciple of

Lavater might form an opinion of the different

members of focieiy in Copenhagen. A young

painter J, who has ftiidied in the environs of RomiC,

and amongft the mountains of Switzerland, has

been fent by the Prince Royal to take a fcries of

views of the moft pi6turefque parts of Norway,

Denmark, and Jutland. Another hall of the caftle

will be ornamented by thefc paintings. Profeffor

Hoyer, Secretary to the Academy of Painting,

Sculpture, and Archite6lure, is a miniature painter

of the firft rate, excelling both in the elegance of

his compofition, and the delicacy of his pencil.

The engraver Priefltr is well known for the ex-

preffion of his burine j and the two fculptors and

ftatuaries, Profeffors Wiedfelt and Stanley, are

diftinguifned, the one for the accuracy of his con-

tours, the other for the richnefs and fire of his

com.pofitions. They are bpth conflantly employed

by the court.

Sweden, under many din\dvantages, has a great

number of able manufailurers, workmen, and

trade fmen, who excel as much in their leather,

t Jud> I PaulifTcn.

gloves,
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gloves, inlaid work and ftoves, as thofe of Den-

mark in the manufaftures of cloths, filks, hats, and

painted linen. The Swedifli peaiant, after the

payment of tithes and quit-rents, enjoys the profits

of his ov;n labour, and has a voice in the legiflature

of his country, as a member of the fourth eftate

;

he is, therefore, vigorous, adlive, and laborious j

and, although opprefied by the exa6"tion of certain

fervices, of which that of furniiliing horfes to the

poll is one, has an energy of charafter unknown

to thofe of Denmark, who are attached to the foil

in ^ ftatc little better than flavery, humbled at once

by their ov/n indolence, and by the opprefiion of

their lords.

No perfon has yet imitated the example of

the late Count de Bernftorf, who, fom.e years

ago, liberated all his peafants, and thus, by ren-

dering them rich and happy, advanced his eftates

to four times their original value. In memory of

this good aftion, thde peafants have lately erefted

a magnificent monument of Norway marble, upon

which there is an infcription in letters of gold, in-

tended to convey the name of Bernftorf to the latefl

pofterity. It was executed by Weidefelt, the JPro^

feflbr of Sculpture, and Hands upon one of the

Count's eftates, at the diftance of a league from

Copenhagen, and by the fide of the great royal

ro^d, which leads from thence to Elfincur.

Notvv'itliilanding.-
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Ketwithftandiiig the aniiiiofity and jealoufy,

which prevails between the two nations, the Swc-

difli workmen are moft efteenied in Denmark, and

are employed in the manufactures, trade, and agri^

cultural labours.. Their Superiority to the Danes I

have mylelf witneiTed at Droningaard, where a fmall

colony of forty or fifty Scanians cleared as mucli

land as treble the number of the former employed

in the fame work, ^nd were at the fame time cho-

fcn. by the infpedor, who was a native of Holftein,

to execute all the mofl di^icult parts of the under^

taking. The fame prefefei;ce is given to them by

the Holftein farmer in his harveft work : but what

chiefly marks the difference between the Swedifli

a^d Danilji labourers^ is that, immediately after

their work, the f^rft repair to their huts of turf

and earth, and there dance to the found of a violin,

or to the finging of their wives and daughters,

while the latter, overcome with fatigue, retire to

their brandy bottles and beds. At a fete-cham-

petre given by my friend C . . . . , thefe Scanians.

refuled to mix with the other work-people, and,

rf^tiring to a corner of the field, oppofed their owrj

lively tunes and brilk attjcudes, to the heavy mufic

qnd folcmn ftep of the Danifli dance, A great

number of Swedes, attradted by the difil^rence in

t!)p price of labour, vifit Zealand annually in fpring,

and return at the approach of winter; large par-

ties alio, confifting of more women than men, are
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fcento arrive, whenever the report of any great;

undertaking ha.s been circulated on the oppofite

fhore.

The bravery and adlivity of the Swedes in war

has been fufficiently proved in the reigns of Charles

the Ninth, Guftavus Adolphus, Charles the Elc-^

venth, and Charles the Twelfth ; ibvereigns, who,

inllead pf dire^Sting the fpirit and abilities of their

fubjedls to the iifeful purfuits of agriculture, com-

merce, and manufa^ures, impoveriflied the ftate,

^nd depopulated the kingdom from the vain am-

bition of making conquers , An able writer, upon

the fubjed of population, mentions, as an inftance

pf the injurious effects of war in Sv/edcn, that»

*^ during the late war, a pompany of foot, confi(l;-

*' ing of 128 men, raifed from the parifli of SkcU

^* leflra in Weftrogothia, was twice entirely re-

**^ newed in the courfe of one year."

With refpedl to the military character of the

panes, one of their own hiftorians writes thus:

*' The Danes, though no longer that fanguin^iy

" and ferocious people, who thought it a difgrace

" to die in theif becjs, are flill g brave nation, and

*^ have fignalized their courage in fome unhappy

" wai's, in which their want of fuccefs by hind has

'' been recompenfed by their vidlories at fea."

The Swedifh, Danifli, and Norwegian languages

are all derived from the ancient Scandinavian, and

contain many Englifh, Ffieze, and Low- German

.3 words.
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words. In the days of paganifm, the Swedes iifed a

ibrt of chara<rters in writing, which they called riaior

or runer, and engraved upon the runic ftones placed

round the tombs of their heroes, as well as upon

the ftafFs which then ferved. as calenders, and are

Hill applied to the fame ufe in Ibme of the northern

provinces. Many learned men fuppofe Odin to

have introduced thefe chara(51;ers in the north j and

it is generally believed that they were taken from

coins, and monuments of the Anglo-Saxons and

Franks. The greateft part of thofe which I faw

confift of lliapelefs flrokes, placed obliquely, per^

pendicularly, and horizontally ; the monuments,

of which I met with fevcral in my tour, being

only circular colledlions of ftones, with one in the

middle that exceeds the reft in height.

The lower claffes of the Swediili nation are very

fuperftitious, and have a thoufand trifling fantafti-

cal cuftoms, the remains of the catholic, or, per-

haps of the pagan religion. From their belief in

ibrcery, they are induced to attempt the cure of

fevers, and other diforders by incantations, or the

repetition of certain magical words. The fuccefs

of their harvefl: they have no doubt depends upon

the performance or omiffion of fome ceremony j

and, when their cattle are difeafed, they bury a

limb of one of -the dead beafts in fome neigh-

bour's land, in order to tranfplant the diforder,

;ind remo\c it from their own herds. Their mar-

ri.iges.
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riages, births, baptifms, and burials are accom-

panied with a thoufand myflerious pradticess and,

in the mountains, they believe in the exiftence of

a fubterranean genius, who, according to circum-

ftances, is their friend or enemy, and whom they

endeavour to propitiate by the performance of cer-

win ceremonies to his honour.

The Swedes, except at Stockholm and in Scania,

build their houfes entirely of wood, and thofe of

the peafants are made by laying the trunks of fir-

trees, hewn or unhewn, horizontally upon each

other, joining them at the ends with wooden pegs,

and filling up the interftices with mofs. Some

holes are left for windows, and the roof, which is

very flight, is covered with Urata of birch-bark

and turf. The ftovc is built circularly of brieks,

to the height of four feet, but has a flat roof,

which is ufed as a fleeping-place. On one fide of

this is the chimney, the tunnel of which is clofed

on the top by a fquare board, that m.ay be opened

«>r Ihut at pleafure, and in the chimney they ftick,

u-pon a piece of iron, a long flip of lighted fir,

•which ferves inftead of a candle. The entrance Is

by a door four feet high, and the houfe confifts

generally of a fort of porch, and one common

chamber, in which the beds of the whole family

are placed one above the other, almofl in the fame

manner as in Weftphalia. The barns and ftables

are feparate buildings, and in the houfes of the

poft-
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poft-mafters there is always a fecond chamber dcC^

lined to travellers, containing a bed, or, rather,

crib, a table and Ibme chairs ; this they call the

grangers room, and it is ufed for no other pur-

pofc. In fummcr, the floors irt thele, and in fount

"better hoiifes, are conftantly fpread with branches

of fir cut into fmall pieces, which freflien the air,

and exhale a very agreeable odour. The ceiling,

ftovc, windows, arid other parts are alfo hung with

branches of birch, to attraft the fiies, which abound

to a moft offenfive degree.

In Smoland, and the mountains of Dalecarlia,

the hollies of the peafants are yet more fimple, hav-

ing only one hole in the roof, expofcd to the foutb,

which anfwers the double purpofe of a window,

and a clock j the time of breakfaft and dijiner be-

ing regulated by the appearance of the fun's rays

upon a cheft placed beneath this hole, on one fide,

or upon the ftove, which Hands on the other. In

thefe houfes there is feldom more than one bed,

appropriated to the mafter of the family and his

wife ; the other pcrfons ileep upon benches placed

i^long the partitions, and covered with ftraw or

ilieep-flcins.

The houfes of the better fort, both in town ami

country, are built with beams, and planks,, and

raifed to the height of two, three, and, fometimes

of four ftories. Their appearance is often very-

noble, and in the towas rhcy are chiefly painted of

a red
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i red brown- colour, with roofs of turf, tiles, or

of pieces of wood fhaped like flates. At Gotteri-

burg, Carlfcrona, and Fahlun, there are fome very

neatly painted in the manner of thofe at Sardam,

and others, which have much the appearance of

free-ftone. In the country, the houfes of the no-

bility and gentry, fome of whom refide all the year

upon their eftates, have the outward grandeur and

the interna] magnificence of caftles. Yet I have

iecn fome of thefe, which in a few hours could be

taken to pieces and tranfported to any other place.

I frequently amufed myfelf at Copenhagen by

walking in a large fquare, where houfes of any

fee and price, according to the convenience of

the purchafers, are conftrufted for exportation to

Norway and Iceland, The height, length, and

breath of the apartments, with other particulars,

iliould be communicated to the undertakers, whc>

immediately fliape the pieces from wood already

prepared, join them together, ered: the houfe, in-

fpeft the condition of the whole, take it down,

and, after marking and numbering the different

parts, place it on board fhip for exportation. J

have feen fuch houfes of confiderable lize con-

iirufled entirely without iron.

In Scania, where there are as few wooden-houfes

as in Denmark, the Dutch bricks are preferred to

thofe of the country, on account of their being

better baked, and Icfs porous.

Having
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Having thus endeavoured to fatisfy y©ur en-

quiries, I remain &c. &c. &C4

LETTER XIX.

Copenhagen, Jan. . . . 178^.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

XT may give you a general

idea of the difference between the flate of agricul-

ture in Sweden and Denmark, to fay that the for-

mer kingdom, without the importation of foreign

corn, would be liable to freqtient famines i and

the latter has always enough remaining from the

internal confumption to form an ardcle of com-

merce with other nations. Yet in no country is

agriculture more encouraged than in Sweden, where

the government confiders it as an important objedt

of attention, and rewards by money, privileges,

and an exemption from taxes, thofe who firft clear

land for cultivation, or amend that which has been

already cultivated by otlicrs. In this defign, alfo, the

patriotic fociety co-operates> and the government,

confidering a knowledge of the ftate of population

as a necelTary preliminary to all improvements of

this fort, has eftabliflied a college for the purpofe

of digefting the reports, v/hich die governors of

the



( ^93 )

the provinces are obliged to fend annually, after the

parochial and nnunicipal regiflers have been made out.

Befides this college, there is another compofed of

a diredlor, an infpedlor, five engineers, a fecretary,

and an hundred and lixteen furveyors, who are dif-

perfed through the different provinces, and are

ahb direftors. Their bufinefs is to lake an exact

furvey of the whole furface of the kingdom,

examine into the nature of its different earths,

and form geometrical and topographical charts.

Formerly only a limited number of perfons were

permitted to cultivate each hemman or farm, and,

when this number was completed, the farmer was

obliged to difmifs his eldefc fons, whom the go-

vernment hoped thus to force upon the cultivation

of new lands. But government, at length, perceived

the mifchievous tendency of this meafure, which

occafioned fuch frequent emigrations, efpecially

from the maritime provinces, that at one time

12,000 Swedes were known to be employed as

failors by England alone. In 1755., therefore,

upon the eftabliiliment of the college of furveyors,

it was decreed that each father of a family, under

the direction of the furveyor of the diftrid, might

divide his hemman into as many portions as he

pleafed, each portion being chargeable with its

fliare of the impofls.

The late Mr. Fagor, a member of the Academy

of Sciences, andDiredor of the College of Survey-

O ors,
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ors, calculated that Sweden and Finland, Lapland^

being unnoticed, contained, within an area of 9,000*

miles, about half a niillion of inhabitants. Ac-

cording to a table drawn up in 1773 by Mr. War-

gentin, fecretary to the academy, founded upon an

aftual furvey of the feveral provinces, and upon the

reports of the provincial governors, there are in

Sweden and Finland 5,000 fquare miles capable

of culture, and 2,571,800 inhabitants. In 178 1,

the number of inhabitants appears from the fame

authority to have increafed to 2,700,000; a degree

of population which falls far fliort of that of France

or England, the firft of which, in a fquare of

10,000 leagues f, contains 24,000,000 of perfons.

and the latter, in 2,900:1: fquare geographical miles,

about five millions. In the 104 cities of Sweden

and Finland, they reckon 180,000 fouls, allowing

70,000 for Stockholm alone; a number not equal

to a thirteenth part of the whole, and, therefore,

differing much from the calculations of thofe who

reckon, that in all well peopled countries, the

numbers of citizens fhould be to the inhabitants

of the country as i to 4.

* It is difficult to fay what fort of miles axe here meant. Sweden

Proper contains 4.7,900 ; Gothland 25,975 ; Schojnen 2,960 ; Lap-

land and W, Bothnia 76,000 ; SvvediJh Finland, and Eafl, Bothnia

7 3)000; Gothland Ifle, 1,000; and Oeland 560 fquare miles.

•f-
France contains 138,687 fquare miles.

X England contains 49,54.0 fquare Englifh miles, 69 and a half of

which are equal to 60 geographical miles,— Cr«//^r;V.

2 Among
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Among the two millions and a half of inhabi-

tants, they reckoned in 1760, 10,645 noble per-

fons, including 3597 children under the age of

fifteen years. The number of noble families was

then 2054, but in 1775 they amounted to 2176, of

which 85 were thofe of Counts, 231 of Barons,

and 1754 of untitled nobility. That of Count de

Brahe is the moil ancient. From a feries of ob-

fervations continued for thirteen years, Mr. War-

gentin informs us, that the number of births in

Sweden is always greater in the month of Septem-

ber, and lefs in that of June than in any of the

other months ; and that the number of deaths is

greateft in April. He remarks alfo, that for nine

fucceeding years, 100 men have died annually in

the country out of every 3340, and 100 women out

of every 3540 ; while in Stockholm the deaths of

males were in the proportion of 100 to 1722, and of

females in the proportion of 100 to 2128. That in

thefe nine years there died 2,046 men, and 3,540 wo-

men above the age of90; 20 above the age of loo

;

3 above the age of 1 20 ^ and one aged 1 27 years.

The government, having for a long time been

aware of the great advantages to be obtained from

an increafed population, gives encouragement and

fupport to all eftablidiments likely to promote it,

of which the college of medicine, and feveral

others that have been already mentioned, are in-

ftances. With the fame view, the King, in 1773,

O 2 iflueci
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ifixied an ordinance, exempting from the payment

of certain capitations all peafants, workmen, ar-

tifans, fifhermien, not enjoying the rights of bur-

gelTes, foldiers, failors, and their wives, having

four or more children. By thefe and fome other

regulations, emigration has been in a great degree

prevented, and the number of inhabitants is faid

to have received an addition of 500,000, between

the years 175 1 and 178 1, But no endeavours to-

wards encreafing the population of Sweden can be

fo effeftual, as the improvement of agriculture,

the melioration of thofe articles which form the

bafis of their manufadtures, and the holding out

fuitable encouragement to llrangers, who fhall fet-

tle in the country.

A learned Swede *, in a memoir prefented to the

academy, in 1750, thus eftimates the proportion

between the produftiofis of the foil, and the num^

ber of inhabitants.

" Sweden, including Finland and the ifles, con-

" tains 9,000 fquare miles, and fomething lefs

" than three millions of inhabitants i of this fpace

" only 4,000 miles are fufceptible of cultivation,

" the reft confifting of mountains, rocks, lakes,

" rivers, marflies, and high roads j and there are

'^ only 1,000 of arable land, 2,500 miles being

" allowed to be occupied by meadows, gardens,

*^ orchards, &c. &c. Suppofing two-thirds of

* Erick Solander.

*f this
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" this land to be annually fown, the quantity of

*^ feed, at the rate of 24,000 tons per mile, will

" amount to 24 millions of tons, and the produce,

*^ if ellimated in the proportion of 5 to i , will be

*' equal to 1 20 millions. If one-fifth part of this

" be re-fown, and one-fifth confumed by cattle,

" there remains 72 millions of tons of grain, a

" quantity, which, in France, has been found fuf-

*' ficient for the fupport of 20 millions of perfons.

"*' Even if this eftimate be lowered by one-half,

" on account of any fuppofed exaggeration, or

" miftake, there muft ftiil be much more than

" enough for five millions of inhabitants j yet

*' fuch is the ftate of agriculture in Sweden, that,

" without the importation of foreign grain, the

*' inhabitants, who do not much exceed half that

'* number, have never been fupported."

Another learned inquirer*, in a memoir pre-

fented to the academy, ufes the fame mode of cal-

culation, but makes the number of fquare miles

amount only to 7,000. Either account, however,

fhews the quantity of land to be fuch as might

yield corn fufficient for three times the number of

inhabitants ; and, therefore, almoft proves that the

produce muft be lefTened by fome natural obftacles,

fuch as cultivation cannot overcome. Thefe, pro-

bably, are the great length and rigour of the win-

ters, the Ihort fpace between the feed-time and

* Menander.

O 3 harveft.
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harveft, the excelTive heat of their fummers, which,

by forcing a fudden growth, renders all vegetables

liable to be alFedted by the leaft change of weather,

and the Ihortnefs of the nights at that feafon, when

the plants have neither the moiltiire nor coolnefs

neccffary to fupport them under the parching heat

of day. Add to this, that the fnow, by which the

earth is covered for feven months of the year, in-

creafes the difficulty of cultivating a foil by nature

hard, compa6t, and ftony 5 that the inhabitants are

fo thinly difperfed over the country^ as to have no

opportunities of mutual aiTiIlance, and are at the

fame time fo poorly provided with markets, that

the fale of their commodities is by no means ready

or certain.

All thefe obflacles have a permanent influence

upon the ftate of agriculture, and miuft confide-

rably counteract bodi the endeavours of the huf-

bandman, and the generofity of the ftate. A
Swede*, who has very attentively ftudied the ef-

fects of the climate, the nature of the foil, and the

induftry of the inhabitants, alTures us that almoft

any other country will yield three times as much

as can be obtained in Sweden by equal exertions.

Of the dreadful efftds produced by a dry fummer

fucceeding to a hard winter, 1 was myfelf a witnefs

laft year J when the fiiilure of the crops in Sweden

and Finland produced a famine, and large bodies

* Lillecraiitz.

of
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of Swedes were feen arriving in Denmark, in

learch of employment, at the very time when it is

ufual for their countrymen to conclude their la-

bours for the feafon. Thefe emigrations, though

cafual and temporary, muft tend to the decreafe of

population, there being always fome natives who

remain abroad, and are for ever loft to their

country.

To diminifh the efFe6l of the many natural im-

pediments to the fuccefs of agriculture in Sweden,

care fliould be taken to leave no hands unemployed,

and to prevent the peafant from being difturbed in

the labours of cultivation. The eftablilhment of

boftelles, and the abolition of a great number of

holydays, contribute, no doubt, to this end ; but

the oppreflive fervices of the poft are ftill exaded,

and thus, according to the calculations of the able

and zealous Secretary of the Patriotic Society *,

the labours of 216,000 men, and of double the

number of horfes for one day are (annually) loft to

Sweden. The calculation is in every refpeft very

moderate, the ftages being reckoned at only three

hundred, which is much below the real number.

To all thefe difadvantages, arifing from the

nature of the climate, and the fcarcity of inhabi-

tants, ftiould be added thofe produced by the ig-

norance and prejudices of the peafants, of which

* Mr. Modeer.

O 4 the
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the influence is very vifible in a great variety of

pernicious cuftoms, and in none more confpicu-

ouily than in that called Swediandet. This is the

cuftom of burning all the trees and fhrubs upon

lands cleai-ed for cultivation : thus forcing a fud-

den fertility, that lafts only for two or three har-

vefts, when the foil is entirely exhaufted, being

unfupplied by the oils, falts, and other matters

neceffary to vegetation, which its too great com-

paflnefs prevents it from receiving. Notwith-

ilanding the dreadful confequences produced by

the application of fire to fuch enormous forefts,

and the unprofitable tendency of the pradice in

o:her refpefts, the peafants remain attached to the

cuilom of their forefathers, and are not to be dif-

fuaded from it by any efforts ; a fort of intelledfual

flavery, which I have myfelf witnefTed in Flolland

and Denmark, and which, no doubt, exifts in a

greater or lefs degree in all countries-

Some Swedifh politicians, having objefled to

the difi:illation of brandy, as confuming the corn

which might be more ufefully employed in the fup-

port of the inhabitants, the quantity allowed to be

iifed in the diftillerles was, by an ordinance of

the King, dated 1776, limited to 300,000 tuns.

From four to five hundred thoufand tuns of fo-

reign grain are annually brought into Sweden from

other countries, yet it is the opinion of fome, that

the favings to be made, even by a total prohibi-

tion
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tion of diflilling, would by no means recompenle

the lofs which the importation of foreign'brandies

would occafion.

The population and agriculture of Denmark

have fo often been treated of by very able writers,

that I fhall content myfelf with giving you a ge-

neral idea of its fuperiority to Sweden in thefe re*-

fpedts. Denmark, then, which confifts properly

of Zealand, Fionia, and Jutland, contains, within

the fpace of 850 fquare geographical miles, 168

cities, and one million of inhabitants j the corn

produced in it exceeds the quantity requifiue for

internal confumption, and, therefore, forms an ar-

ticle of foreign commerce.

Many caufes concur to produce thefe Icar.uy

efFefts. The country, which is almoft entirely

furrounded with water, is by no means elevated,

the higheft point being only 308 feet above the

level of the fea. The climate is much milder than

in Sweden, the polar elevation lefs, the winters

fhorter, and the fiimmers more temperate. Add
to this, that the government gives great encou-

ragement to population, and has fucceeded fo far

as to attraft a great number of ftrangers, who have

fettled, and become naturaUzed inhabitants of the

country. Whole colonies of foreigners have fome-

times arrived to the cultivation of lands abandoned

as barren and worthlefs. In the year 15 16, two

hundred families from Waterland in North Hol-

land,
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land, fettled in the iQe of Amack, under Chriflian

the Fourth; and, in 1760, about three hundred

families eftablifhed thcmfelves in Jutland, upon

lands never before cultivated. The firft of thefe

colonies now contains 800 families, and the ifland,

which was before only one continued marfh, is

now covered with gardens and meadows, from

whence the 60,000 inhabitants of Copenhagen are

fupplied with all the roots, and the greateft part of

the milk requifite for their confumption. The

Amackefe have alfo been able to build a confide-

rable town, the refidence of filhermen, who fup-

ply the markets of the capital with all forts of

fea-filh.

The greateft part of the farmers are foreigners,

and thofe chiefly natives of Holftein, whofe fkill

in the art of clearing and cultivating land much

exceeds that of the Danes. But the idlenefs of the

peafants, the flavifh ftate in which they live, and

the King's right of chafe, confiderably impede the

endeavours of the hufbandman ; and the land is

rendered difficult of cuhivation by an immenfe

quantity of ftones fcattered over it, of which fome

are fo large as to require to be blown in pieces by

gunpowder before they can be collefted, and car-

ried away in waggons. The land thus covered is

often abandoned by the peafants, who do not think

it worth their while to remove the ftones. How

much is loft by this fort of negligence, it would

require
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require a very accurate knowledge of the country

to eftimate.

The wild animals that run in troops over the

country, and often ravage lands covered with the

fineft corn, difappoint the hopes, and efcape the

attacks of the hufbandman, who would be con-

demned to flavery for the (laughter of a flag, an

hind, or a roe-buck. But it cannot be doubted that

the young Prince now at the head of government

will dired his attention to thefe evils, and, by

fome regulations more favourable to agriculture,

prevent the complaints of the poor labourer, who

now fometimes lofes in an hour the fruits of his

toil for many months. The magnificent royal

park, of four Danifh miles in circumference,

would afford Ihelter and food for a fufficient num-

ber of ilags, and the meadows, freed from their

ravages, might be left open to the fupport of

horfes for the fervice of the nation, to which pur-

pofe alfo the lands now covered by the royal woods

might be more ufefully applied. He will perceive

that one of the fureft methods of increafing the

induftry of the inhabitants, and the value of his

eftates is the liberation of the peafants, who, thus

invited to labour for themfelves and their pofterity,

would acquire a degree of energy of which they

are at prefent incapable, and mingle their wealth

with that of the nation *.

* Towards the dcfe of the year 1788, the peafants upon the

crown lands were declared free by the Prince Royal,

Having
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Having thus given you fome account of the ftate

of agriculture and population in thefe two king-

doms, permit me to conclude, by affuring you

how much
I am, &c. &c.

LETTER XX.

Copenhagen, Fth 1786.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

I F the furface of the foil in

Sweden feems to yield but little to the efforts of

art, the inexhauftible ftorcs of nature afford the

inhabitants fome recompenfe. The timber, tar,

and pitch of her immenfe forefts are circulated

throughout Europe; and iron, that original and

necellary commodity, is to be found in many parts,

in great abundance, and even in its pure ftate, at

a very fmall depth in the earth. Dalecarlia, War-

meland, Weftmannia, Oftrogothia, Lapponia, and,

above all. Upland, contain it in the greateft quan-

tities. Alum, vitriol, fak-petre, copper, lead, fil-

ver, and even gold itfelf are the produ6tions which

the Swedes alfo extraft from the bowels of their

uncultivated mountains.

Iron, which is the mod confiderable article of

their commerce, is exported in lumps, bars, and in

a ma-
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a manufadtured ftate to the amount of 300,000

fchifp per annumy for which, at the rate of five

crowns and I per fchifp, they receive about 1,934,750

bank crowns. Of this fum 1,700,000 filver dol-

lars are paid to the crown.

The copper mines, which after thofe of iron^,

are of the greatefb value, yield annually about

308/300 bank crowns, being the amount of the

copper exported, either in its plain or refined (late,

or after being converted into brafs. The crown

receives about 900 fchifp, as a tithe of the produce.

The filv^r mines, of which thofe of Sahla alone

yield more than the other fix, pay, as a tithe to

the crown 300 marks per annum.

The gold mine affords annually about 1000

ducats, which, with 8,000 filver dollars, allowed

by the crown, are ^ fcarcely fufficient to pay the

expences of working it.

All the lead obtained from the mines is con-

fiimed in precipitating the other metals, together

with 960 fchifp annually imported from England.

The alum works increafe in value every day.

The quantity at prefent exported yields about

30,000 bank crowns.

Timber, aud other forefl productions, are an-

nually exported to the value of 387,580 bank

crowns.

Befides thefe articles of commerce, which the

Swedes, by the peculiar bounty of nature, are en-

abled
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abied to extrafb from their mountains, rocks, and

forefts, the herring-fifhery upon the weftern fhores

fupplies them with another fource of wealth,

160,000 tons being exported every year, at the

price of 1 6 filver dollars per ton.

Sweden, which, by its fituation between the

North Tea and the Baltic, is admirably adapted for

foreign traffic, has alfo the advantage of a ready ,

internal circulation, being interfe6led by a great

number of rivers, and extenfive lakes. The ca-

nals and fluices, projedled for the improvement

and extenfion of thefe natural communications, are

already fo far perfe6led, that goods unlhipped from

the vefTels of the Eaft India Company at Gothen*

burg, are tranfported acrofs the kingdom to Stock-

holm, by which means the toll duties* of the

Sound, and the dangerous rocks of the Baltic are

avoided. Sweden has not long been known as a

commercial power, having profited but little by

the natural advantages of its fituation, the induftry

* Thefe duties, to enforce the payment of which the caftle of

Cronenbiug was built by Eric VII. in 1427, yield the annual luin

of 400,ceo rlx-dollars to Denmark. The Englifh, French, Dutch,

Swedes, Spaniards, Portuguefe, Neapolitans, and Hamburghers-pay

one per cent, upon all goods not mentioned in the taiifF. Other

powers pay one and a quarter.

Befides this tax, each veflel four rlx-dollars, if laden, and two,

if empty, as a contribution to the fupport of the lights, buoys, and

maritime fignals, necefTary about the Cattegat and Sound. Four

thouland vefi'els are reckoned to pafs and repafs annually.

of
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of the inhabitants, or the value of its produftions,

before the middle of the lall century. In 1626,.

a body of traders inftituted a Southern Company j

and in 1641 a treaty of commerce was concluded

with Portugal, and an aflbciation formed for car-

rying on a trade with Africa. Another Company

undertook the exportation of tar in 1647; ^^ the

tbliowing year, Helmftadt> with the patronage

and interference of feveral of the nobility, fitted

out feveral fifhing-veffels, and in 1667 a permanent

herring-fifhery was inftituted by the city of Go-

thenburg.

During the long wars of Charles the Twelfth,,

the progrefs of thefe good endeavours was checked,,

and many companies were dilTolved. Under Fre-

deric the Firft, commerce begaa to revive, and, int

the reign of Adolphus Frederic, government, feri-

oufly adopting the interefts of trade and naviga-

tion, palTed feveral decrees, encouraging the ex-

portation of indigenous productions, and the im-

portation of fome foreign commodities. The year.

17ji was diftinguifhed by the inftitution of the

India Company; 1740 by the revival of the her-

ring-fifliery i and 1771 by the formation of a Le-

vant Company. In 1774, fome privileges were

granted to an aflbciation eftablilhed for the pur-

pofe of carrying on the whale fifhery* -, and in the

* This company has nov been able to fuppoit a competitiou^with

that of Denmark.

yeap
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year 1775 the port of Marftrand was declared free,

to the great benefit of the merchants of Gothen-

burg, who here receive all forts of foreign com-

modities, which they enter for exportation, but find

means to circulate in contraband traffic, in Sv/eden,

Denmark, Norway, England, and Scotland.

About the middle of the 14th century Sweden

poirefffd only five or fix fhips, and its commerce

was tranfafled by the Hanfeatic towns. The city

of Lubec afterwards abforbed the greateft part, but

at length, towards the 17th century, the Englifii

and Dutch divided the whole between them. In

1724 appeared the celebrated Placariy concemihg

pYoduLlionSj by which foreigners were prohibited

from importing commodities not the growth of

their country, and from carrying any merchandize

from one Swedifh port to another. From this

time the encouragement and the progrefs of navi-

gation has been fuch, that the number of trading

vefiels, which then amounted only to 300, was in

1764 about 8,000, and at prefent they are not only

fufficient for the commerce of the country, but are

able to tranfa6t fome part of the bufinefs of other

nations, chiefly of the Spaniards, who permit them,

to work as coafting veflTels.

As a further encouragement to navigation, an

office was eflablifhed in 1704 for executing infu-

rances upon Ihips. The ftock is divided into a

thoufand Ihares of 3,000 filver dollars each.

The
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The company of divers, the only inftitution of

the fort in Europe, dcferves to be particularly

mentioned. Its privileges were granted in 1734,

by letters patent from the King and the ftates*

Along all the coafts of Sweden, perfons in the em-

ploy of this company are ftationed, who, upon the

lirft news of a fliipwreck, fly to give their aflift-

ance in faving all that is pofTible of the lliip and

cargo. Of this the company imm.ediately give

notice to the proprietors, and, after receiving their

orders, proceed to the fale of the efFedts, deduc-

ing from the produce the amount of their dues.

Thefe dues vary exceedingly, and depend upon the

circumftances of the fliipwreck : When a vdTdy

for inftance, has been on fhore, and, by the exer-

tions of the country people, has been floated and

brought into port, the company, for putting it in

complete repair, receives a premium of 10 per

cent; but if the cargo has been damaged, fo as to

make it necelTary to unload it, and difpofe of it at

the next city, or upon the fpot, the company, by

contributing a fourth of tiie cxpcnce, becomes en-

titled to a fourth fliare of the produce'; and when

goods are fiflied out of the fea, by means of the

diving-bell, or any other machines, the company

contributes the fame fiiare of the expences, and

receives a third part of the produce.

Of the hundred and twenty-four cities, which

Sweden contains, only thirty-eight have any fo-



( 210 )

feign commerce^ and of this tliey engoy the exdu-

five right, with the title of ftaple cities, (ftapel

ftader.) The greateft part is divided between

Stockholnn and Gothenburg, the former having -.V

and the latter .V of the wliole^ The importation

of foreign goods is in different proportions j of

thefe Stockholm receives half, Gothenburg one

quarter, and the remaining thirty-fix cities the

other.

The interior commerce is open to all the citics>

and to every individual, it being lawful for any

perfon to purchafe commodities in grofs in the fta-

ple cities, and retail them through the other parts

of the kingdom. If the Swedes have been adive

in obtaining a confiderable export trade,, which

inuft continue to encreafe,, unlefs prevented by a

competition with Ruflia, in the article of iron,

they have been not lefs lb in the eftablifliment of

manufa(5tories in the different provinces.. But the

climate, which obftru6ls their progrefs in agricul-

ture, prevents their arriving at excellence in ma~

nufa(5tures. Either the articles to be manufadured-

are wanting, or are of inferior value, and can only

be obtained from foreign countries at great ex-

pence. The rewards given by government have

very litte effeft againft thefe obftacles, and the.

laws enafled for the protection of the manufafturcs

are infufficient for the purpofe, great quantities of

contraband goods being in circulation.

It
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It is computed, that within the fpace of thirty-

fcven years the nation has furnifhed to the wants

of the manufacfturers the fum of 1 17 tons of gold *.

A merchant, named Jonas Aelftroemer, has dif-

tinguillied himfelf by eftabiifhing manufadtorics

of all forts of articles at Allingeos in Weflrogo-

rhia. From England, Spain, and Germany he

imported fheep and rams, in order to obtain a fine

fort of wool for the manufafture of cloths, and

for a Ihort time he had the fatisfa6lion to fee his

project fucceed. But the animals foon degene-

rated in a climate fo unfavourable to them, and

the expences attending a frequent renewal of the

breed, rendered him unable to ftand a competition

with foreign markets, favoured by the opportu-

nities of contraband traffic. His cloths were

worfe or higher priced than thofe of England,,

which, with other foreign fluffs, are now worn

conflantly by all people of condition, and find

their way into the kingdom, in fpite of prohibi-

tions and fearches.

Of 18,600 manufactories eflablifhed in Sweden

fince the year 1738, and which coft the nation

10,273,917 filver dollars, only nine thoufand re«

mained in 1774; and of 1,260 filk looms, which

were worked in Stockholm, in 1762, only 400

remained in 1776. It appears from ,a report made

to the College of Trade by Mr. Faxe, Commif-

" About. 487,50^1. T.

P 2 fary
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fary of that board, that in 1762, Stockholm con-

tained 2,157 looms of all forts, and 8,007 work-'

men ; and in 1767 the number amounted only to

1,062 looms, and 4,290 workmen. This fudden

difference was occafioned by the return of a great

number of foreigners, who, attra£led by rewards

and privileges, had come to Stockholm in the ex-

pecftation of making fortunes, and had left the

country the moment they perceived the vanity of

their hopes. The number of manufacturers is

laid to be greater now than in 1776, but it is to

be feared that this is only a temporary increafe,

which mufl foon yield to the difadvantages of the

climate, and the inferiority of the productions ne-

cfllary to be manufactured.

The Swedes, however, fhew their induftry by

feveral articles made of copper and wrought iron,

and excel in the preparation of furs and fkins of

all forts, particularly in thofe of elks and rein-

deer, in the northern provinces, and of fheep in

the. fouthern.

I entered Sweden with the expectation of finding

only copper and paper in circulation, and was

furprized to find a fufRcient quantity of filver

money, which is much more abundant there than

in Denmark. In the latter country, indeed, the

adminiftration, in 1773, are faid not only to have

prevented the realization of paper money, then in

circulation.
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circulation, to the amount of four millions of rix-

dollars, but to have confiderably incrcafed the

quantity fince that period ''\

The corrupt adminiitration of the finances in

Sweden, and efpecially the abufes in borrowing

money at the bank, had fo much increafed the

quantity of paper in circulation, that in 1769 it

was eftimated at 500 tons of goldf. New plans

were adopted by every diet for reftoring the finan-

ces and credit of the country, but with very little

effeft, till in 1769, it was relblved to realize, by

degrees, the immenfe quantity of paper with which

the kingdom was overwhelmed, and to bring

fpecie into circulation. One of the parts of this

plan was a loan of three millions of current Dutch

dollars, at an intereft of 5 and I per cent. Since

the revolution in 177a, the King and the miniftry

have continued their endeavours for the reftora-

tion of the finances, and, befides the above loan,

which was authorized by the ftates, have negoci-

ated in Holland a new one for the fum of two mil-

lions of Dutch florins.

* Upon the eflablifhment of tlie bank In 1736, Chriftian VI. for

himftlf :uid his fucceflors, Iblemnly undertook, that the goveinniept

fliould never, upon any emergency, interfere, direftly or inclircftly,

with the affairs of the bank, but fliould leave to the directors the en-

tire management of the funds and cffefts, intrulled to them by the

proprietors.

-f-
A ton of gold, in Swedirti reckoning, is equal to 100,000

dcutUersfdber munt, which are worth about ten-pence each. T.

P 3 The
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The following are the heads of the plan adopted

by the King for promoting the circulation of

fpecie

:

1. From the year 1777, it was refolved to pay

the falaries of all officers, as well civil as military,

partly in money.

2. To call in all bank-notes under the value of

ICO dollars.

3. To take up all notes brought to the bank,

paying for the large ones ploteS:, or plates of cop-

per, and for the fmall ones copper money.

4. To make co^'^tr -plotes liable upon exporta-

tion to no greater duties than common copper.

And,

5. To ilTue the new notes, not for copper-mo-

ney, but for rix-dollars or bank crowns, and at

fums not lefs than ten rix-dollars each *. The bank

was infututed in 1668, under the reign of Charles

the Ninth, and the diredion of it committed to

the deputies of the dates ; it is at prefent governed

by a commifTary, and three deputies chofen from

each order, making in the whole ten direftors.

AH the revenues of the ftate pafs through this

bank, and there the rough copper belonging to

the crown is depofited. One office is appropri-

ated to the bufinefs of exchange, and the other to

that of taking up money. The diet in 1778, con-

* This plan is attributed to Mr. de Liljenciantz, fecretary of

itate.

fidering
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fidering the great length of time, which, under

the new form of government, elapfes between their

meetings, appointed commiflioners to receive every

third year, in the month of Oftober, the reports

of the directors, and to co-operate with them in

fiich meafures as may tend to confirm the credit

of the bank. Their number is twenty-four, of

which twelve are chofen from the three clafles of

the nobility, fix from the clergy, and fix from the

burgelTes.

In 1783, a little time after the departure of the

King for Italy, the bank ifTued notes of 150 rix-

dollars each, alleging, in juftification, the failure

of fome foreign houfes, and the high price of the

exchange, on account of the want of paper cur-

rency, which, without this precaution, would oc-

cafion the exportation of the fpecie. By this mea-

fure the price of exchange was for a Ihort time

lowered ; but the exceflive importation of grain,

and the decreafe in the exportation of iron, foon

reftored it to its former price.

The revenues of the crown arife from the diffe-

rent impofts and taxes, both permanent and tem-

porary, upon the perfons, ellates, and poffcffions

of the inhabitants, as well as upon the produce of

the cuftoms, mines, and ftamp-duties. But they

are much lefs now than formerly, the value of

money having fallen confiderably fince the time of

Charles the Ninth, when they were finally fettled.

P 4 To
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To fupply the deficiencies recourfe is conftantly

had to the flates, and each diet finds itfelf obliged

to provide for the fupport of the kingdom by ex-

traordinary contributions, loans. Sec. &c. Thefe

contributions are levied upon the eftates and

mines, upon the houfes in which brandy is re-

tailed, and upon the trade, labour and perfonal

refources of the inhabitants.

Upon the acccflion of the prefent King to the

throne in 1771, the revenues of the crown, ordi-

nary and extraordinary, were found to be as dated

in the following: table

;

'

'O

Silver dollars.

Ordinary rents — — 2,133,997

Tithes of corn — — 295,037

Farms — — — 70,837

Perfonal rents — — 730,000

Deniers received for the fupport of the

fenefchals courts •— —' 140,328

Deniers received for exemptions from the

fupport of the military — 2,546

Dues from the lime-kilns in Gothland 381

Convocation deniers — — 3*628

For the fupport of failors — 5^428

For giving employ to workmen —

^

5>793

Share of judicial rights — 23,620

Duties upon thefale of wood — 225

Stamp-duties, and recognition fees — 231,090

Rents
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Silver dollars.

Rents levied for the regiment of Varmie

and Nerike — — 3,0oo

Extraordinary contributions — 2,400,000

Tentiis and taxes payable by the iron

forges, tenths of alum, rents of cop-

per, and the grand maritime duty 2,066,074

Tenths payable by the fulphur-works Ij705

Tolls and general excife-duties — 800,23c;

Tenths of the copper of Ryddarhytc

and Linfneburg -^ — 1,800

Duty upon the Aveftadt CQpper — 20,000

Tenths from the mines, and from the

coinage of filver — — 3iOOO

Control of gold, filver and wool — JjO^y

Duties upon cattle at Stockholm — 390
Polls — — — 317,270

Deniers received for the fupport of light

-

houfes — — — 29,016

Deniers received from pilots — 1^368

Excife — — — 300,000

Contributions of the chamber of re-

vifion — — — 5^232

Duties upon the cargoes of Eall-India

fhips — — — 3j5oo

Funds for the fupport of the medicinal

charity ^— — — 5,400

Savings from vacancies — — 300,000

Contributions
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Silver dollars.

Contributions for fupporting, and re-

pairing the caftle at Stockholm — 163,776

Mortmain fund — — 5>057

Contribution granted fince 1772, under

the title of Begrafenis och Kroening-

Jhielp — — — 2,000,000

A contribution of 4 oere Jent from each

perfon — — — 2,000,000

Silver dollars 12,104,624

To thefe fliould be added the contributions

granted under the name of a free-gift, which differ

according to the exigencies of the ftate.

The diet of 1778 granted an addition of 100,000

crowns 'per annum to the private revenues of the

King. During the three years 1696— 1768, and

1773, the expences of the crown were as follow.

Anno 1696.

Silver dollars.

The court — 576,096

Senate and admini-

ilration —
- SS^'SS7

Civil lill -- 320,903

Army — 2,299,111

Navy — 681,498

Extraordinarics — 63,941

mj -

4,489,906

Anno 1768. jAnno 1773.

filver dollars. Illver dollars.

1,658,446

1,635,034

482,808

3,204,465

1,456,656

7'873'i54

16,310,623

2,804,735

1,828,614

514,063

3'757.6i9

1,812,151

1,569,496

11,586,678

From
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From thefe ftatements it appears how much the

inonarchs of Sweden ought to give their attention

to the prefervation of peace, and the promotion of

manufaftures, and that, if ever the power granted

to Guftavus III. fhould fall into the hands of an

ambitious fovereign, the kingdom would very Ibon

be reduced to the fame miferable ftate, in which

it was found by the fuccelTors of Charles XI I.

I am, &:c. &c.

LETTER XXI.

Copenhagen, Feb. . . . 1786,

MY DEAR FRIEND,

1 N the following fketch of

tlie Swedifh hiftory, I by no means intend to give

a detailed narrative of events, or to delineate the

private lives of the fovereigns; it will be fufRcient

for me to exhibit a view of the forms of govern-

ment adopted at different times, and of the fre-

quent revolutions produced by the ambition ot th.e

fovereigns, the turbulence of the nobility, and the

people's natural defire of freedom.

Defcended from the hofts who deftroyed tlie

Roman Empire, and overwhelmed the furface of

Europe, the Swedes have preferved, in foir.e de-

gree, the energy of charader which diftinguiflied

their
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their anceflors. Their hard climate and barren

mountains, fcarcely invite or reward the labours

of the hiifbandman, while the forefts and lakes

offer an independent fubfiftence, which removes

the neceffity, and prevents the habits of fubordi-

nation. The Dalecarlians, efpecially, in the moil

northern and defolate of tlie provinces, appear to

retain this original hardihood i jealous of their

rights, and refentful of the flighteft oppreffion,

they have been always ready for rebellion, and

have levera'l times changed the conftitution of the

king;dom.

The feudal form of government is unknown in

Sweden, though a mode fomcthing refembling it

has been partially introduced. In the year 814,

King A.nun, having cleared a great quantity of fo-

reft land, divided it amongft his fubjeds, upon the

condition of their ferving him in war, or purcha-

fing their exemption by a fettled tribute. This

was the origin of the eftates called kronobemmansy

and of the fervitude of the crown-peafants j the

nobles having no vaflals but thofe obtained upon

the alienation of thefe fiefs. The only fort of fla-

very ever permitted in Sweden was that of prifoners

taken in war, of perfons convi<5led of certain

crimes, and of thofe who fold their freedom and

fervices. This latter piadlice was prohibited by

Birgis Jart, in the year 1335, and flavery was en-

2 tirelv
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tirely aboliflied, about two years afterwards, by

Magnus Ladiflos.

In the remoteft ages, the Kings never poflefled

Ablblute power, but by ufurpation. The fove-

reignty always belonged of right to the ilates-

general, to which citizens of every clafs were ele-

gible, the pooreft pcafant having a vote in the

choice of reprefentatives. In the intervals between

the fittings of tht^c alTemblies, the kingdom was

governed by a fenate. The King, or rather the

chief magiftrate, was elected by the nation aflem-

bled, and endued with limited power. He was un-

able to make peace or war, to raife money, or

levy troops, without the confent of the flates-ge'-

neral j
" and could neither build new forts, em-

" ploy foreign troops in the kingdom, nor beftow

" the government of caftles upon any perfons,

" not of Swedifh origin*."

A government, fuch as tliis, though highly gra-

tifying to individuals, v»'as liable to very great dif-

^ orders, of which the hiftory of the country affords

fufficient proof. The kingdom, being elective,

was expofed to frequent and dreadllil civil v/ars,

during which the contending nobles invited the

afliftance of foreign powers, and thus gave them

an opportunity of an eafy conqued.

The Chrillian religion being eftablifhed in Swe-

den towards the clofe of the ninth century, the

* Vertot.

ecclefiaftics



( 222 )

ccclefiaftics by degrees acquired fuch an afcen-

dancy in wealdi and power, as to be able to difturb

the peace of the kingdom, and ultinaately to be-

llow the crown upon Chriftian II. a monfter thirft-

ing for hunnan blood *.

Margaret Waldemar, the celebrated Semirannis

of the North, under the fpecious pretext of main-

taining the liberty of the Swedes, obtained polTef-

fion of the kingdom, which fhe held with thofe of

Denmark and Norway, and, almoft converted into

a Danifh province. Her fucceffor Eric VIII. was

dethroned in a rebellion inftigated by the Dalecar-

lians, but, in a fhort time after, Chriftian I. by the

authority of the treaty of Calmar, feized upon the

throne, and governed Sweden with a rod of iron.

He was twice depofed, and as often re- inflated in

his authority.

Upon his death Chriftian II. furnamed

1 5 1
3. the Tyrant, mounted the throne. He is

known in hiftory by the famous maflacie

of Stockholm, in which the moft illuftrious of the

Swedilh nobility periftied publicly upon a fcafFold.

When dethroned by Guftavus Vala, and immured

for life in an obfcure prifon, his fate formed a ftg-

nal inftance of divine vengeance, and held out a

lellon to Kings, which may make the proudcft

ihudder. Upon this occafion the Dalccarlians

had again the glory of delivering their country,

* Archenholtz.---Camzlcr.

and
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and Guflavus, thus raifed to power, reftored the

ancient liberty of Sweden, and detached it for ever

from the union of Calmar.

Guflavus was declared adminiftrator in 1521,

and King in 1523. The Swedes, confidering him

as their father and deliverer, in teftimony of his

fervices, declared the kingdom hereditary in his

pofterity. At this period the fovereignty returned

to the ftates-general, compofed of the fenate, and

four orders of the ftate ; but the influence, which

Guflavus had acquired, concentered their whole

authority in his perfon, and he governed as abfo-

lutely, as if born to the throne. His fubjeds,

happy under his government, gave him the diflin-

guifhing title of father of his country, and com>-

paring the prefent times with thofe in which the

difTenfion of the nobles, the avarice of the clergy,

and the ambition of the Kings continually op-

preffed them, they rejoiced in the happinefs of

their fttuation, and fcarcely perceived, that an an-

thority, founded, at firfl, upon afFedbion and gra-

titude, might at lafl become defpotic, and be the

means of their mifery.

The Lutheran religion, perhaps,, owes its efla-

blifhment as much to the policy as to the piety of

Guflavus. The afpiring fpirit, and exceflive power

of the Romifli clergy juflly excited his fears and

refentment, and their polTefTions, if confilcated,

wouldi
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Would increafe the revenues, and confirm the le^

curity of the ftate.

But the Dalecarliaas, who placed him on the

throne, bore the extenfion of his authority with

lefs patience than the inhabitants of the other pro-

vinces. Six times the fufpicion of fome encroach-

ment upon their privileges induced them to revolt^

and they remained in arms, till convinced that

their fears v/ere groundlefs. In 151 8, the intro-

dudion of the new religion roufed them again; but

they were abandoned by their chiefs, and obliged

to facrifice their opinions, rather to treachery than

to force. Another revolt was occafioned by the*

apprehenfion of fome change in the national drcfs,

which they refolved to retain themfelves, and de-

manded that Guftavus and his court Ihouid con-

tinue to wear.

In his condud to them, Guftavus always ap-

peared mindful of their former fervices, and was

unwilling to take up arms, before the failure of

milder meafures made a recourfe to them neceflary.

At length he won them to fuch a degree of attach-

ment, that at the conclufion of his long reign they

were amongft the moft faithful of his fubjeds, and,

at Ins death, they joined with the other Swedes, in

receiving his fon Eric as the Sovereign of an uni-

ted and happy people. This Prince found his

fiibjedls equally fenfible of the horrors of war, and

the bleflings of peace -, a treafury able, for the firft

time.
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time, to llipport the expences of the kingdom

;

and a nobility humbled, and weakened by the

power and the crimes of his predeceflbrs, the moll

powerful and enterprifing having been removed in

the maflTacre of Stockholm, or the frequent civil

wars which preceded it. The Reformation had

fuppreffed the pride aud turbuiencc of the Catholic

Prelates i the ad, wu.Ci\ declared the kingdom

hereditary, refcued it from the cffedls of the treaty

of Calmar, and ujm its dependence upon the

crown of Denmark ; and the monafric polTjiTions,

feized durino; the chanoe of reiiig;ion, contributed

to the fupport and increafe of the royal dignity.

The people, knov/ing themfelves to be happy, be-

lieved that they were free j and the bonds of arbi-

trary authority, fo artfully formed by Gullavus,

would never have been broken, had his fucceflbrs,

in exercifing their power, preferved thofe appear-

ances of moderation by which he obtained it.

But the profperity of the king-

Eric XIV. dom, and the power of the crown

1560. v/ere ufelefs to Eric, who, driven

from the throne, and declared inca-

pable of reigning, on account of his cruelties and

perfidy, was at length poilbned by order of his

brother John in the caftle of Griplholiii. By him

the dignities of count and baron were created.

The reign of John was difturbed

JoHivr. 1569. only by fome religious difputes, oc-

Q^ cafioned
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cafioned by the endeavours of his wife Catherine?

Jaquelion, daughter of the King of Poland, to

reftore the CathoHc rehgion, and bring Sweden

again within tlie pale of the church. The re-

formed mode of worfhip was by no means fully

cllablifnedj and the Queen's influence over her

hufband, gave her an opportunity of affifting the

difcontented party. Her endeavours were inter-

rupted by the death of the King A. D. I59'2.

Sigifmund, fon of John> although

SiGiSMUND. a Catholic, fucceeded to the throne,

1592. after having engaged to give no op-

pofition to the Lutheran form of

worfhip, which, at a diet, held at Upfal, in 1593,

was ordered to be univerfally followed in Sweden.

At the happy termination of fome diflurbances he

went into Poland, and refufing either to return, or

to permit his fon to be educated in the Lutheran

religion, the flates annulled his claims to the crown,

and declared his pofterity incapable of fucceeding

to it,

Charles, Duke of Sudcrraania,

Chap.les IX. his brother, and adminiftrator of

1600. the kingdom during his abfenee,

fucceeded to the tiirone. In this

reign, which was fpent in continual wars with the

dethroned King, the right of fuccefTion was ex-

tended, in default of males, to unmarried females.

Charles
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Charles IV. of Denmark, who obrained the

crown by force in 1610, died in 16 11, after hav-

ing facrificed 80,000 Swedes to his ambition, of

whom 144 fuffered by the hands of the common

executioner.

Guftavus Adolphus, his fon, be-

GusTAVus gan his reign by the inftitution of a

Adolpkus. new order in the diet, which, for the

161 1. future, was prohibited from delibe-

rating upon any fubjedls, not origi-

nally propoftd by the King. Upon the death of

the Dukes of Sudermania, and Oltrogothia, their

revenues were annexed to the crown, which thus

received a further accefTion of flrength. During

thefe political arrangements, Guftavus became in-

volved in the celebrated thirty years war, carried

on under pretence of religion, but undertaken from

very different motives. In the condud: of it, how-

ever, his abilities fbon became confpicuous. The

celebrated Generals, Tilly and Wallenftein were

feverally defeated by him in the battles of Leipfic

and Lutzen, but the latter vidory coft him his life,

at the moment when he feemed almoft able to take

poffefllon of the empire. During the whole war,

the defire of humbling the houfe of Auftria, in-

duced the King of Fiance to fend an annual fub-

fidy of 400,000 crowns to Sweden.

The unanimous praifes of all the hiftorians, who
have defcribcd the charafter of this great man,

0^2 excite
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excite one's regret that his abilities were not mora

ufefully employed, and rather directed to the pre-

fervation of his people's happinefs, than to the ac-

quifition of military glory. An author of reputa-

tion *, after an eulogium upon Guftavus, exprelTes

his furprize that the prote6tOr of the liberties of

Germany fhould wifh to become abfolute in his

own country. His defpotic difpofition at home,

IS, indeed, fully proved by the reftriftion impofed

upon the deliberations of the diet; but was it the

love of liberty, or the defire of glory, which ac-'

tuated him in the expedition to Germany?

Chriftina, his only daughter, fucceeded him in

the throne, having promifed to r^ign according to

a form of government compofed by Chancellor

Oxenftiern, under the diredion of Guftavus, and

confirmed by the diet in 1634.

Mean while the war in Germany continued with

various fuccefs. The Swedifh troops, after the un-

fortunate day at Norllingue, obtained fome confide-

rable advantages,, under General Baner, againft the

Saxons, and under General Tortenfon againft the

Imperialifts j fuccelTes which tended to produce the

celebrated peace of Weftphalia,. concluded in 1648.

Another not lefs glorious, was ratified in 1645,.

between Sweden and Denmark.

Chriftina, after referving a confiderable revenue,

Abdicated the crown at the age of twenty-feven,

* Sheridan.

and.
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and, quitting Sweden, iTvade her profeflion of

the Catholic religion at Infpruck. She died at

Rome in 1689, admired abroad, and very little

regretted by her own fubjefls, who accufed her as

well as Guflavus, of wafting the property of the

croMm, by gifts, fales, and mortgages of the lands.

Charles Guftavus, fon of John

Charles X. Cafimir, Duke of Deux Fonts, and

3654. of Catherine^, eldeft daughter of

Charles IX. was appointed by

Chrillina as her fuccelTor ; and the ftates, who

claimed their ancient right of elecflion, on account

of the extinction of the iiTue of Guftavus Adol-

phuSj confirmed her choice. His reign was pafTed

in continual wars, which feem to have been chiefly

provoked by the ambition of his neighbours. John

Cafimir, King of Poland, youngeft Ion of Sigii-

mond, reviving his father's claim to the crown,

was oppofed by Charles in feveral battles, parti-

cularly in that of Warfaw*, which lafted three

days, and almoft afforded the latter a complete con-

queft of Poland. After this, Frederic III. of Den-

mark, declared war f againft Sweden, and Charles,

though at tliat time contending with Ruflla, Po-

land, Brandenburgh, and the Empire, pafled the

Belt upon the ice, and obliged him to yield up for

ever Scania, Haliand, Blekin, and Bohus-leen J.

In a fubfequent war with Denmark, he laid fiege

* 1656. f 1659. X '^S7»

0.3 to
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fo Copenhagen, but was repulfed with great lofs,

and died at Gothenburg in 1660, whither he had

fummoned the diet to meet him.

Charles XI. fucceeded to the

Charles XI. crown at the age of nine years,

1660. under the tutorage of the Queen

Dowager*, his uncle, Adolphus

John, GeneralifTimo of the army, and of four

great officers of the crown appointed by his father,

Charles X. This arrangement was, however, al-

tered by the flates, who excluded Adolphus, and

fupplied his place by a fifth great officer ; enadling

at the fame time, that all affairs of ftate ffiould

be fctded in concert with the fenate, of which the

Queen Mother ffiould have the prefidency, with

the right of two votes.

Under this new adminiftration, peace was re-

flored with the neighbouring nations ; the Em-
peror, the Eleftor of Brandenburgh, and the King

of Poland, defifling from their pretenfions upon

Sweden, the war with Denmark being concluded

by the exchange of the ifland of Bornholm, for

fome hereditary ePcates of fmall importance; and

that with Ruffia, by the reciprocal reftoration

qf conquered places. But the debts of the

crown, which, at the death of the late King,

^ipounted only to 16,030,000 filver dollars, were

incrcafed to 20,376,000 j the fortifications were

* A Princefs of Denmark.

t)adljF
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EaSdly fupported; and an unjuft partiality was

fhewn to the nobles, to the prejudice of the infe-

rior orders. On thefe accounts, the King, who,

upon his firft conning of age, had difcharged his

guardians from all refponfibility, afterwards or-

dered a review of their adminillration.

Charles entered into an alliance at the Hague,

with England and Holland, in order to oppofe the

Cinterprizes of Louis XIV. and was alfo included

in the peace of Aix-la~Chapelle, after which he

drew himfelf into a war with the Emperor, Bran-

denburgh, feveral German Princes, Holland and

Denmark. The Swedes loft the battle of Fehr-

bellen, and their fleet was very fevercly handled by

die Dutch and Danes, but, on the other hand,

they beat the latter by land near Halmftadr, Lund,

and Carlfcrona. At length the calamities of war

produced a peace, and the Swedes, renouncing the

clofe alliance v^hich had till then fubfifted between

them and France, concluded a treaty of commerce

and reciprocal defence with Holland, for the main-

tenance of the treaties of peace of Weftphalia and

Nimeguen.

Upon his firft accelTion to the powers of govern-

ment, Charles Xf. bound himfelf by an oath to

refpeft the laws of Sweden, not only as they relate

to the ftates, but to the rights, privileges, and

properties of the loweft order of fubjefts ; and in

eafe of any alterations held necefcy for the fafety

0.4 ^
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<5f exigencies of the kingdom, to aft only with the

advice of the fenate, fanftioncd by the knowledge

and concurrence of the ftates. Yet within two

years after this public afliirance was given to his

fubjefts, Charles bccanie the moft defpotic of all

the Princes who have worn the crown of Sweden,

^nd was confirmed in his authority by the confent

of the people.

The great privileges enjoyed by the nobles, their

exemption from taxes, and the pofielTion of the

crown domains, had fo much excited the jcaloufy

cf the three lower orders, that, to humble their

Dpprefibrs, they were even willing to disfranchife

themfelves. Accordingly they declared, " That
*' the King was bound Amply to the maintenance

" o"f the laws, without adherence to any par-

" ticLilar form of government j that the fenate,

" when required by the King, might give advice,

** but that his Majefty had the full power of decid-

^* ing, and was refponfible only to God for his

" adtion*."

Although this declaration in fa6l conferred the

fcvereignty upon Charles, the word was never ufed

before the recejs in 1693. From this time the fe^

nators were diftinguiflied only by the title of Royal

Counfellors, and the reRoration of the crown beins

now no longer oppofed, the KingilTued a decree, by
wiuc.i all hnds, difn^mbered from the crown fince

the year 1609, were d^'clarcd re-united to it. By

this
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this meafure a great number of the nobility were

reduced to poverty, the compenlations being by

no naeans proportioned, either to the value of the

eftates, or the prices a6lually paid for them. The

l^nds were diftributed into allotments for the fup-

port of the army (Indelnings werket) and into

hoftelles annexed to feveral civil and ecclefiaftical

offices.

Charles XI. died in 1697, at the age of forty-

two years. Under his reign, rendered abfolute,

even to defpotifm, trade and manufaftures fiou-

rifhed, agriculture was encouraged, the arts and

fciences made confiderable progrefs, and the fi-

nances were re-eftabliilied. He employed 90 tons

of gold in paying the public debt, and left ^

treafure of 1,849,000 filver dollars, befides a large

fum in the private coffers. The kingdom, under

his government, acquired fome ^.dvantages ; but

the means employed were fhocking to humanity,

and fuch as no fuccefs, or convenience could juf^

tify. 1 he payment of a large part of the public

debt, and the enrichment of the treafury, were

dearly purchaled at die expence of the honour of

the Sovereign, and the property of half the inha^.

bitants.

The Archbifhop of Upfil, in

Charles XII. right of his office, would have

1 6 97

.

crowned the new king, but Charles,

fiercely taking the crown from

the
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the prelate, placed it himfelf upon his own head;

thus giving an early intimation of his charafter,

which alarmed thofe who were already aware of the

obilinacy which prevailed in it.

This Prince, to ufe an exprefTion of one of his

liiftorians, appears to have eftimated the ftrength

of his kingdonn by it's figure upon the map. With

the qualities of a brave foldier, and an able gene-

ral, pofterity will never allow him the chara6ler of

a great Monarch, or a good King. If he deferves

the title of a hero, it can only be in the field of

Mars i
if he was a perfedt mailer of the art of

war, he knew not how to render his fubjeds happy.

All his vidories gained nothing but glory for him-

felf and his armies, without producing any advan^.

tage to his kingdom or fubjefts,

Inftead of profiting by the authority bellowed

by the nation upon his father, in order to increafe

the riches, and promote the welfare of his fubjedts,

he depopulated the country, ruined the commerce,

deflroyed the armies and fleets, and deranged the

finances to fuch a degree, that it was neceilary to

make an aflefiinent for the paltry fiim of 398,000

filver dollars, wanted for a new levy of troops,

with which Count Stenbock paffed into Pomera^

nia; and ?it his death tlie quantity of the famous

money of difirefs, myn leckeu, found in circulation,

amounted to the fum of 37 millions of filver

dollars.

At
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At this sera, when the ariftocratic party, under

the pretence of delivering the nation from flavery,

eftablifhed itlclf upon the ruins of the former def-

potifm, permit me to conclude my letter, by aflur-

ing you how much

I am, &:c. &c. &c.

LETTER XXIL

MY DEAR FRIEND,

1 HE Princefs Ulrica Eleo-

nora, youngeft filler of Charles XII. and wife of

Frederic, hereditary Prince of Hefle Caflel, was

received as Queen, upon condition of her renounc-

ing for herfelf and defcendants the claim to abfo-

lute authority, and figning an aft by which fhe re-

cognifed the right of election to be in the nation

aflembled. The fenators refumed their ancient title

of fenators of the realm j the fenate became more

powerful than ever, acknowleging only the fupc-

riority of the flates ; and the nobility regained all

their rights, y

Peace was fuccefiively concluded with England,

Denmark, the Eled:or of Brandenburg and Ruffia

;

and in 1720 the Queen yielded the crown to her

hufband, interfering no farther with the affairs of

government.



( n^ )

government. She died in 1741, loved and re-,

ipected by the whole nation.

Frederic I. having embraced the

Frederic I. Lutheran religion, aud figned the

J720. royal afTuranee, by which he bound

himfelf to govern under the reflric-

tions accepted by his wife, was elefted, and pro-

claimed King of- Sweden. The ftates, not con-

tented with the abolition of the fovereign power in

the diet of 1720, added feveral articles relating to

the new form of government, and granted new pri-

vileges to the nobility and clergy in the diet of

J 7 23. Of the articles enafted in 1720, the fol-

lowing were the moft eflential

:

" The fupreme power ought to refide for ever

*' in the affembly of ftates, compofed of the re-

** prefentatives of the four orders of citizens, the

" nobility, clergy, burgefies, and the immediate

** peafants of the crown.

" The ftates, whether convoked or aot, fhall

" aflemble every third year, to review the condud

>" of the fenate, colleges, and other departments

"* in the execution of the laws entrufted to them ;

'" and to adopt fuch mcafures as may be necefifary

?* for the welfare and glory of the realm.

^' The crown of Sweden fhall not be held by

^* any Prince under the age of twepty-one years

;

-" and the ftates (hall have the right of appointing

" tutors for the education of the Royal Family.

*' The
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'^ The legiflative power iliall be wholly in the

" ftates, whofe conlent fhall be neceflary to give

** validity to the decrees pafTed by the King and

'*" fenate, in the intervals between the meetings of

*^* the diets.

" The ftates referve to themfelves the right of

" making war, but, in cafe of invafion or domeftic

" commotions, the King in concert with the fe-

" nate, may take meafures for repelling force by

*^ force, without waiting for the meeting of the

"' ftates, which fliall, however, be convoked with-

** out delay.

*^ The King may coin money, but the ftandard

(hall be regulated by the ftates.

" The King fliall not upon any occafion leave

"' the kingdom, without the confent of the ftates.

" In cafe of a vacancy in the fenate, three can-

" didates, natives of Sweden, ftiall be nominated

" by the ftates, of whom his Majefty fhall accept

** one.

" During the iilnefs,. or abfence of the King,

the fenate ftiall fign all public a6ls.

" All the fuperior military oiEficers, from field-

" marlhals to colonels inclufively, fhall be ap-j

" pointed by the King.

" The ftates, aflembled in diet, fhall give re-

" drefs to all perlbns prejudiced by the regulations,.

" or decifions of the ftates,

•'^ The
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" The ancient privileges of the fenate Ihali be

" for ever inviolable, but no new privilege, relat-

" ing to any feparate order, can be valid without

** the confent of the wholes

" To thefe in 1723, were added the following

:

" The King, in concert with the fenate, may
•* convoke the ilate'^, before the expiration of the

" three years.

" Upon the death, abfence or illnefs of the

" King, the fenate in a body, may convoke the

*' ftates J which they may aifo do, when the wel-^

" fare of the country, or the liberty of the ftates

'•^ are in danger.

" If, in the above cafes, neither the King nor

" the fenate fhall convoke the ftates, within the

" time prefcribed, the ftates fliall declare every

" thing done in the interval, both at home and

" broad, null ; of which they lliall order notice

" to be given, by the governor of Stockholm, and

" the governors of the different provinces, that

" the ftates may aftemble of their own accord at

*< the proper time and place.

" When the throne is vacant, the ftates, whe-

" ther convoked or nor, Oiall aftemble at Stock-

" holm, thirty days after the death of the King,

" and ftiall proceed to a new election.

" The individuals, who compofe the ftates, ftiall

" bind themlelves by an oath not to propofe,

" agree to, or execute any thiiig that has a ten-

" dency
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" deriCy to change the form of governmenr : ind

*^^ whatever fhall be decreed by the ftates to the

" prejudice of the liberty and independence of

" the nation, fhall be null and invalid.

" The fenate and the King, fhall be refponfible

" for their condud in the intervals- between the

*' meetings of the diet.

*^ There fhall be a fecret committee for affairs

*' not proper to be fully difcufled ; and this fhall

" be compofed of the three firft orders, to the ex*

" clufion of the peafants; all matters referred from

" the whole body fl:iall be fettled here, and the

" members fliall be abfolutely prohibited from

" conferring with foreign minifters.

" The ftates fhall make the laws, but they fhall

" be figned by the King, and executed in his

" name. In default of the King, the fenate Ihall

^' fign, and caufe thein to be executed.

" Each order fhall have a vote in the regula-

" tion of affairs relating to the nation in general,

" and the plurality of the four votes fhall decide

*^ the queftion J but where the juft privileges of

" any fingle order are concerned, the matter muft

" be decided by an unanimous vote of all the

" orders."

By the regulations of this diet, the royal power

was reduced to a mere name ; the King being dif-

abled from levying troops, difpofing of the effects

of the crown, or appointing the ofHcers, who com-

pofe
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pofe his court. The orders of the burgeflfes and

peafants were equally opprefled by the nobility,

who ufurped the whole power, and converted the

government into an arbitrary ariftocracy. Thof

two votes poffelTed by the King in the fenate, and

the right of deciding when the voices were equal,

formed the royal fhare of the executive power,

which, upon the feparation of the diet, was faid to

be divided between the crown and the fenate. But

the authority thus transferred to the nobles foon

gave rife to two parties, which have fubfifted un-

interruptedly ever fincCj under different forms.

The policy of the cabinet of Verfailles, for a

long time directed to the corruption of the mem-
bers of thofe courts, whofe alTlftance was neceffary

to the completion of its projefts, exerted itfelf in

Sweden, upon every change of the miniftry, with

a view of obtaining the controul of the national

powers. The defedts of the new mode of govern-

ment increafed the opportunities, and the advan-

tages of corruption, and a confiderable party was

foon formed, devoted to the interefts of France,

and diflinguifhed from the reft of the nation by the

appellation of Hats. This party, pretending to

aim only at the recovery of fome domains formerly

belonging to Sweden, endeavoured to produce a

breach with the court of Ruflia, and a ftrid alli-

ance with that of France.

Oppofed
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. Oppofcd to it, under the denomination of CapSj

was the party who had contributed to the eftablirti-

ment of the new form of government. Their ob-

ject was the promotion of the peace and hap-

pinefs of the nation, and the meafure propofed by

them was a ftrid: alliance with Ruflia, without any

connection with France.

By a gradual extenfion of its influence, the

court of Verfailles obtained a decided majority, and

in the diet of ly^^j, which fat for the unufual time Z

of eleven months, thepacijfic meafures of the Caps

were entirely overcome^ and a rupture with RuiTia

refolved upon. The lofs of Finland, and of a fine

army was the confequence of the war, and the

Count de Lewenhaupt became the unhappy vidira

of a rafh and ill-contrived projeft. From the year

1726, when the influence of France firft began to

appear in the diet, it continued to extend itfelf

over all the powers of government. At length the

cabinet of Verfailles fliewed its enmity to the

court, and its power over the fliates, by adding to

the reftriftions of royal authority, the controui

of the perfonal property of the King.

Frederic I. died the 25th of March, 175 1, at

the age of feventy-fix years, and was fucceeded by

Adolphus Frederic.

To this Prince the eftatcs prefentcd, in ly $6y a

very extraordinary addrefs. It dated that, by the

13th article of the ordinance of 17 2j, the dates

R were
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were impowcrcd to inrpe<5t the jewels, aitcf- mote-^

ablcs belonging to the crown, as well as thofe of

the royal treafury ; that^ as an exercife of tkis

right,, they defired to examine the diamonds pre-

fented to the Queen upon her marriage; and,,

therefore, wifhed to know when it would be con-

venient to their Majefties, that a deputation fiiould

be appointed to compare them with the inventory.

The jewels in queftion were delivered to the

Queen, by Count Teflin, the Swedifh embaflador>

before his departure from Berlin, as a perfonal pre-

fent. She, therefore, refufed to permits an infpec-

tion of them, but declared that as foon as they

could be feparated from her own,, they fliould be

furrendered to the flares, fince, " after fuch an in-

*^ dignity, it was beneath her to keep them." A
levere reprimand followed this anfwer. The dates

complained to the King, that the Queen had Ihewn

contempt not only for them, but for the fenate

and great officers of the crown ; and, from her

capricious condufi:,^ appeared to have no confide-

ration of the dignity of their characters. " It

" flioukl be remembered," faid they, " that the-

" Queen came into this kingdom, as a companion

" to your Majefty, not to increafe the royal au-

*' thority." They then ftated feveral caufes of

complaint, and concluded by faying, " that the

" dates defired not any change of fentiments in

*^ the King concerning the Queeii,, but wifhed the

3
** Queen
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" Queen might change her difpofition towards the

" kingdom."

sThe King made a long apology for the condudl

of the Queen, and imputed the oflfcnfiVe expref-

fions to her ignorance of the national language

;

but as no infpeiflion of thefe jewels had been be-

fore demanded during the'ten years that they had

been in her pofiefllon, Ihc thought the meafure

implied a diftruft very injurious to her honour;

the more fo as the diamonds had been given to

her, and were, therefore, to be confidered as her

own.

But, notwithflanding all the proteftations of his

Majefty, the ftates perfilied, and the infpedlio.i

was made. A fecond rcmonftrance, very humbly

prefented to his Majefty, has the ironical expref*

fions, " The ftates befeech your Majefty to remain

** Mafter in the court, and King in the king-

" dom, and humbly pray that all further corrcf-

** pondence upon the fr.bjeft may ceafe."

But the humiliation of their M:ijeftics did not

end here. The King, believing that he had at

.leaft the right of appointing thofe immediately

about the perfons of himfclf and his children, had

chofen a fub-governor fcr the Prince Royal ; this

privilege the ftates would not permit him to ufe

;

they, therefore, declared the place ufelefs, and dif-

mifted the fub-governor, accompanying their refolu-

tion with an injurious and ironical letter to the King.

R 2 Not
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Not contented with this, they fent an order, in the

form of a moji humble requefiy for the difcharge of

Mr. Dalin, Governor to the Prince Royal, and

the appointment of the Senator Count de Scheffer

in his place. To this order the King objected,

alleging, that by the third article of the form of

government, the right of choofing a governor for

the Prince belonged to him ; but his arguments

and wifhes were equally ufelefs; the Count de

Scheffer took poflefllon of his new poll, and, foon

after, feveral other officers were named by the

ftates to be immediately about the perfon of the

Prince.

To complete this feries of infult, a fort of feal

was made, by order of the fenate, having upon it

an engraving of the royal fignature, inftead of

which it was intended to ferve, in order to give

validity to refolutions made witliout the knowledge,

or againft the confent of the King. Thus did the

Hats, at the inltigation of France, deprive the

cxown of its rights and conftitucional privileges,

under the fpecious affurance of giving liberty to a

nation, which, by thofe very means, they reduced

to flavery.

The lapfe, hovvever, of a few years, and an al-

teration of interefl:, that fountain of political prin*-

ciple, detached from the caufe of France her warm-

eft partifans, and arranged them on the fide of the

King. But the royal authority could only be re-

' 2 ftored
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Hored by vigorous mealiires and combined efforts',

foch as an injured King, and an opprelTed people

were entitled tooppofe to a nobility, t'grtified at

once by power and precaution.

A plan of a revolution in favour of the King

was communicated to Count Brahe and Baron

Horn ; and endeavours were ufed to gain the gar-

rilbn and feamen of Stockholm, who, as well as

the people, were known to be well difpofed. But

the confpiracy was difcovered at the moment when

it would have taken effed: j Count Brahe and Ba-

ron Horn, with feveral other perfons, were feized,;

and the moft cruel tortures were ufed to wring

from them a difcovery of their accomplices. Brahe

and Horn were beheaded.

The policy of the court of Verfailles, in oppofing

the aggrandifement of Ruflia, engaged Sweden to

conclude a treaty with the Turks, in the year

1740. Denmark was folicited to become a party

in this alliance, but was reftrained by the fear of a

rupture with Ruflia, and by a knowledge of the

advantages to be obtained from its afliftance. Ensr-

land, for political and commercial reafons, being

defirous of humbling the power of France in Swe-

den, made fecret remittances of money to the

King, who, under his own hand, had folicited

fuch afliftance. But the Frqich party having pre-

vented the reception of an Englilh minifter at

Stockholm, during the war with Ruflia, on pre-

R 3 tencc
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tence of the alliance between England and Priiflia,

all correfpondence between tht two courts had

ceafcd, and the negociation was caj-ried on by

means of the Eng]ifl:i EmbalTador at Copenhagen.

Since the turbulent diet of 1756, the Hats, by

the violence of their proceedings, loft the confi-

dence of the nation, and the credit of the Caps

was proportionably increajed. The failure of the

war with PrufTia, in which Sweden was involved

by the intrigues of the Hats, the want of money,

occafioned by the heavy and ufelefs expences of

the army, and the withholding of the fubfidies

promifed by France, at length, roiiled the nation

to a fenfe of its true interefts -, and the fum dif-

perfed among the Caps by Sir John Goodricke,

was not without its ufe in the diet of 1762.

At this period the arrears of fubfidies due frorn

France, amounted to ejeven millions of livres, and

the court of Vcrfaillcs, inftead of paying the debt^

propofed the conclufion of a new treaty for ten

years, by which Sweden 0iould engage to furniih

a fquadron of ten fhips of the line and frigates, re-

ceiving as a recompenfe from France the annuaj

lum of one million and a half of livres.

England, alarmed by a propofal which would

have thrown the greateft part of the maritime

power of Sweden into the hands of France, ufed

Inch exertions as occafioned it to be rejefced. No
.anlwer was returned to the demands nriade of the

arrears
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aiTears due from France ; and, during the difcon-

tents occafioned by this condu6t, Sir John Good-

iicke was received at Stockhohn as Envoy Extra/*

ordinary from the court of England. He arri-

ved in April, 1764. The fubverfion of a form

of government, firmly eftablifhed for more than

twenty-eight years, feemcd by no means an eafy

objeft of endeavour, and its fuccefs can be attri-

buted only to the failure of the fubfidies, the dif-

order of the finances, and the divifions of the

dates, which gave England an opportunity of over-

coming entirely the projects of France.

The critical ftate of the kingdom at this time

obliged the fenate to convoke an extraordinary diet

at the beginning of the year 1765. The minifters

of England and Ruflia laboured lb ftrenuoufly for

the interefts of their courts, tliat, notwithftanding

the intrigues, of France, and the money which

fhe again expended, the Caps were found at the

diet to compofe the greater parr of the ftates. Af-

ter fome debate it was decided ; That the alliance

with France had been highly detrimental to Swe-

den, having burthened it with heavy expences, to

the amount of three times the money agreed upon

as a recompenfe, of which money the payment was

denied, and the fum total reduced by chicanery

from 1 1 to 7 millions.

While this, and fome other refolutions were

pafled in the ftates, the Emba0ador of France en-

R 4 g'-^ged
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ciao-ed the Queen in a treaty, by which tlie fove-

reio^nty was guaranteed to the King upon the con-

dition of a renewed alliance between the nations.

Of this fecret information was given to the mi-

nifters of England, Ruflla, and Pruffia, who, thus

abandoned by the court, were obliged to change

their ground, and endeavour to obtain an influence

inthefenate. On the other fide, France, to fup-

prefs the complaints of the nation on the fubjeft of

arrears, propofed to pay twelve millions in eight

years ; and the fenate thought it prudent to accept

the offer. The Hats, by uniting with" the court,

gained a confiderable majority in the order of no-

bles, which the minifters of England and RufTia

endeavoured to counteradl, by attaching to their

intereft the three other orders of the ftate, and the

fecret committecj in which the Caps had the fupe-

riority. By the powder of this committee, feveral

fenators under the influence of France were dif-

miflfed for abufing the confidence of the ftates, and

the appointment of a minifl:er to the court of Ver-

failles was prevented. Soon after the ftates abo-

lifhed the fecret committee, and re-eftablifhed the

fenators ; a meafure which was the next day de-

clared void by the clergy and two inferior orders.

During thefe fluftuations of oppofite interefts,

the Caps prevailed fo far that a treaty with Eng-

land was figned in February, 1766, by which the

fubjcfts of each power were admitted to all the ad-

vaiitages
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vantages of the moft favoured nation in the king-

doms, ports and havens of the other. But, after

the difmiifion of the fenators, the court no longer

concealed its enmity to this party, on its connec-

tion with France ; and the Hats, having enume-

rated at length, the diforders occafioned by tht

new adminiftration, declared that nothing but the

eftablifhment, and interpofition of the Royal Au-

thority could fave Sweden from becoming a pro-

vince to Ruflia.

The efFed: of thefe endeavours was a confpiracy

in favour of the court, which was loon difcovered,

and defeated by the precipitate condu(5l of the

party. On this occafion the Caps adopted the

form of trial followed in 17565 but they ufed it

with more moderation. Hofman, the chief, with

tv/o of his accomplices, were beheaded j and the

Hats, forgetting their own condudl fome years be-

fore, called the court, by which he was condemned,

a tribunal of inquijition.

The Caps, whofe intention it was, at the begin-

ning of the diet, to extend the Royal Authority,

now perceived that the fuppreflion of it was the

only meafure by which they could refcue Sweden

from the machinations of France. Hitherto, upon

a vacancy in the fenate, the King had been al-

lowed to feledt one from three candidates nomi-

nated by the ftates -, but by a law pafled at the in-

{ligation
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ftigation of the Caps, this right was aboliflied,

ind the ftates were allowed to prefent one candi-

date three feveral times, whom, after as many re-

jedions, they might conftitute a fenator of their

own authority. The Baron Debel, being thus pre-

fented, and rejefled, was placed in the fenate by

the ftates ; but the King refufed to fign the patent

of appointm.ent, and the Queen would not permit

the ufual ceremony of kifling her hand. This re-

folute meafure vias fucceeded by another, which

ihewed the King to be confident of proper fupport.

He rejcded three perfons prefented to him for the

office of fecretary of ftate, and, of his own autho-

rity, appointed a fourth, in diredt oppofition to the

cxifting form of government.

The influence of France would at this time have

yielded eafily to the offer of a fubfidy from Eng-

land orRuIfia; but the minifters of thofe courts

relied upon their majority in the fenate, and upon

the exertions of the fecret committee. The mar-

riage of the Prince Royal with the Princefs of

Denmark, a meafure accomplifhed under the au-

spices of the Caps, marked the conclufion of the

diet, which was fcarcely diflblved before the fenate

and adminiftration were ftrenuoufly prefTed to con-

voke another. At this jundure France offered to

pay four millions and a half for a renewal of the

treaty of 1738, and, by her emiifarics, endea-

voured
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voured to make it underftood, that the acceptance

of this fubfidy would render the taxes lately im*

pofed unneceflary.

In the mean time the treaty with England pro-

ceeded (lowly. The minifter refuied to liflen to

any propofals for money, and the Caps, defirous

of offering the nation Ibme recompenfe for the

fubfidies tendered by France, demanded the lum

of 50,0001,

At length the court party, perceiving the failure

of all their fchemes for the convocation of an ex-

traordinary diet, engaged the King to feign an in-

tention of abdicating the throne. The Prince

Royal, in a journey through the provinces, gained

the affection of the people, and induced the gover-

nors, merchants, &c. to prefent addrefles, com-

plaining of the diforders in the interior govern-

ment, commerce, &c. by which the convocation

of the ftates was rendered necelf^ry. The death

of Count Lowenhielm, the fworn enemy of France,

and the breaking out of the war between RufTi?

and the Porte, favoured the views of the Hats j

while the King was encouraged by frequent pro-

mifes to enter upon the fcheme of feigned abdica-

tion. After refufing, therefore, to fign an adt pre^

fented to him by the fenate, he wrote a letter*,

demanding the convocation of an extraordinary

diet, as the only means of remedying the diforcjers

* Twelfth of December, 1768.

complained
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Complained of by his fijbje6ls. The following

words cxpreffcd his intention of abdicating.

" If, contrary to all expedlation, the fenate

** lliould rejedr this propofal, I Ihali be obliged to

** renounce the burden of a governments ren-

" dered infupportable by the wretched ftate of the

!.*ii kingdom, and the groans of an unhappy people

f taxed beyond their power. When my faithful

" counfellors fhall have aflembled the States, the

f' reafons which induce me to refign fhali be com-

^* municated to them j in the mean time I abfo-

-*^.lutely forbid theufe of my name in any refolu--

** tions of the fenate.

Signed, " Adolphus Frederic."

The anfwer to this letter, which was required in

eight-and-forty hours, was not returned in five

days. At length the King went in perfon to the

fenate, and was requefted to allow them further

time; they were defirous of examining all the

reafons for and againft the convocation of a diet,

but, with refpe6t to the abdication, they exprefled

their hopes that his Majefty would defift from a

refolution fo contrary to the laws and to his own

promifes. To this the King replied that, the an-

fwer was only to be confidered as a refufal, and he

fliould, therefore, interfere no farther with the go^

vernment.

' Immediately afterwards, the Prince Royal went

in great flate to the chancery, to demand, in the

h . King*s
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King's name, the ftamp of his fignatiire. From

the chancery, where his reqiiell was refufed, hfe

went to the other colleges, declaring at each that

his father had abdicated, and delivering to all the

members a printed copy of the reafons for his

Majefty's condiifb.

Four deputies, who arrived from the fenate,

found the king to all appearance inflexible j a mode

of condu(5b which he prefcrved, till a fecond de-

putation, confenting to his meafures, induced him

to refume the powers of government.

The diet was convoked for the 28th of April,

and all the meafures of England and Ruflla were

deranged, the fenate not daring to negotiate the

treaty, without the participation of the States.

Thus the intrigues and the bribes of France again

began to acquire the afcendancy, and the King,

returning to the fenate, teftified his approbation of

their condu6t, protefted the innocence of his views,

and declared the welfare of the nation to be his

only objedt.

The daring condu6l of the Hats upon this oc-

cafion proved their reliance upon the fupport and

influence of France in the enfuing diet. The
Embafl!ador of this power at Conftantinople, had

promifed the Porte to aflifl them by making a di-

verfion in their favour, and every endeavour was

therefore ufed to provoke a war between Sweden

and Ruflia, and to detach Denmark from Ruflia

and
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And England. Annongft other meafures, a repoft

was circulated that the miniftfy of France would

foon have at their difpofal the fum of twelve mil-

lions, of which ten were already depofited in four

different houfes at Amfterdam, to be employed in

prefents, fubfidies, &c. A confiderable fubfcrip-'

tion was alfo raifed amongft fome Swedilh merchants

in favour of the French party^

By thefc aftive meafures, and the large fums of

money diftributed by the French minifter, the

Hats obtained a confiderable advantage over their

competitors in the eledlion intrigues, notwith-

Handing the endeavours of RufTia, England, and

Denmark. General Ferfen, eletfted marfhal of the

diet, and all the members of the fecret committee,

were devoted to this power. Happily, however,

for the Caps, their antagonifts were divided into

two parties. Of thefe one, called the Court or

Royal party, aimed at rendering the King abfolute,

and the other, called the Old Hats, had no other

obje6b than to fuppLint their antagonifts, without

effe<Sting any change in the conftitution.

The difpofition of the fecret committee foon

appeared. Their firft ad was the difmiflion of all

the fcnators, who had been appointed under the in-

fluence of RulTia or England. Yet all that could

be obtained from this diet by the French minifter,

who had expended fo much money to obtain its ap-

pointment and favour, was a declaration, '' That

« the
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^ the Engllfli aimed only at tlie empire of the

" fea and the extenfion of their commerce, which

" they were defirous of acquiring at the expence

** of other nations; that Sweden, therefore^ could

" not confider them as her friends j that, though

" it was the intereft of Sweden to be upon good
** terms with the neighbouring powers, fhe could

** by no means enter into an alliance with either of

** them ; but that Ihe recognized France and the

** Forte as her natural allies, together with Spain

*' and Auftria, as the friends of France/* The

plan of giving to the King and the fenate the

power of contradting alliances, and declaring war

between the diets, was fuccefsfully refifted by

Colonel Fecklin, a man of great ability and in-

tegrity, at the head of the party called the Old
Hats. If it had fucceeded, all the military forces of

Swedew would have fallen into the hands of France^

who would have immediately employed them in a

war with Ruflla.

Thus' failed a fcheme, by which France hoped

to overturn the conftitution of Sweden, and excite

a war in the north. The expenfive method of

employing the States themfelves to effedt this pur-

pofe was proved to be ufdcfs,, yet no more pro-

bable means of fucccl's remained. The hardy and

courageous chara<5ler of the people, which ren-

dered a revolution by furprife not impojTible, was

contrafted and counteraded by the (oft and pacific

dif-
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difpofition of the King, who could never be

brought into any meafure, by which the fafety or

interefl of his family might be endangered. With

all the virtues that fit a man for fopiety, and con-

ftitute the happinefs of private life, Adolphus

Frederic was deftitute of the ambition necefiary

to the formation and accompliflimentof great en-

terprifcs. Even the fcheme of a feigned abdica-

tion excited his fears ; and nothing lefs than the

moft pofitive affurances of fuccefs could have in-

duced him to undertake it. His love of tranquillity

increafed with his years, and France abandoned

the hope of accomplilhing a revolution by force

during the life of the King. In the mean while a

journey undertaken by the Prince Royal into

France, at the exprefs requeft of the Duke de

Choifeul, revived the hopes of the Court party,

who doubted not that it would produce fome effi-

cacious meafures for the eftablllhment of the Royal

authority.

Such was the fituation of

GusTAVus III. Sweden, when the death of the

177 1. King entirely changed the face of

affairs. The Prince Royal, who

was at Paris, thus adding the title of King to the

energy of his talents for negoriacion, obtained a

lubfidy of a million and a half of Yivresper amium,

befides the promife of money for the fupport of his

party in the approaching diet.

The
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' The States, which, according to the laft form

of government, lliould have aflembled within thirty

days after the death of the King, on account of

the abfence of his fuccelTor, were not convoked

by the fenate till the following June. The new

King wrote a very gracious letter to the fenate, and

arrived at Stockholm in May.

Having thus given you a fketch of the hiftofy

of Sweden to the commencement of the prefent

feign, permit me to conclude this letter, and to

alTure you how much
' I SLiTii &c. &c*

LETTER XXIII.

MV DEAR FRIEND,

GuSTAVUS III. was

proclaimed King of Sweden at the age of 25

years. His character, as drawn by Sheridan, who

had opportunities of examining it, forms a happy

union of talents and virtues, matured by educa-

tion, and direded to the difficult purpofe of ac-

quiring the arts and the powers of government*

Thofe who faw him only in public were captivated

by the force of his eloquence and the charms of

his addrefs, while the ftrength of his judgment

and the extent of his knowledge confirmed the

S af-
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alFedlons, and raifed the admiration of ti\s mXi"

mates. The ready congratulations of the people

at Stockholm gave him an opportunity of extend-

ing his popularity, by the affability of his manner

and the ardour of his profefllons. To extirpate

corruption, to create unanimity, and to reign, in-

obedience to the diet, without being of any other

party than that of the nation, he deckr^d were

the conilant objects of his hope.

Thus recommended by his own qualities, and

aflifted by the influence of an' embaflador, now

firfl: appointed by the court of France *, Guftavus

III. met the diet, and found the three inferior or-

ders attached to the Hats,, who were alio mafters

of the fecret committee. The fmall party of his

perfonal friends urged him to follow the fecret

dictates of his own ambition^ a^id promifed to rifk

their lives in whatever he Ihould undertake. The

murmurs of the people excited his hopes j but their

indignation was- fcarcely fufficient to enfure any

a6live.. exertions in his favour. His uncertaini

knowledge of the difpofition either of the nation or

the army, and the incomplete" ilate even of his

plans, fhewed the danger of hafty meafures, while

delay was rendered almoft equally hazardous, by»

the exgeflive power of England and of Ruflia.

*Mr. de Vergennes. France, had hitherto employed only a mW
rftfter of the fecond order,.

The
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The King faw the delicacy of his fituatlon ; and the

conduct, which he adopted, proved his prudence

and penetration to be at Icaft equal to his dif-

ficulties.

A feries of obftacles, by which he very dex-

teroufly interrupted the refolutions of the States,

reduced the diet to a ftate of inaftivity, or of ufelefs

exertion j while his friends increafed the difagree-

ment between the nobility and three orders of the

ftate. The two principal fubjefts of debate in the

diet were the regulation of the royal afTurance,

and the difmiflion of the fenate. With refpcdl to

the firft, the nobility ahned at preferving that figned

by the late King, in 175 1, and the three inferior

orders wilhed to include the mention of the new

laws pafled fince that period.

According to the conftitution, every meafure

adopted by three orders out of the four, obtained

the validity of law ; but the nobility eluded this

ordinance, by proving that feveral articles, now

propofed to be added to the royal afTurance, related

to their privileges, and, therefore, required an unani-

mous confent. The King, in refufing to fign any

afllirancewithcut the concurrence of the nobles, pro-

traded the regulation of affairs, and gained time for

the completion of his plans. Thele and fome other

difHcuities fufpended all the operations of the diet

for eight months, at the end of which, the affair

of the royal afTurance was fettled by the mo-

S 2 deration
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deration of fome chiefs of the Hats, arid the

King figned it, profefling his defire of uniting ail

•parties, and pronnioting the welfare of the king-'

donn. In the mean time, the delay had been fuf-

ficicnt to expofe the defefts of the government,

and the influence of foreign powers ; while th-e

wifdoan, difintereftednefs, and patriotifm of the

King, feemed exerted in continual offers of media-

tion, and endeavours to terminate all the difputes

in the diet. His Majefty, had alfo made ufe of

this delay to take fome fecret meafures preparatory

to the blow that was meditated, and his party had,

employed themfelves in different parts of the king-

dom in fermenting the difcontents of the people,

exciting their diflike to the conftitution, and en-

gaging them to revolt.

The affair ofthe royal affurance being concluded,

another month was fpent in deliberating upon thedif-

mllTion of the fenate. A charge brought by the fecret

committee, accufing the fenators of having abufed

the conftdcnce of the ftates, induced the three in-

ferior orders to relblve upon the depolltion of the

whole body ; and means were found to gain the

confent of the nobles. A meafure thus violent

was accomplillied entirely by the intrigues of the

Caps, who very unwifely drove the Hats to def-

pair, at a time when it was known that fome change

in the conftitution was meditated. This abfurd

conduft of a party, elevated by fuccefs, inflamed

,
' by
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% animoffity, and inftigated by the defire of making -

themfelves nnafters of the honours and emoluments

of the flate, contributed to the overthrow of the

conftitution, and to the ruin of thofe by whom it

was adopted.

Soon after this, a great number of the Hats
fecretly devjoted themfelves to the King, and thofe>

who in public gave the greateft oppofition to the

re-eilablifhment of the royal authority, withdrew

to their eftates in the country. Amongft the lat-

ter, was General Count de Ferfen, one of the

ableft of his party, who, though a zealous par-

tizan of France, had always fliewn himfelf at-

tached to the prefent conftitution. He held the

office of colonel of the Guards, and his abfence

was one of the moft favourable circumftances for

the Kino;.

After the depofition of the fenate, it was pro-

pofed to eftablifh another j and the King employed

the powers given him by the law to protract the

nomination to a great length j thus prolonging the

fitting of the diet, and fufpending its operations.

A corps of 150 officers, commanded by Lieutenant

Colonel Sprengporten, and afiembied under the

pretence of being exercifed, were gained by the

endeavours of the King, and teftified the molt

zealous attachment to his caufe.

In the mean time a fcarcity of corn was la-

Ciented throughout the kingdom^ and the court

S 3 party
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party endcavoijred to impute it to the prohibi^on

efiacted by the. States againff the importation of

foreign corn, and the little caiT taken to iiapply

the people. The accufation, though ill-founded,

v/as rendered plaufible by the artifices .of the pro-

-vnncial governors, who were induced by the Court

party to withhold the corn lent to thenn . for dif-

tpibution.

,'By thefe means, the nation, which. was before

prepared for a change, was at Length led to defire

one. The emiiTaries of the Count, perceiving

and encouraging the difpofition of the people, in-

vited them to repair to Stockholm, and explain

their grievances at the foot of the throne. The

intentions of the royal party, which had hitherto

operated only in fecrer, now began to appear

without difguife. The Caps, alarmed by the li-

bels difpej-fed through all the public places of the

capital, wifned for the afiiftiance of the fecret

committee ^ but the Marfhal of the diet, entirely

devoted to the King, refufed to convoke it, and

very much retarded a meafure necefTary to be

executed with the greateft difpatch. At length

the committee afTembled, and iffued orders to the

regiments of Upland and Sudermania, to hold

themfelves in rtaciinefs for marching. Colonel

Sprengporten^ of whom' the Caps had fufpicions,

was immediately fent into Finland, under pretence

pr preven^ting a rebellion, and General Rudbeck,

a man
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a man implicitly entrufted by the new fenate,

was difpatched to Scania, Gothenburg, and Carl-

fcroon. The fafety of the capital, during theab-

fence of the governor, was committed to the care

of General Pecklin.

Thefe precautions, which alarmed the royal

party, had little efFed upon the King, who relied

upon the garrifon of Stockholm, and believed

that he had nothing to fear for his own perfon.

In order, however, to obtain the favour of the

provincial regiments, the King's brothers made

feveral journeys into Scania, and Oftrogothia,

where they gained a large part of the troops. A
pretence for afiembling them, and for juflifying

the officers in their obedience to the royal dukes

was flill wanting. On this account the following

fcheme was adopted. Upon a day appointed, the

Commandant of Chriftianftadt, named Hellicius,

publifhed a manifefto againft the States, in which

he fet forth the miferies of the people, the dearnefs

of all the necelTaries of life,, the increafe of taxes,

^c. attributing the whole to foreign influence, and

the corruption which prevailed in the diet. When
the manifefto appeared to have taken efle6t, lie

excited the garrifon to revolt^ fhut the gates of the

caflle, and put it in a ftate of defence. Of this he

immediately gave fecret advice to Prince Charles,

who, under pretence of quelling the revolt, en-

gaged the officers in the neighbourhood to af-

S 4 femble
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ramble their troops, and put themfelves under his

orders ; thus obtaining the conamand of five re-

giments.

The troops being entirely ignorant of Vv'hat was

pairing at Stockholm, it was not difficult to per-^

fuade them that endeavours were ufed to fubvert

the conftitution, abolifh the monaj-chy, and efta-,

blifh an ariftocratical government upder the pror

tedion of RuiTia, to which country the Swedes

fjaye an hereditary ayerfion.

At this time General Rudbeck, in the courfe

of his tour;, arrived at Chriftianftadt, and, finding

the gates fhut, immediately flew with the intelliT.

gence to the States, who fent orders to the regi-

pnents pf Upland and Sudcrmania to march to-

wards the capital. Two regimepts of cavalry were

fent to inyeft Chriftianftadt, the flreets of Stock-

holm were patroled by the cavalry of the burgelTes,

and the Icnate requefted his Majcfty to remain in

the city, and to fend orders to his brothers to re-

turn without delay. The King, with much afi^efted

furprife at the news of the revolt, appeared to ap-

prove the meafures taken by the fenate for the fup-

prtfTiD . of the rebellion and the defence of the

Statics j of which diflimulation, as it was under-

ftood only by the five or fix perfons who were in

the fecret, the whole kingdom was very eafily ren-.

dered the dupe. He accompanied the cavalry of

the burgc fifes in their patrols, profefilng that he

was
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was hjmrelf defirous of watching over the fafety of

the capital, but having really no other view than,

that of gaining the burgeffes, in which he fiic-

ceeded fo well, that at the decifive moment they

declared for him.

Two days afterwards, a letter from Prince

Charles informed the King of the revolt, and of

tjie rnethods ufed to fupprefs it. Pie immediately

fent this letter to the fenate, with the alTurance,

that the troops raifed Ihould be employed only in-

the redu6tion of Chriftianftadt, and feconding the

requeft of his brother to be continued in the com*

mand by their authority. Without any attention tq

this requeft, the fenate appointed one of their mem-.

bers to the command, thus marking a decifive mor

ment at which the affairs of the King would admit

gf rjo delay.

Whilft hjs emiffaries were employed on all fides

in gainipg the foldiers in the garrifon, the King af-

fembled the officers, whom he knew to be devoted to

him, and proceeded with them through the public

ftreets, fpeaking indilcriminately to all the citizens.

The ferrate, when informed of the diflurbance,

which began to appear op all fjdes, either relii;d

upon the precautions already taken, and diibe-

lieved that any attempt v/ould be made againll

thems or were intimidated by the popularity of

the King, and thought any proceedings that could

be ufed to oppofe him, would rather accelerate

than
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«han prevent & revolution. It was relblved, there-

fore, to wait the arrival of the regiments, which

were now within one day's march of the capital;

and the fame reafon, v/hich induced the fenate to

delay their operations, prefied the King to the cx-

lecution of his plan.

On the morning of the 19th of Auguft-,

J772. three days after the arrival of General

Rudbeck, the King refolved to perifli, or

to regain the power lb long abufed by the ftates»

At ten o'clock he was on horfeback, and, fur-

rounded by a great nunrrber of officers perfonally

devoted to him, began by vifiting the park of ar-

tillery. There he called for Lieutenant-General

Count de Heffenftein, and demanded that he fhould

take an oath ; to which the General replied, that,

having already taken one oath to his Majefty, it

was unnecefiary for him to take a fecond, He then

Jaid his fword ?it the feet of the King, and, fur-*

rendering hjmfelf a prilbner, was confined in th^

library of the caftle.

His Majc-fty redoubled his politenefs and fami-

liarity to all thofe whom he met in the ftreets, and,

upon his return to the caftle, finding the guards

drawn out to be relieved, he addrefled them, with

all the eloquence [o natural to him, informing

them that his life was in danger, and lament-

ing the wretched fbate of the kingdom, the flavery

In which the nation was held by the influence of

foreign
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foreign gold, the dilTenfion in the ftates, the pro-

longation of the diet for fourteen months and the

niifery of the people. He alTured them that he

had no other wifli than to remedy thefe evils, to

banifli corruption, re-eftablifli the liberties of Swe-

<kn, and revive the luftre of the Swedifli name.

After renouncing in the moft pofitiye terms all

claims to abfolute power, he concluded v/ith thefe

words :
" I am obliged to defend my own liberty,

" and that of my kingdom againft an ariftocracy,

" which reigns defpotically. Will you be faith-

" ful to me, as your anceftors were to Guftavus

*•' Vafa, and to Gullavus Adolphus ? If you will,

^ I am ready to rilk my life for your welfare, and

'^ that of my country," The officers, who were

chiefly young men, and already attached to the King,

readily took the oath of fidelity, and promifed to

follow him wherever he fliould lead. Three only

refiifed. One, named Cederftroom, a captain of

the guards, alleged, that having already taken the

oath of fidelity to the ftates, he could not take that

now tendered to him by his Majefty. The King,

looking fledfaftly upon him, faid, '' Confidcr what

** you are doing." To which Cederftroom replied,

^* I have well thought of it, and my opinion to^

*^ morrow will be the fame as to-day. If I could

" break the oath already taken to the flates, I

*5. might alfo break that M^hich I fhould take to

^* your Majefty." The King then demanded his

fword.
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fword, and dreading the impreiTion which fuch re-

folate condud: might have upon the reft of the

officers, he told him in a nior.e gentle manner that,

as an inftance of confidence and good opinion, he

would return his fword upon no other condition

than that of being accompanied by him. But Ce-

derftroom, ftill preferving his firmnefs, anfwered,

*' .that as his Majeily could not truft him on that

" day, he begged to be e?ccufed from all further

" fervice/'

The King, followed by all the officers, was de-

firous of addreffing the foldiers, who appeared ir-'

refolute and unquiet. He was furprized, flopped,

and appeared to hefitate. This moment was cri-

tical. A fergeant decided it in his favour, by ex-

claiming, " All Ihall be well—Long live Gufta-

*' vus !" The King imnnediately anfwered, "In:

" this cafe I will run the rifquej" and, afterwards,

advancing, he fpoke to them nearly in the fame

manner as to the officers, and with the fame fuccefs.

The foldiers anfwered with acclamations. One

voice only cried, " No :"
it was heard, but not

attended to.

The officers immediately afifembled, by order of

his Majefty, the regiments of guards and artillery.

In the mean time the royal party circulated a re-

port of liis being arretted, and the populace run in

crowds to the caftle, teftifying their joy at feeing

him free, by frequent acclam^itions.

The
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The Tenators, aflembled in the council-chamber,

hearing the nolle and feeing from the windows

what was pafiing, defcended to difcover the caufe.

Thirty-fix grenadiers, with bayonets fixed, drove

them back into the hall from which they came,

and locked them in it. From thence they were

conduded into different apartments, and coiifined

for three days, to prevent their appearance at the

new affembly of the States. During this time they

were allowed to provide themfelves with all ne-

celTaries, and the King lent to their families, pro-

mifing that they Ihould receive no injury, and be

difmilTed after a detention of a few days.

He then re-mounted, and followed by all the

ofHcers, fvvord in hand, with a detachment of fol-

diers, and a great number of people, went to the

different quarters at which parties of the garrifoa

were ftationed, and adminillered the oath of fi-

delity. At each place he repeated his declaration,

that he had no other view than to fave and defend

his country ; and that, if they had not confidence

in him, he would defifl from his enterprize, and

relinquilh the crown.

In the fpace of an hour, the King became

matter of all the mihtary in Stockholm. He dif-

tributed cartridges to the foldiers ^ placed cannon

at all the avenues, bridges, &c. and forbad the de-

parture of any perfon from the city without a

pafsport figned by his hand. la the mean time

he
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lie ciiftributed a manifefto, exhorting the burgefies

and the inhabitants to continue in peace, and dif-

patched an officer to the regiments of Upland and

Siidermania, then at a fmall dillance from Stock-

holm,- with orders for the regiments to return to

their quarters, and for the commandant to repair

to the capital. The orders were obeyed without

the leaft difficulty, being figned in the ufual form,

and with the Gounter-fignature of the fecretary of

ftate ; but, though thefe regiments, upon which

the States relied fo much, were at that time igno-

rant of what had been done in the city, no perfon

having been fuffered to leave it, they were no

fooner informed of the revolution than they defired

to take the oath of fidelity to the King.

The King continued vifiting the different quar-

ters of the city, his fuite increafing every moment,

and the white handkerchief, the mark of diftinftion

appointed by the King for his friends, appearing

upon every arm. He received the oaths of the

magiftrates and colleges, and paffed the night ii^

patroling the flrcets of the city, while the garri-

fon remained under arms. Being, afterwards, de-

firous of adminillering the oath to all people

in a body, a meafure by no means ufelefs, when

we confider the religious charafler of the nation,

many thoufands- of perfons were aflembled two

days after the revolution in a large fquare. The
King appeared on horfeback, v/ith his fword in his

hand.
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liand. He addreffed them in a very pathetic

fpeech, and with a pronunciation fo clear and

diftindl, that not a fyllable was loft. After de-

claring tliat it was his intention to reftore the tran-

quillity and liberty of his country, by abolifhing

an ariftocradcal government, and to revive the an-

cient laws, fuch as they were before the year 1680,

" I renounce," faid he, " all claims to abfolute

" power or fovereignty, confidering it as my prin-

" cipal glory to be the firil citizen of a people

" really free," At thefe words he was inteiTupted

by loud acclamations. His artful adoption of the

title of Citizen ; the fine word Liberty, fo flat-

tering to an oppreffed people, and his renunciation

of the fovereignty, pronounced in the language of

the country, which no King of Sweden had fpoke

fince Charles XII. drew tears of joy from the af-

fembled multitude.

In the mean time the heralds, by proclamation

in the feveral quarters of the city, fummoned an

aflfembly of the States for the enfuing morning,

and declared all members traitors to their country,,

who fhould not appear.

Thither his Majefty repaired in all the pomp of

royalty, furrounded by his guards, and holding in

his hand the filver fcepter of Guftavus Adolphus.

In a very forcible fpeech, he lamented the unhappy

itate to which the country was reduced by the

conduct of a party ready to facriiice every thing to

its
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its ambition, and reproached the States with adapt-*

ing their aftions to the views ftf foreign courts,-

from which they received the wages of perfidy.

*' If any one dare contradidt this, let him rife and

" fpeak."— Convicftion, or fear, kept the airembl]f

filent, and the fecretary read the new form of go-

vernmenr, which the King fubmitted to the ap-

probation of the States. It confiiled of fifty-feveni

articles, of which the following five were the chief.

1. The King has the entire power of convoking

and diffolving the aflembly of the States, as often

as he thinks proper.

2. His Majefty alone has the command of thd

army, fleet, and finances, and the difpofal of all

offices, civil and military.

3. In cafe of an invafion, or of any prelTing

neceffity, the King may impofe taxes, without

waiting for the alTembly of the States*

4. The diet can deliberate upon no other fub-

jt3.s than thofe propofed by the King.

5. The King Hiall not carry on an offenfive war

without the conlent of the States.

When all the articles were gone through, the

King demanded if the States approved of them, and

was anfwered by a general acclamation. The Caps,

who, but a few days before, had given law to the

kingdom, and even talked ofarrefting the King, upon

this occafion behaved with a fubmifTion as bafe as

their former haughtinefs. Themarflialofthedietj and

3 the
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the fpcakers of the four orders figned the new '

form of government, after which the States took

an oath dictated by his Majefty. He then dif-

miffed all the fenators from tlieir employments,

adding, that in a few days he would appoint others ;

and concluded this extraordinary fccne by drawing

out of his pocket a fmall book of pfalms, from

which, after taking off the crown, he gave out Te

Deum. All the members very devoutly added

their voices to his, and tl^ hall relbunded with

thankfgivings, which it is to be feared never rofe

to heaven, if fincerity was neceflliry to their pafT-

port.

The next day, all thofe v/ho had been arrefted.

General Pecklin alone excepted, took the oath of

fidelity, and were difmiffed. He was releafed in

the month of February of the following year, and,

fooh after, defired to refign the comm.and of his

regiment. . The revolution, which brought re-

ward to many, occafioned punifliment to none.

Several of the Caps were admitted to offices of

profit and confidence, and the members of the

new fenate were feleded by the King from all par-

ties.

Captain Hellicius, who produced the concerted

revolt at Chrillianftadt, received, with the rank of

Colonel, the furname of Gujiaffs Schildty or Shield

of Guftavus, and was ennobled, wi^ih permiffion to

T carry
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carry a fhield in his coat of arms, having, in the

center, the letter G.

Colonel de Sprengporten was created comman-

der of the order of the Sword, at the head of

three regiments of infantry, and one of dragoons,

with which he arrived from Finland a few days after

the revolution, having been detained at fea by con-

trary winds. When the King heard of his arrival,

he went to meet him, and prefenting him with the

enfign of the order, " Receive, Sir," faid he, " a

" teftimony of that gratitude which you have lb

*' well deferved.*'—A few days afterwards the King

appointed him Lieutenant General, and Chief of

the guards.

In a proclamation, publifhed for the purpofe of

abolifhing the names by which the feveral parties

had been hitherto diftinguifhed, the King ex-

prefled his wiihes, that for the future there fhould

be no other party than that of true patriotifm,

every member of which Ihould contribute, by his

efforts, to the welfare of his country.

On Sunday, the 2jd of Auguft, the whole

Royal family afTifted at the Tinging of Te Deum
in the Cathedral. For the firft time, the prayer

for the States and fenate was omitted, no perfons

being mentioned, but the King and Royal Family.

Prince Charles, Prince Frederic, and feveral

general officers, received the oath of fidelity from

the
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the troops, and colleges of the provInceSj in the

King's name, and in a few days the new conftitu-

tion was univerfally acknowledged throughout the

kingdom.

The States j foon after their ratification of the new

form ofgovernmentj alTembled to vote an addrefs of

thanks to his Majefty, exprefllng their gratitude to

him, for having delivered the kingdom, at the rifk

of his life, from the ftate of anarchy and Confu-

lion, in which he found it, 'in memory of which

event, the order of nobles refolved to have a

medal ftruck, and the three other orders defired

to contribute to the expence of it.

On the ninth of September, the King an-

nounced the feparacion of the diet, and appointed

the year 1778 for the meeting of the new one.

The fuccefs of this revolution, now completely

accompliflied, was notified by the King to the fe-

veral courts. Upon the dilTolution of the diet, he

applied himfelf to the eftablifliment of an admi-

niftration, and to the feparation of the different

departments, fo as to render each refponfible di-

re6tly to himfelf. The diftribution of juftice par-

ticularly occupied his attention ; and, amongft

other feafonable matters of reform, was the entire

abolition of the ufe of torture. Liljenftrate, the

Chancellor of Juftice, was directed to enquire into,

and eorred the frequent abufes in the provincial

T 2 courts.
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courts, and all prevarication and delay was revere!)

puniflied, without exception of perfons.

A conrimiflion was appointed to regulate the

public income and expenditure, and meafures

were taken for the realization of the enormous

quantity of paper money. In remedy of the dil^

trcfles occalioncd by the prefent famine, corn was

diftributed in all the provinces, the free importa-

tion of it was permitted, and the diftillation of

brandy prohibited.

Engineers were fent to examine the fortrefies, and

frontier towns in Sweden and Finland, the King-

making his greateft exertions in the military de-

partment, in order to proted himfelf againft the

anti-jroyalift party, which ftill exifted, and againft

the power of the court of Ruflia, which had gua-

ranteed the ancient conftitution in 1721. In the

beginning of November, his Majefty, according

to the cuftom of the ancient kings, went to receive

the homage of the provinces, after having en-

trufted the capital to the care of the Duke de Su-

deriTiania. He was a^ccompanied \)y the Duke

d'OilrogQthia, and in the journjsy vifited Carl-

fcroon, the (luices of Trolhetta, the frontier places,

.^nd the magazines. Throughout the whole tour,

he converfed familiarly with all perfons who of-

fered themfelves, exprefled his fatisfadlion in find-

ing himfelf at the heaci of a free people, and was

2 re-«
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received with unfeigned teftimonies of joy. In

him his fiibjeds believed they law a fecond' Guf-

tavus Vaia, and they compared the ariflocracy from

which he delivered them, to the tyranny of Chrif-

tian.

On his return to Stockholm, he was received

by the Queen Dowager, his mother, who Was in

Germany at the time of the revolution j and the

public rejoicings, by which the inhabitants of the

capital would have celebrated this event, were pre-

vented only by his benevolent requeft, that the

money, thus intended to be expended, might be

employed in relieving the diftreffes of the poor.

His own efforts were an example to his fubjedls.

A large quantity of corn was taken from the ma-

gazines of the crown, and, with fome fupplies in

money, was diftributed by his order in the capital,

and the provinces.

During the interval of fix years between the

meetings of the diet, the King applied himfelf, with

inconceivable adtivity, to the eftablifhment of the

new conftitution, the encouragement of commerce,

agriculture, and minufaftures, and to the preven-

tion of the cruel famines, by Which Sweden is fo

often liable to fuffer. At Stockholm, as well as at

Gothenburg, he eftabliflied public ' workfhops in

which the poor might earn a fubfiftence. Thefe he

furnifhed with the materials ufed in feveral manufac-

tures, and, at the end of the year 1773, his Ma-

T 3 jefty
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],efl:y had thp fatisfadtion to fee 1 2,000 perrons em-

ployed in his own refidence. He facilitated the

importation of corn, prohibited individuals from

c^epofiting it in magazines, and prevented every

fort of monopoly in that article. But, notwjth^

{landing all the methods ufed to fupply the nation

v/ith abundance of neceflaries, he could not pre-

vent the difcontents, and even outrages occafioned

by the prohibition of diftilling. For the three firft

years, the King adhered to his determination,

which he was feveral times obliged to enforce by

the afllfiance of the troops 5 but in 1775, he re r-

called the prohibition, declaring all diflilleries royal,

^nd permitting the partial ufe of them by leafe

from the crown. The want of a fufficicnt number

of farmers induced him afterwards to diftil brandy

upon his own account ; he bought all the utenfils

formerly ufed in tiie private diftilleries, prohibite(^

the importation of foreign brandies, and jmpofed

very rigorous punifhments upon all who fhould

offend againft his privilege. The peafants, on all

fides, fent deputations to the King, reclaiming their

ancient right of diftilling for their own confump-

tion y and, thefe being difrcgarded, the difcontent

rofe to fuch a height, that, at Stockholm, guards

were obliged to be ftationed round the royal dif-

tilleries, to proteft them from the violence of the

populace.

The
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The King gave particular attention and encou-

ragement to commerce, to promote which he in-

ftituted a college for the regulation of all affairs

relating to trade, and the finances. The coun-

fellor of commerce, JVefiermariy was ennobled and

appointed prefident, with the name o( LiliencrantZy

and the title of Commercial Secretary of State.

An office of difcount was alfo eftablifhed at Stock-

holm, and the fmall city of Marftrand was declared

a free port.

In the naval and military departments, the King

exerted himfelf with great adivity and fuccefs.

The fleet, which he found decayed and feeble, he

in a few years reftored to a refpedlable footing, and,

befides changing the regulations of the navy, he

raifed a new corps of failors, and formed them by

continual exercife under the diredion of Admiral

Wrangel, who had the care of the fleet and all its-

dependencies, while that of the dock-yards was en-

trufl:ed to Admiral I'er Smeden. Hitherto the two

departments had been united under the college of

Admiralty, but for the future the King decreed

that the chiefs fhould make their report only to

him, and that the college, in order to execute his

orders with the greater readinefs, Ihould be re-

moved from Carlfcroon to Stockholm. At the

fame time the dock-yards throughout the king-

dom were reftridled from building any veflfels for

the ufe of foreigners.

T 4 The
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The army, which, as well as the navy, had been

iiesleded durins the arifiiocracv, was next to be re-

formed. The King began by giving cloaks, tents,

and new arms to all the regiments. Afterwards,,

under the direclion of Field Marfhal Count de

HelTenftein, a new exercife was introduced, and

feveral camps VN^ere fcrmicd, in which the foldiery

were manceuvred by the King himfelf. The fale of

iTiilitary offices, which bad been periTiitted for

niany years, was entirely fiippreffed ; and, the King

provided not only for the re-eftabiifliment of dif-

cipline and good order in the army, but for the

future welfare of the individuals which compofed

it. He increafedthe pay of the officers, and made

fuch regulations as eniliredthe fupport of the fol-

diers in tlieir old age. The old council of ivar

was aboliiljed, and a new one created under the

title of the college of war, the members of which

were obliged to rcfide at Stockholm. The forti-

fications ofChr,iliiiin{ladt,Malmoe, and Landfcroon,

with the fartreiTes in. Finland, and upon the fron-

tiers of Norway, were put into a ftate of defence,

and furniilied with artillery, which had for a long

time been kept \n the magazines.

The King made frequent journeys through the

different provinces, -receiving reports of the irate

of manufi6lures, and the interior police, punifh-

ing every a6t of injuftice, and fupporting all per-

fons in the enjoynient of tlieir rights and privi^

leges,
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leges. In one of thefe tours, a charge of mal-

verfation, brought againll Baron de H go-

vernor of Nericia, was heard, by the King's order,

before Mr. de Liliencrantz ; and the Baron, not-

withftanding the favour formerly fhewn him by the

King, and his intimacy with Mr. de Liliencrantz,

was difmified from his office. The fame punifli-

ment was inflidled upon the fenefchal and treafurer of

Dalecarlia, convix^ed ofprevarication, although they

were conneded with thefirfi: families in the kingdom.

But the example, which had the greateft effed in

rendering the judges circumfpe6t and impartial,

was the fentence pafTed upon one of the firft courts

of juftice, that of Oftrogothia, refident at Jenko-

ping. A charge of injuftice, brought againft this

court, after having been enquired into by a com-

miflion, confiding of Mr. de Liliencrantz, and

two fenators, was brought before the fenate at

Stockholm, where the accufed members were

obliged to appear, and permitted to make their

own defence. The caufe was pleaded publicly in

the prefence of the King, who opened the firfl:

fefiion by a brilliant fpeech, concluding with thefe

words: " I have delivered you from an oppreflion

" which rendered all juftice venal. I have made

" laws for fecuring the rights of my meaneft fub-

" je6ts, and thefe laws have been infringed. I

" owe to pofterity an example of juftice." The

charge being proved, four members were difmified

from
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from their offices, and fome others were fufpended

for feveral months.

Thefe a6ls of juftice, together with the King's

popularity in other refpeds, made his arrival in

the provinces matter of joy to the inhabitants.

The peafants, alfo, were now relealed from the

opprelTive fervices of the pofts, the King paying

for the horfes ufed by himfelf and family.

In the midft of thefe endeavours for the im-

provement of the feveral branches of government,

the King was not unmindful of the interefts of

agriculture and population. He direfted the mi-

nifters of Sweden, in the different courts of Eu-

rope, to inform themfelves exadtly of the number

of Swedes refident abroad, and of the motives

which induced them to quit their country. In-

vitations were given to thefe pcrfons to return

home; and, although thefe were not always ef-

feftual, the refearch had its ufe, in afcertaining what

were the principal caufes of emigration. The

fmall town Eckelftuna, not far from Stockholm,

was affigned by the King to a colony of perfons,

who have been induced by promifes of benefit to

quit Solingen, in the duchy of Berg, and fettle

in Sweden. There they have eftablifhcd a manu-

factory of fwords, fabres, and bayonets, and thus

prevented the lofs of the large fums of money

before fent out of the country for the purchafe of

thefe articles.

Several
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Several citizens, zealous for the public welfare,

and encouraged by the Ipecial pfotediion of his

Majefly, have united under the title of the Pa-

triotic Society, for the laudable purpofes of pro-

moting population and agriculture, relieving the

necefTitous, and giving their aflillance in every thing

relating to the interior oeconomy of the kingdom.

His Majefty, in his afliduous concern for the

welfare of the kingdom, is not lefs eager for the

advancement of the fciences, arts, and polite li-

terature. He began by procuring a fine verfion of

the bible, and employing feveral men of learning

in improving and forming elernentary books ufed

in the education of youth. At the Academy of

Sciences he very often affifts in perfon, and fends

queftions in a fiflitious name, propofed with a view

of leading to lome new difcovery, or fome meafure

for the benefit of his people.

His refpedt for the memory of his anceflors the

King has made conduce to the progrefs of the

arts. A ftatue of Guftavus Erickfon, or Vafa,

and another of Guftavus Adolphus, are worthy of

the heroes they reprefent, and of the artift who

executed them. They are both by Archeveque,

and the expence of the latter alone amounted to

300,000 filver dollars. The defign of a medal,

ftruck to the memory of Linnseus, was furniihed

by the King himfelf. One fide has a buft of Lin-

nseus, the other the figure of the goddefs Cybele

ia



( 284 )

in a mourning attitude, furrounded by the different

attributes of the nriineral^ vegetable and animal

kingdom, with thefe words j
' Deam lu5ius angit

' amij[i\ ami: in the exergue,- ' Foft obiturn d. x,

^-
January^Y^']^. Rege Jubente.' The Exchange,

pahces of the Duke de Sudentiania, and of the

Princefs Albertina, the houfe appropriated to balls

and public concerts, a magnificent flone bridge,

the fine fquare of Guftavus Adolphus, and the

Opera Houfe, the laft of which cofl 400,000 fil-

ver dollars, at the fame time that they contribute

to the ornament of the capital, have afforded to

artifts of all forts opportunities of exerting their

talents, and difplaying their tafte.

As a relief from the labours of the cabinet, the

King feeks the pleafures of fociety, and frequents

the afTemblies of the nobility and burgefTes, where

his amiable manner conciliates the affedlion of the

company, and his condefcerlfion removes thofe re-

ftraints which the prefence of a King ufually im-

pofes. His lively imagirtation, and inventive ge-

nius, appear continually id the magnificent fetes,

fpefbacles, ballets, caroufals, and tournaments,

v/hich he. gives to his court, and in the fplendid'

peiformances of national operas, of v.-hich the

fable, and evert the words are fometimes furnifhed

by himfelf. In 1776, a tournament and' caroufal

were exhibited at Eckholmfund, with very ex-

traordinary pomp, in the firft of which the King,

4S
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as a foreign knight, fiipporced this pofition, " That

" love is both moref lively, and more permanent m
'^ the hearts of thofe who lateft become fubjc6t

^* to its influence." His Majefty was victorious at

the tournament, and his Efquire, Major Monck,

gained the prize in the caroufal. This fped:acle,

which cofl: 400,000 copper dollars, was repeated

in the following year in the fquare before the caftle

at Stockholm, and in almoft all the fucceeding

years caroufals, more or lefs magnificent, have

been given, differing only in tiie habits of the

knights who compofe the troops, and in the fubjefts

reprefented.

But though the King takes thefe methods to

produce a circulation of,^money, and to give en-

couragement to artifls, he has endeavoured very

ftrenuoufly to fupprefs the tafte for luxury and ex-

pence, which prevails over the whole kingdom,

and efpecially in die capital. Having for a long

time meditated the adoption of a national drefs, in

order to prevent the continual introdudion of fo-

reign falliions, he, at l.ngth, in the year 1774,

fent a gold medal, of the value of thirty ducats,

to the Patriotic Society, as a reward for the perfon

who fhould give the bed anfwer to the following

queftion. " Whether, to reilrain the abfurdities

" of faihion, and prevent the importation of pro-

" hibited goods, ic would not be ufeful to efta-

*' blifli in Sweden a national drefs^ fuitable to the

" climate.
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*^ climate, and differing from that of foreign na«'

" tions?"

In the beginning of the year 1778, the plan

was fubmicted to, and approved by, the fenatc, and

a few days afterwards there appeared a circular

letter to the governors of the provinces, figned by

the King, and written in a fkile of moderation,

fuch as no monarch ever before ufed to his fubjefls*

After enumerating his own endeavours for the fup-

preffion of luxury, and lamenting the lofs occa-

fioned by the introduftion of foreign comi"nodities,

he concludes by faying that, not thinking himfelf

authorifed to conftrain his fubjefts, or to influence

them in fuch a matter any otherwife than by his

example, he only gave notice that on the 8 th of

the following April, he fhould appear with his

whole court and fenate in a new drefs, which he

(hould alfo caufe to be adopted by the army. The

drefs was foon received by all the men, from the

firfl fenator to the loweft peafant, but has never

been generally ufed by the other fex.

At length the time appointed for the meeting

of the diet approached, and the King enjoyed the

fatisfa6tion of obferving the increafed profperity of

the kingdom. The adminiftration was well regu-

lated, the army and navy were placed upon a re-

fpeftable footing, tranquillity was eflablilhed within

and without, commerce flouriflied, and, to increafe

his happinefs, the Queen found herfelf pregnant

for
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for the firft time, after having been married for

feven years. To all thefe advantages was to be

added, that of being upon very good terms with

the neighbouring powers. In the preceding year,

the King had paid a vifit to the Emprefs of Ruffia,

by whom he was received with great diftiniftion,

and entertained in the capital with very brilliant

fetes. He returned to Stockholm in the month of

Augull, in a fuperbjagiy given him by her Impe-

rial Majefty, and with prefents for himfelf and

fuite to the amount of 400,000 roubles.

The King prelTed the convocation of the diet,

being willing that the Queen fhould be delivered

during its fitting, that thus the ftates might become

the fponfors of a child born under their own eyes.

The ordinance iifued by Guflavus Adolphus in

1617, was adopted as the model of all the regula-

tions ; in confequence of which, the King named

Major-general Baron de Saltze marfhal of the diet,

and appointed the fpeakers or prefidents of the

three other orders.

On the 30th of Od:ober, the King opened the

diet with a fpeech, in which he declared that, not-

withHanding the neccfliaes and the expences of the

three preceding years, he had been enabled, by pru-

dence and oeconomy, to put the kingdom in a

ftate of defence, and reftore it to its ancient fplen-

dor, without exhaufting the national finances j that

he, therefore, had not called them together to de-

mand
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rnaiid fuccours or fubfidles, but merely to rejoice

with him in the happy fituation of the coiintryj to be

witnelTes of the delivery of his wife, and, finally,

that he might perform his promife given at the dif-

folution of the laft diet. He intreated them to be-

come the fponfors of the infant, which he expefted

would fhortly fee the light, and concluded by

faying, " If heaven fhould grant me an heir to

*^ my crown, may he be w<Drthy one day to af-

" cend the throne of Guftavus Erickfon (Vafa)

" and Guftavus Adolphus ; may he remember that

" it is the firft duty of a Swedifh King to love

** and honour a free people, and may the crown
'^* be his no longer than he fhall aft in conformity

" to this truth. It would make me wretched if

" I believed my pofterity likely to forger, that

*^ providence, in placing them at the head of a

" great nation, has entrufted to their care the hap-
*'* pinefs of a free and generous people."

Two days after the opening of the diet, the

Queen was delivered of a Prince, the firft im-

mediate heir to the crown born in Sweden fmce

Charles the Twelfth. He was baptized by the

Archbiftiop of Upfal in the chapel of the caftle,

rind in the prefence of a deputation from the four

orders of the States, his fponibrs, who gave him

the name of .Guftavus Adolphus.

The joy of the Swedes on this occafion dif-

played itfelf in ads of beneficence, more ho-

nourable
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hourable than the eredion of marble monuments^

which fpeak only to the imagination, and are en-

tirely without ufe. Several perfons obtained leavd

of the King to open a general fubfcription under his

immediate proteftion, for eftablilhing a new houfe

of "education. The corps of horfe employed in tf-

corting the Royal family fent a donation of 10,000

copper dollars to the Foundling Hofpital, inftituted

by the Free Mafons in the capital. The officers

of the guards eftablilhed a fchool for military edu-

cation, and of the 300,000 crowns^ given by the

States to the young Prince, the King defired that

one third might be employed in relieving the poorer

part of his fubjefls in the afTelTment of duties.

The diet granted to the King a free gift of

600,000 crowns, payable in feven years, of which

300,000 were for increafing the private revenues of

the King, 100,000 for the expence of the bap-

tifm of the Prince Royal, and of the Duke de

Sudermania's marriage, 100,000 as a prefent to

the Queen, and 100,000 for the dower of the

Duchefs of Sudermania.

On the 25th of January, 1779, the King ciofed

the diet with a fpeech, in which he expreffed,

with his ufual eloquence, his fatisfadion at being

the firft King in this century, who could diflblve

the free States, without having exercifed ox fuf-

fered opprefllon. He called himfelf, not only the

founder, but the promoter and defender of their

U liberty
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liberty and laws, and thanked them in the mofi:

lively manner for the afFe6lion and attachment they

had exprelTcd to himfelf, the Queen, and the young

heir, whom he defired to fee worthy of the name

of Guftavus Adolphus.

One of the moft laudable refolutions of this diet

was that which gave permilfion to foreigners to

cxercife their religion in Sweden, under no other

reftridions than thofe ufual in other countries,

diftinguiflied by the fame toleration ; a meafure

which induced the court of Rome to fend a pre-

late thither in the following year, charged to a6l

in concert with the government in the arrange-

ments neceffary for the exercife of the Catholic

religion. After much oppofition, a refolution

moved by Count Axel Ferfen, who had retired

from the fenate in the year 1773, for giving new

inftrudions to the commiflioners of control over

the bank, was paiTed, and unanimoufly approved.

A fhort time after the feparation of the diet,

the peafant reprefentapives having returned to their

conilituents, with accounts of their unfuccefsful

endeavours for the re-eftablifliment of private dif-

tilleries, the murmurs of the people were heard on

all fides, and in Smoland and Dalecarlia broke

out into violence. Thefe difconrents were in-

flamed and llipporced by a great number of libels,

and, amongft others, by one inferted in the pub-

lic papers, in which the perfon of the King was

attacked
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attacked in the mofb indecent manner. Of this

rhe author, named Haldin, was known, and, to-

gether with the Editor and Printer, was condemned

by a court of juftice to an imprifonment of feveral

weeks, which tiie fenate, taking cognizance of the

affair, changed into a fentence of death. Both

fentences were remitted by the King, who alfo,

upon a fimilar occafion, faved the life of an of-

ficer, condemning him, at the fame time, to bread

and water, for having fpoken difrefpedfuUy of the

King his father. This magnanimity gained the

hearts of his fubje6ls, who perceived him always

inclined to mercy, except in the punifhment of

flagrant inftances of injuftice, or fome invalion of

the rights of the citizens.

A war having broke out between France^,

1780. America, and England, the King of

Sweden, at the requeft of the merchants,

refolved to fend convoys with their vefTels ; a

meafure which was rendered more neceflary, by the

conduct of one of the belligerenc parties, wlio

feized upon neutral veffels, under the pretence

of the cargoes being deftined for the enemy. The

court of Stockholm had already complained of

thefe proceedings to that of England, confidering it

as an infringement of the treaties of 166 1, and 1666 ;

and the latter court had juftified their condu(ft

under an article, taken from one of thefe treaties,

but not admitted to be authentic in Sweden. The

U 2 King,
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King, therefore, applied to Denmark and RulTia, to'

join their forces with his ; and thefe powers acceded

as far as related to the Baltic,, and that part of the

North Sea near the fhores of their kingdoms, leav-

ing Sweden the only power which proteded its

commerce in all parts of the world*. A fquadron

of eight men of war, and four frigates, equipped

at Carlfcroon with great celerity, failed under the

orders of Vice Admiral de Gerten towards the

North Sea, The expence of this fquadron, and

of another deftined for the Mediterranean, waS'

defrayed by an additional duty of 5 per cent, im-

pofed upon foreign commodities imported.

In the meantime, England continuing to feize

all veflfeis without diilinftion, the Emprefs of Ruflia

joined herfelf to Sweden, in order to engage the

neutral powers in an alliance for the proteftion of

commerce not only in the Baltic, but in all the

feas of Europe, and in the two Indies. The ce-

lebrated armed neutrality, of which the motives

werp very laudable, and the effeft trifling, v/as thus

formed. It was confirmed by a treaty figned be--

tween Ruflia, Sweden, and Denmark, on the 9th of

June in the fame year, by which the two latter powers •

agreed to furnifh each fixteen fhips of the line, and

frigates,, and Ruflia twenty fhips and frigates. Ta-'

this league Holland, Pruflla, the Emperor, and

the King of Naples, afterwards became parties.

* During the courle of this war Sweden exported a great quantity

of cannon, anchors, and luiis to America and Holland.

The
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The King pafled a great part of the

01781. following fummer at Aix-la-Chapelle and

Spa, for the re~cftablifhment of his health,

4782. and returned to Stockholnn, through HolU

land, at the end Odober. Soon after-

wards the care of the Prince Royal's education was

entrufted to the Senator Baron de Sparre, and, in

a Ihort time, the Queen again declared herfel]f

pregnant. She was delivered of a Prince in the

month of Auguft, 1782, within a few weeks after

the death of the Queen Dowager, a Princefs dif-

tinguifhed by her great elevation of mind, and

fondnefs for the fciences and fine arts. The joy

occafioned by the birth of the young Prince afforded

v©nly a fhort confolation for this lofs : he received

the name and title of Charles Guftavus Duke of

.Smoland, and died at the age of feven months.

The beginning of this year was diftin-

1783. guilhed by a revolt amongll the Dalecar-

lians, who bore with lefs patience than the

inhabitants of the other provinces the prohibition

of private diftilleries. A body of troops reftored

order, and feized tl'ie principal ring-leaders ; but it

was impoffible to fupprefs the difcontent, which the

King's perfeverance in maintaining the fole right of

diftilling caufed throughout the kingdom. In this

year the King had an interview with the Emprefs

of Ruflia at Frederickfham, a fmall city and port

of the Baltic, upon the confines of Ruflia and Swe-

U 3 difh
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diih Finland. The defigns of die Emprefs upon

the Crimea, and the navigation of the Black Sea,

required that fhe fhould be v/ell affuredof the friend-

fiiip of a monarch, whofe refpedVable forces by land

and fea might enable him to put in execution any

plans dictated by his own ambition, or by the influ-

ence of the court of Verfailles, againft a province

which he could hardly be unwilling to re-conquer.

The King fet out for Finland in the beginning

of June, for the purpofe of reviewing the troops in

the dutchy. There a volley from a party com-

manded by himfelf ftartlcd his horfe, and he had

the misfortune to break his arm by a fall. The

interview with the Emprefs, though retarded by

this accident, was effedled on the 29th of June,

and celebrated, during the three days which their

majefties remained together, by continual fetes.

The Emprefs had caufed a very elegant wooden

palace to be eredled at Frederickfham, richly orna-

mented and furnifhed, in which was an elegant

theatre, appropriated to the performances of a

troop of French comedians provided for the occa-

fion. The King gave the Emprefs very pofuive

afTurances of an exadl neutrality, and returned to

Stockholm on the 4th of July, entirely recovered

of the fracflure. The burgeffes of Stockholm, in

memory of the happy return and recovery of their

Monarch, fet apart die fum of 4,000 rix-dollars,

for the perpetual fupport of fome beds in the Hpyal

• Hofpical,
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Hofpitai, at which fraftures of arms and legs arc

to be cured gratis. Thefe are called beds of Lou-

laisj from the name of the camp at which the

accident happened to the King.

In the feveral journeys, which the King made

into Finland, he perceived that the province was

unequally divided into four diilridls, and that the

court of juftice at Abo was not alone fufficient for

the number of inhabitants. Another court was,

therefore, eftablilhed at Vafay and the ceremony

of inftalling the members was performed at Stock-

holm, with great pomp, in theprefence of the Royal

Family and a brilliant court. The King, in an elo-

quent and energetic harangue, exhorted the mem-

bers to protedt the perfecuted and the orphan, and

to give particular attention to the lower clafs of citi-

zens, by whom the ftate was defended and fupported.

About the latter end of Auguft, the King noti-

fied to the fenate, that, in obedience to the advice

of his phyficians, he fhould pafs the winter in

Italy. Before his departure he prefTed the equip-

ment of a fmall fquadron of obfervation at Carl-

icroon. It was ready in September, and, in the

month of Odober, the King began his journey, to

defray the expence of which he borrowed a confider-

able fum upon the revenues of the royal diftilleries.

His Majefty, after paffing the winter and fpring

in Italy, firft at Pifa, where he ufed the badis, af-

terwards at Rome, Naples, Florence, Genoa, and

U 4 Venice,
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Venice, arrived at Paris in the beginning of June^,

1784, where he rennained till the end of July, and

was received by the court and city as the ancient

ally of France. Amidft a fucceflion of pleafures,

he was not unmindful of his interefts, From the

year 1779, the court of Verfailles, under pre-

tence of the expences of the war, had neglefted

the payment of the ufual fubfidies j but the King

now managed fo well, as to obtain the fum of

1,200,000 livres in difcharge of a great part of the

arrears, and to conclude a treaty by which France

ceded to him for ever the ifland of St. Barthelemi*,

near Guadaloupe, on condition of being allowed

to eflablifh a flaple for its northern commerce in

the city of Gothenburg.

On the third of Auguft his Majefty re-

1784. turned to the capital, after an abfence of

ten months, and the burgeffes, upon this

occafion, built at their own expence a ftone bridge

over the canal of Ritterholm, with the following

infcription

:

Guftavo III. O. R. falvo et folpite.

Ex itlnere Italico patriae leddito.

Hunc pontem fe^lo lapide conftruftum,

Lignei loco jam vetuilate collabentis. For-

tiinse reduci et hetitiae publicse, dedlcarunt

Gives Holmeiilcs--- D. iii. Aug. M,DCC,LXXXIV.

* This ifland, which contains feven or eight hundred inhabitants,

and produces a great quantity of cotton, is verj' well iituated for

contraband traffic.

In
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In the beginning of the year 1786, the King

judged it necelTary, after an interval of eight years,

to convoke the diet. For the three lad years the

Icingdom had been ravaged by a famine, of which

the effeds were fo very powerful and diftrefTingj

.that in the high-roads and woods, but efpecially

in Dalecarlia, many perfons were found ftarved to

death. The defire of afFordino fome relief to the

poor under this calamity, and of introducing the

Prince Royal to the States, his fponlbrs, were the

reafons alledged for the convocation of the diet,

which began to fit on the 7th of May. The King,

in his opening fpeech, dcfcribedthe flourifhing ftate

of the kingdom with refped to its commerce,

navy, army, and fortifications, and enumerated

the many advantages enjoyed by the nation fince

his acceflion to the throne, of which the chief were

the independence of the people, and the preferva-

tion of peace.

" But from the vicilTitude," faid he, " to which

" all human fituations are liable, ours has not been

^* exempted. The prodiidions of the earth, the

*' firft of all riches, have been denied us for the

" laft three years j and this calamity has not a little

" increafed the weight of my cares, who feel for

•" my fubjeds as for myfelf. What endeavours

** I have ufed to prevent the difaftrous efFeds of this

** failure, and what fuccours I have given for the

f' relief of my fubjeds, you already know by the

3 *' effeds.
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*^ effei!ls. May they animate you to concur with

*^^ me in fuch meafures as may prote6l our country

" from fimilar misfortunes in future," He then

fjpoke of the Prince Royal, of his education, and

of the efforts ufed to render him worthy of being

the head of a free people. " I rejoice," faid he,

*' that the firft objedt which occurs to his innocent

" view, is the union of a people elTentially free,

" fubmitting to the laws, conjointly with the King,

" who, at the fame time that he is invefted with

" authority, is himfelf, bound by the fame laws."

He concluded his fpeech by prefenting the four

following propofitions to the diet

:

I. That the punifhment for infanticide be changed

from death to perpetual imprifonment, with a pub-

lic whipping once every year, on the day upon

which the crime was committed.

a. That eftates fhall no longer be divided, but

fhall defcend from the father to the eldeft fon>

charged with the portions of the other children,

3. That the King be authorifed to draw from

the bank a fund fufficient for the eftablifliment of

a magazine of corn, in any place which he fhalj

judge convenient, in order to prevent the cxcefliYe

dearnefs of that article.

4. That the King be impowercd to draw from

the bank a fund for defraying the expences of the

mines ; and particularly for the purpofe of fecur-

ing that of Fahlun from inundation 3 upon the con-

2 dition.
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dition, however, of his depofiting in the bank a

quantity of copper,, equal in value to the fpecie

taken from it.

In this diet, which was by no means fo tranquil

as the preceding one, the King met with confider-

able oppofition, and only thofe of his propofitions

were adopted, which related to the eftablifhment of

magazines. The clergy oppofed the change of pu-

nifhment for infanticide, and the equellrian order

would not confcnt to the article which forbad

the divifion of eftates. The fum demanded by the

King for the improvement of the mines of Fahluii

was refufed by the Hates, who alleged that the

impoverilhment of the mines was to be attributed

only to the mifcondu6l of thofe concerned in work-

ing them, and appointed a committee of infpec-

lion, with orders to make a report of their interior

management*. The diet of 1778 granted the ufual

entries, and for an unlimited time, but by the prefent

diet they were limited to the term of four years;

and, as a further proof of the influence of the anti-

royalifl party, the States refufed to acknowlege as

debts of the Itate, thofe which were contracted by

the crown without their confent. The order of

peafants having propofed to redeem the right of

diftilling, his Majefty declared, that, for the fatis-

faftion of his faithful fubjefts, he was willing to

receive in exchange a duty upon coffee, and the

* To this committee the proprietors refufed to render aii account.

annual
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annual fum of eighteen tons of gold. Thefe terms

were rejeded, and the right remained Royal.

The diet was diflblved on the 24th of June, and

the King exprcfied his difapprobation of its decrees

in the fpeech which concluded it. He lamented

'^ that an unquiet diflruft, ill-founded and unde-

" ferved, feemed likely to interrupt the union and

*^ concord, which, for fourteen years, he had en-

" deavoured to maintain, even to the detriment of

<' his own private interefls." He appealed to pof-

*' terity to do juftice to his conduft, and finifhed

an eloquent and fentimental fpeech, v/ith remitting

the fums granted him for the fourth year of the fub-

fidy, which he defired might be appropriated to

3the relief of his fubjedls.

' Towards the end of the year, the King cop-

ducted the Prince Royal to the univerfuy of Up-
fal, and affifted constantly at all the public and the

greateft part of the private exercifes performed by

the young Prince during a flay of fix weeks. The

ardour and fuccefs with which, at the age of only

eight years, he applied to his ftudies, v/as highly

gratifying to the King, who, in order to familiarize

him with the people, whom he was born to govern,

and to give him an early knowledge of the kingdom,

had already led him over fevcral of the provinces.

During tb.e fourteen years, which had pafTed

fince the revolution, the King, by his indefatigable

pxertions for the welfare of the kingdom, had

placed
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placed the trade, navigation, fleet, army, courts

of juftice, and magazines entirely upon an im-

proved footing. But the fatisfadlion due to his

labours was interrupted by a cruel famine, which,

for the fecond time in his reign, afflifted his king-

dom, by the influence of the anti-royalift party

m the lafl: diet, and by the continual murmurs

which arafe upon the fubjeft of the diftilleries.

in fome provinces thefe difcontents prompted the

populace to rife in open revolts -y the royal houfes

were burnt to the ground, and the infpeftors and

ofEcers of the diftilleries were murdered. By fre-

quent outrages of this fort, and by the continual

ufe of private diftilleries, the King's profits were

fo much leflfened, that he was induced to relinquifli

his privilege, receiving in return an annual con-

tribution of rye from each hemman^ or farm. In

t4ie large cities, however, brandy is ftill diftilled

ypon his account.

In the courfe of the prefent year, the King has

inftituted an academy for the melioration of the

Swedifli language. The plan is the fame as that

©f the French Academy, founded in 1635, ex-

cept that the number of members is here limited

to eighteen. Poetry and eloquence are the objeifts

©f both academies, and, in the difcourfes of the

Swediftk Academy, the charaflers of Guftavus

Tafa, and Guftavus Adolphus, are deftined to re^

eeive thofe praifes, which, in thofe of the other,

are
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are given to Louis the Fourteenth, and Cardinal

Richelieu. On the fame day, his Majefty revived

the Academy of Infcriptions and Belles Lettres,

founded by his mother, adopting the regulations

of that eilabliHied for the fame purpofe in Paris bv

Louis XIV. The Academy of Sciences, founded

in 1779, makes the third inftitution of this fort

m Stockholm, and does honour to the reign of a

monarch, whofe moderation, humanity, and fa-

gacity, are equalled only by his adivity, and his

conftant exertions for the welfare of the kingdom.

Guftavus III. in the annual tours which he makes

through the provinces, employs himfelf in liflen-

ing to the complaints of individuals, in watching

over the adminiftration ofjuftice, redreffing abufes,

eflablifhihg the difcipline, and protecting the hap-

pinefs of the army, and, in one word, in endea-

vouring to render his fubjedls happy, his forces

refpedable, and the Arts and Sciences flourifhing*.

During the fourteen years of his reign, the king-

dom has enjoyed a conftant peace, which it is to

be feared the ambition of RulTia, operating upon

the fuppreffed, but not extirpated, policy of the

ariftrocratic party, will one day difturb.

And, indeed, a war, raifed by the intrigues, or

jealoufy, of the neighbouring powers, can alone

* The King has compofed ieveral theatrical pieces in the language

of the country, and defigned the plans of two fine buildings, the

one a catholic church at Stockholm, the. other a country feat, called

Haga.

interrupt
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Interrupt the profperity of Sweden, under a mo-

narch, who has hitherto ufed his arms only for the

proteftion of commerce, and the honour of the

Swedilh flag, and whofe pacific difpofition is

proved by the article, inferted upon his own mo-

tion in the new form of government, by which

he reftri(fled himfelf from carrying on an ofFenfive

\yar without the confent of the States.

I am, &c. &c.

LETTER XXIV.

Copenhagen, . . . 17S6.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

X HE year 1772, celebrated

in the Hiftory of Sweden, for the fuccefsful intre-

pidity of a young King, and the humiliation of a

turbulent ariftocracy, is rendered not lefs remark-

able in the annals of Denmark, by the misfortunes

of an amiable Queen, the vidlim of a party, who

facrified her peace, and the lives of two unfortu-

nate men to their ambition.

The Counts Brandt and Strucnzee, who thus

fuffered by her fall, were both undeferving of the

punifliment inflifted on them, though the latter

certainly exceeded the limits of his authority, and

afpired to the exercife of a power, which the fol-

lowing hiftory will Ihew he was unable to retain.

Struenzee
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Struenzec was born at Halle, in Saxony, in the

year 1737. His father, then a Lutheran minifter

in that city, afterwards obtained a provoftfhip at

Altena, and was at length fub-intendant-general

of the churches in Skfwig and Holftein. His

mother was the only daughter of I. S. Carl, firft

phyfician to the King. From thefe parents he im-

bibed an early tafte for knowledge j and this ten-

dency, with his lively genius and promptnefs in

judging, formed the beft parts of a charadter, in

which Ambition, the love of pleafure, and a con-

tempt of religious and moral reftrifbion, very foon

began to appear. His difpofition and the advice of

his friends led him to the ftudy of phyfic, in which

obfcure and intricate fcience he foon acquired con-

fiderable reputation, and in the pradice of which^

as a profeffion, he became acquainted with two

men, whofe deftinies were afterwards intimately

conneded with his own. Thefe were the Count

de Rantzau Achbcrg, and Brandt, the firft the

principal inftrument of his fall, the latter the un-

fortunate companion of his fuffcrings. There

alfo he acquired the friendlTiip of Madame de

Berkentheim, the widow of the grand marlbal of

Frederic V. by whom he was firft recommended to

the court, and through whofe means he obtained

the appointment of phyfician to the Kingj

1768. an office, which induced him to dedicate

him.lelf entirely to his royal mafter, whofe

favour
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fevour he obtained in a journey during which he

was ordered to attend him.

Soon after the marriage of the Kifig, a cooln'efs

was obferved between him and the young Queen^

and this was wrought into an open difagreementi

by which Queen Julia hoped to regain her loft in-

fluence, and tranfmit it to her pofterity. The

mifunderftanding, which was thus raifed between

the two Queens, increafed after the birth of the

Prince Royal, and the journey of the King into

foreign countries by no means diminilhed his

indifference for a wife^ who deferved a better fate.

Upon his return, the intrigues which afterwards

operated fo forcibly, began to appear. The na-

tion was then divided into parties, of which the

moft numerous, and that which comprized the

minifters and chief members of the ftate, was

headed by the young Count de Hoik, the fa-

vourite of the King. The adherents of the Queen

Dowager partook with her the tranquillity of her

retreat at Friedenibourg, and only fome young

perfons, without refources or influence, remained

Eo Matilda, and relied upon her youth, beauty,

and agreeable manners, to effedl a future recon-

ciliation with the King. But thefe were wholly

inexperienced in the intrigues of a court ; and the

young Queen, unable to trufl them, adopted

another plan miore likely to forward her views.

She perceived that the only method of recovering

X the
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the confideration due to her rank was to rcgain-

the confidence of the King ; and as fhe was aware

that this could never be effcfted during the in-

fluence of the Count de Hoik, Ihe refolved to at-

tempt the deflruftion of this favourite.

Many circumftances confpired to affift her en-

.

deavours. The Count de Hoik, fearful of lofing

his afcendancy over the King, laboured to increafe

the difagreennent between their Majefties, and be-

lieving that Struenzee was as ofFenlive to the Queen

as himfelf, he perfuaded the King to carry him

with him when he vifited his confort. This mea-

fi.ire contributed to the ruin of Hoik, from whom
the King's confidence was gradually transferred to

Struenzee. The Queen perceived the change,

and could not avoid comparing the fierce and ar-

rogant conduft of the former with the refpeftful

manner of the latter, vv^ho even appeared to be fe-

cretly hurt by the neceflity of offending her fo often

by his prefence. This circumfpe6lion was favour-

ably interpreted by the Queen, who by degrees

acccuftomed herfelf to his company, and whofe

averfion infenfibly changed into admiration of his

wit, knowledge, and penetration.

About this time the Prince Royal was inoculated,

and the Queen, when fhe entrufted this operation.

to Struenzee, declared that his fuccefs fhould be re-

. warded with the care of the young Prince's edu-

cation. The diforder was very favourably received,

and
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and Scruenzee was recompenfed with the place of

Counfellor of Conference * and reader to their Ma-
jefties, with an appointment of 1,500 crowns; an of-

fice, which, with that of tutor to the Prince Royal,

obliged him to a conftant attendance upon the court.

During the progrefs of the diforder, Struenzee

entirely conciliated the good will of the Queen, whofe

anxiety for her fon induced her to take the care of

nurfing him upon herfelf, and would fcarcely permit

Struenzee to be abfent for a moment. The hours

that upon this occafion fhe was obliged to pafs in

his company were Ipent in inftru6tive and amufmg

converfation, from which Ihe at firfl received con-

folation, and afterwards pleafure. Thefe conver-

fations became more and more intimate and con-

fidential, and the Queen at length believed that

flie had found a man, to whom Ihe might entrufl

the execution of her proje61:s.

Struenzee, having thus the afcendancy over the

King, and the power of giving valuable advice to

the Queen, refolved to profit by the occafion, and

to open to himfelf the road to fortune. By his in-

fluence, the King was foon reconciled to his con-

fort, and bellowed upon her a degree of confidence,

of which the fiifi: effeft that appeared vvas his in-

difi'erence for Hoik.

In the mean time the minifters began to dread

the influence of Struenzee, whom they endea-

* In Denmark this title is next to that of Privy Counfellor.

X 2 voured
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voured in vain to remove from the confidence of

the King, or the intimacy of the Queen. The

Court foon after fet out for Slefwig, and the King

was accompanied, as in his former journey, by

Count Bernftorf, Hoik, and Schimmelman.

Warnfladt, an adherent of Hoik, and Struenzee,

were alfo in the fuite ; and the two parties, thus

oppofed to each other, would have been nearly

equal, but for the prefence of the young Queen.

The Count de Rantzau Afchberg, who had been

involved in the fall of the Count de St. Germain,

was recommended to the Queen by Struenzee, as

a man whofe fupplenefs might render him ufeful

in gaining the minifters j and Brandt, who had

alfo been formerly a favourite with the King, was

recalled at her folicitation, and deftined to fill

the place occupied by Hoik.

The King defccnded frequently from the dig-

nity of his charaftcr, and Count Bernftorf, who

w,as alone able to reftrain him within the bounds of

propriety, every day loft his influence, while, on

the other hand, the Queen was rendered fatally

unfufpicious by the goodnefs of her heart, and

rhe vivacity of her difpofition prevented her fore-

leeing the confequences of a condud: not always

lb prudent as her fituation required. Hoik, how-

ever, by degrees loft the favour of the King, and

his fall marked die approaching ruin of his party.

JIls place was given to Brandt 5 foon after which,

the
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tlie King retired to Hirfcholm, a feat within two

miles of Copenhagen, accompanied only by the

Queen and thofe in her intereft.

The Count de Bernftorf, though unable to con-

ceal, even from himfelf, the lofs of his influence

with the King, relied upon the favourable opi-

nion of the public, and rcfolved rather to await in

tranquillity the blow which menaced him, than to

anticipate his fate by retiring. He was not long

fuffered to remain in fufpenfe. While he was

labouring for the welfare of his country, he received

notice of his difmiflion from the King. The firft

fenfation was painful, but, recovering himfelf, ** I

" have received my difmiflion," faid he to the only

one of his domeftics who was prefentj and then,

raifing his eyes wet with tears to heaven^ uttered

this Ihort prayer : " Great God, fave this country

** and its King."

Thus Denmark loft an adtive, laborious, and

zealous minifter, after whofe fall the other members

of the adminiftration were foon difmifled, and

their places given to the friends of the Queen and

Struenzee. The Count de Rantzau, General

Gohler, and the Baron Schak Ratlau, were ad-

mitted into the council of State i but the latter,

being difpleafed with fome innovations, foon re-

tired to his own eftates. The Count de Schim-

melman alone, having had the precaution to make

no declaration of his party, and the prudence to

X 3 retire
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retire to Hambourg, during the dangerous mo-

ment, avoided the common ^ate of minifters.

He was appointed minifter for foreign affairs, and,

in order to leave the court of Ruffia no opportunity

for intrigue, it was notified to all the embafladors

that they mufl in future addrefs themfelves im-

mediately to the King. This meafure, of which

the motive was very apparent, was highly refented

by the Ruffian minifter, who uttered public me-

naces on the part of his court, and immediately

difpatched a courier with the news. In the mean

time, Mr. de Warenftat, on behalf of the King,

had informed the Emprefs of the change in the

adminiftration; and the court of Ruflia, notwith-

ftanding the menaces of the minifter, refoived not

to interfere with the affair.

The Queen Dowager, remaining in retirement

at Friedenfbourg, a quiet fpeftator of thefe tranf-

aftions, exprefTed her compafTion and goodwill

towards all thofe who fuffered by the fuccefs of the

new miniftry.

At length the triumjph of the young Queen was

complete j the King treated her with all the af-

fedtion fhe deferved, and beftowed his confidence

on Struenzee. During the public tranquillity

which followed this revolution, no endeavours

were fpared to enfure its continuance. Struenzee,

.whofe ambitious views extended to the poflefTion

of the whole Royal authority, perceived that his

pur-
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purpoie could only be efFe6ted by concentrating

the power in one point, which point fhould be

the perfon of the King. He, therefore, endea-

voured to remove him from all fociety ; and Brandt

was intrufted with the care of providing amiife-

ments for the continual occupation of his time.

A mode of life fo agreeable to the King con-

firmed the influence of Struenzee, and facilitated

a meafure more eflential than any hitherto efFc<5ted,

the refolution of the King not to tranfad bufinefs

perfonally with his minifters.

The year 1770 concluded with a remarkable

event, which entirely changed the form of govern-

ment, and rendered the power of the young Queen

and her minifter entirely abfolute. On the 27th

of November, an aft figned by the King diflblved

the council of Hate, and a commifTion of fecret

conference was adopted in its ftead, compofed of the

chiefs of the different departments, and endued with

a very limited fhare of authority. The members

were forbid to afTemble, except at ftated times, and

being without title, rank, emoluments, or in-

fluence, might be difmifTed without trouble, when-

ever occafion fhould render it necefTary. But the

council now difTolved had always claimed the firft

rank in the flate after the King, and in the ce-

lebrated revolution under Frederic the Third, had

obtained the diflinguifhing privilege of exercifing,

during a minority, the powers of tlic regency con-

X 4 jointly
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Jointly with the guardians of the young King,

Even the humiliating change of 1660 had left the

powers of this body entire, which was regarded in

fome meafure as reprefenting the nation, and

exercifing the office of a -mediator between the

Jaws and the royal power.

The right of fitting at this council was in the

Danifh nobjlity, who, therefore, confidered the

diUolution of it as an infraflion of their privi-^

Jeges, and from that moment refolyed upon the

deflrudion of Struenzee. The fame fentiment^

animated the Count de Rantzau, who, with his

feat at this board, loft all his influence and credit,

Struenzee, in the mean time, took farther mea-

fures for the eftablifhment of his authority, and

perfuaded the King to entruft the whole labour of

the cabinet to him. Secretary Panning, who had

been appointed by the influence of the court of

Ruflla, w^s difmiffed, as was Mr. de Warnftadt,

who had betrayed himfelf by fome impudent con-

verfations. By degrees, all the old minifl:ers were

removed, and the whole form of the Danifh go-

vernment was changed, all bufinefs being tranfaded

in the name of the King, by thofe immediately

about his perfon. Thus, in the fpace of a few

months, was a revolution completely effefted by

a youthful Queen, a man of obfcure birth, and

fome young perfons, who before were without ref-

pe<5t or credit.

3 But

I
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But the deftiny of Denmark, thus entirely

entrufted to Struenzee^ did not long remain

iji his power. During his fhort and diflurbed

reign, his conduft was unequal j and that courage,

v;hich, at the commencement of an ambitious de-

lign, feemed to border even upon r^fhnefs, funk

into pufillanimity when his mealbres were op-

pofed. The war in which RufTia was engaged

with the Turks, the luxury which prevailed at

that court, and the interior troubles of the coun-

try, fecured him, however, from the dread of the

Emprefs's menaces, and his confidence was con-

firmed by the favour of the minifters of Sweden

and Ruffia.

If his arrangements with foreign courts feem to

have been dictated by found policy, his plans for

Xht interior adminiftration were not lefs fkilful,

and prove him to have poflefTed a very remarkable

talent at combination j but his ambition and his

fears perverted and overpowered thole abilities

which might otherwife have contributed to the

yrelfare of Denmark.

Struenzee meditated a reform in the manage-
pent of the finances, which, if entrufted entirely to

one office, would be more eafily reviev/ed by the

King. He projeAed the diminution of feveral

jmpofts, the payment of rents in ready money,

the fuppreflion of thof- manufactures which were

pnfuitable to the cliii.ace and the foil, the retrench-

ment
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ir?ent of ufelefs penfions, and the encouragement

of agricultural labours. He wilhed alfo to re-

gulate the adininiftration of juftice, diminifh the

number of proceedings, and of courts, reform the

army, and improve, without increafing, the navy.

But his great objed was to humble the nobility,

by keeping them at a diftance from the capital, and

by taking from them their hereditary claim to of-

fices. In the execution of his fcheme he did not

perceive that the nobles, finding their privileges

every day attacked, had already entered into a

league for his deftru<flion.

His defign of improving the ftate of the finances

induced him to adopt a new plan of ceconomy

for the court and government. Courtiers were

difmilTed, penfions retrenched, and the number of

fervants, both in the royal palace and ftabies,

confiderably diminifhed. The grand Marihal

Moitke, feveral ladies, and many pages received

their difcharge ; the profits of the Chancery were

brought into the royal cofifers j the colleges of ad-

miralty, excife, and commerce, were abolifhed j

and com.mifTions eftablifhed in their Head.

An order of cabinet, figned on the 3d of April,

177 i,dirmi{redthem agiftrates ofCopenhagen*, and

the alTembly of thirty-two, appointing, in the room

of the former, two, burgomafters. The privileges

of the foreign minifters were confiderably altered,

* They were rcftored in 177?,

the
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the horfe-guards were dilcharged, and their duty

afligned to three hundred dragoons j meafures by

which a great number of pcrfons were deprived

of fubfiftence.

His fcheme for aboliihing the perfonal fervices

of the peafants, and pernaitting them to hire their

lands at certain rents, was ftrenuoufly oppofed by

the nobility, and was, therefore, relinquifhed by

Struenzee, though propofed to be tried at firfl: only

upon the crown eftates.

Schumacker, the fecretary to the cabinet, a man

of known probity and talents, was difmiffed from

his office by Struenzee, and the whole kingdom

was Ihocked at an a6t fo delpotic and unfealonable,

the fecretary having always appeared contented with

his fituation, and by no means addi6ted to intrigue.

Struenzee had, however, a reafon for his condu6l,

with which very few were acquainted. All the or-

ders for the changes effeded by this minifter were

fettled in the cabinet of the King, and fent from

thence immediately to the feveral departments, it

being thought neceflary to keep them fecret till

the moment when they were to be put in execu-

tion, A clerk, implicitly trufted by Schumacker,

and employed by him in official concerns, gave

notice of thefe orders, which were found to be

publicly known even before they were delivered

from the cabinet. A long fearch difcovered the

offender, who was punifhcd, and difmifled. The

fccretaiy.
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fecretary, alio, loft his office^ and was obliged to

deliver up all his papers.

The recal of the Count de St. Germain, ano-

ther mcafure of Struenzee, was attributed to an

.intention of placing him in the military depart-

ment, as a counterpoize to the authority of the

Count de Hantzcw. But Struenzee had other

views. The Count de St. Germain had enjoyed

fince his difmiiTion a penfion of 7,000 crowns, a

part of which it was believed he would be willing

to refign rather than appear again in Denmark.

His return to Copenhagen was therefore unex-

pe6ted, and, though he was rewarded with ho^

iiours, he was not entrufted with employment.

Struenzee had no other refource than to conciliate

his friend(hip ; and the Count was the only knight

of the order of the Elephant created by the court

during his adminiftration.

In the fame year, 177 1, the order of Matilda

was inftituted upon the birth-day of the King, and

v;as beftowed only upon perfons in very particular

favour. Upon this occafion, the Baron de Schim-

melman gave a very fuperb fete in his palace, at

which the young Queen was prefent with her ufual

fuite.

Upon the firft appearance of fine weather, the

court fet out for Hirfcholm, accompanied by

Brandt, the phyfician Berger, and fonie confi-

- dentiai
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dential perfons, who were ordered to be conti-

nually about the King, and to alienate him from

all thofe who were fufpefted. The King became

every day more indifferent not only to public affairs,

but the concerns of the court ; he paffed his time

in perpetual amufements; and his intelledual fa-

culties appeared to become weaker and weaker.

Monfieur and Madame de Gohler, Madame de

Schimmelman, the lady of honour Deuben, and

Colonel Falkenfchiold, compofed the ufual fociety

of the Queen. Scruenzee divided his time be-

tween official bufinefsj and the care of the Prince

Royal's education. Of his brothers, die elder,

well known by an excellent treatife upon the forti-

fications, obtained a pofl in the new college of finan-

ces, and the younger in the military department.

On the 7th of July, 177 1, the Queen was

delivered of a Princefs, who was baptized by the

name of Louifa Augufla. Matilda was not ig-

norant of the injurious reports raifed by her ene-

mies ; and thefe were the more diflrefTing, as they

were fa id to originate at Friedenjhourg. She

fought confolation in the friendfliip of Mademoi-

felle Deuben, and from her received affurances of

the good intentions of Queen Julia, of which

her kindnefs in becoming the godmother of the

Princefs feemed a fufficient proof. The Queen,

though fomewhat foothed by thefe endeavours,

could not conquer her fears of the ufe which might

be
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be made of fuch reports, in wrefting the authority

from her hands ; and Struenzee, to whom fhe im-

parted her uneafinefs, regulated his condu6l in

confequence. By degrees the rumours ceafed,

tranquillity was once m.ore reftored to Hirfcholm,

and every thing went on as before.

At this period, Sir Robert Keith, the new mi-

nifter from England, arrived at Copenhagen.

Struenzee, blinded by his fortune, but dill more

by his unlimited ambition, was defirous of adding

to the real power which he exercifed, the honour

of inrolling his name amongft the firfl nobility of

Denmark. He was ennobled with the rank of

Count, a title unequal to his wiflies, and from

which he afpired to fome diftinftion fuitable to

the confequence he enjoyed. There being then no

title exa6lly expreflive of his fituation, the new

one of P^'ivy Counjellor of the Cabinet was invented

and beftowed upon him, together with a degree of

power, which, like the title, was without a pre-

cedent. He was authorifed to exprefs in writing,

in what manner he fhould judge moft convenient,

the orders which he received perfbnaliy from the

mouth of the King, and to fend them to the dif-

ferent departments, fanftioned by the feal of the

cabinet, inftead of the fignature of h's Majefty.

An ordinance figned by the King with his own

hand, enjoined all the departments to pay ref-

pe-fl to thefe orders, of which an extraft was

2
'

fliewn
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Hiewn to him every Saturday by Straenzee. Thd

concurrence of the King, thus obtained to the or-

ders iffued in the courfe of the week, was confi-

dered as a fanftion equal to his a6lual fignature.

The fituation of a young Monarch, betrayed

into a conduct fo unufual, raifes our pity, while

the abufe of his confidence excites our contempt of

the favourite, whofe meafures tended to the de-

ftruftion of an authority, which, by a more pru-

dent ufe of circumftances, he might have enjoyed

for feveral years. If he had continued the ufe of

the King's fignature, and fliown more refpe^V for

the privileges of the nobility in particular, and of

the nation in general, Struenzee might have reign-

ed under the prote6tion of the Qijeen, and have

defied the efforts of a party, who fought and ob-

tained the polTeffion of his power. But his ambi-

tion, which rendered him difcontented with all his

acquirements, prefied him forward to an infup-

portable degree of exaltation j and the momentary

glory of his reign was concluded by a cruel pu-

nilhment, and by the fall of a young Queen, whole

virtues deferved a better fate.

The unbounded liberty of the prefs, introduced

by Struenzee, with a view of difcovering the fen-

timents of the nation concerning the actual govern-

ment, was a formidable weapon in the hands of

his adverfaries, who ufed it to exhibit an aggra-

vated pi<fture of his faults, to point out the ambi-

tious
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tious part of his charafter, his abufe of the King's

confidence, and to revive the injurious reports be-

fore circulated againft the Queen. The abufe of

this privilege at length proceeded fo far, that it be-

came neceffary entirely to retradt it ; rewards were

promifed for the difcovery of the authors of thefe

writings, and the moft rigorous punifhments wer»

denounced againft thofe who ftioukl in future write

any thing againft the King, the Queen, or the ini-^

nifter. This meafure, by which the writers of the

oppofite party were intimidated, and filenced, was

adopted too late for the reputation, or fafety of

Struenzee. The minds of the people, once in-

cenfed, continued to be agitated j his friends be-

came cool j thofe who remained attached to him

were rendered diffident, and the populace were

accuftomed to defpife his authority and name. At

this critical moment, the courage, which he had fo

much occafion to exert, appeared entirely to aban-

don him.

Towards the end of Oftober, three hundred fai-

]ors arrived from Norway, to be employed in an

expedition againft Algiers, and, according to cus-

tom, their pay was withheld till the moment of

embarkation. A ftay of fix weeks at Copenhagen,

without employment, or pay, reduced thefe poor

people to a ftate of beggary, from which the go-

vernment refufed to releafe them. Thus driven to

defperation, a large party fct out for Hirfcholm,

after
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after having notified that they went to feek. relief,

or revenge. When the news of the revolt arrived

at Hirfcholm, the King and Queen were out on a

hunting party, and an adjutant-general went to

meet the Tailors, who declared that they came *^ to

*' fpeak to their father, from whom they expe6ted

*^ relief." A party of dragoons was then ordered

to advance, upon which the failors produced arms,

and iliewed themfelves prepared to repel force by

force. The officer endeavoured to appeafe them ;

and their fhort, but fierce, ftatement of grievances

procured a promife of redrefs, by which they were

induced to return to the city. The law, hovv^ever,

was not repealed, but Vice Admiral RiJhmor, the

corqmander of the fqnadron, who had certainly

done his duty, received his difmiffion.

By this condudb, whicli was equally imprudent

and unjuft, the failors were induced to fuppofe their

condudl was approved, and were encouraged to

new violences. The labours of the dock-yard

ceafed ; all forts of diforders were committed, and

an amendment of their condition was demanded

with threats, by which the court was much alarm-

ed. Struenzec, dreading the confequences of a

difturbance, by which the whole nation might be

inflamed, applied himfelf very affiduoufly to the

fuppreffion of it, and, as one of the mod efFeftual

methods of quelling the difcontents, he gave a

magnificent fete at Frederickfbourg, a royal feat

Y within
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within half a quarter of a league of Copenhai-

gen. The lailors, after being thus diverted and

pleafed, returned tranquilly to their homes, and

were afterwards embarked. But the cloud was by

no means diflipated -, and the fear which Struenzee

difcovered upon this occafion encouraged his ene-

mies to aim ferioufly at his deftrudtion, and that

of his protedtrefs.

Their plans were, however, arranged with pru-

dence, and, at prefent, operated only in gaining

the confidence of the nation, by rendering Struen-

zee fufpefted, and in difcovering thofe amongft

the enemies of the reigning party, who were moft

iproper to be employed againft him. The old

Count de Tott, Count Oaten, and the Count de

Rantzau were feledled for this purpofe. The na-

tural irrefolution and inconftancy of the latter was

well known, but his perfonal enmity to Struenzee,

and his increafing difiike of the a6lual government,

feemed to render him a fuitable inftrument of their

vengeance. Of thele arrangements, notwithftand-

ing the fecrecy which was obferved, fome notice

tranfpired to Struenzee, whofe fears were increafed

by a falfe report of a defign againft his life> by

which he was induced lo throw himfelf at the feet

of the Queen, exprefling all his gratitude, attach-

ment and concern, and befeeching her inftantly to

permit him to retire from a country- and a court,

where he faw himfelf furrounded with enemies, and

where
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";vhere the general difcontent appeared ready to dif-

charge itfelf upon him. He repreiented to the

Qiieen her own danger in perfifting to proted him

againft enemies, of whom the number increafed

every inftant, and upon whofe fuccefs jQie could

have no realbn to expe<5l prote6lion from thfeKing^

The Queen denied his requeft, and Struenzee

tremblingly, was obliged to fwear never to make it

again.

The contrary party carefully obferved every thing

that pafled at Hirfcholm, and were ready to profit

by the mod trifling circumllances which occurred.

The three hundred dragoons, commanded by Mr.

de Munfen, by whom the horfe-guards were re-

placed, were every where fbationed around the pa-

lace, to the furprize of the Danes, who had never

yet feen their Kings guarded with fuch precaution

in the country. The Norwegian Tailors were haf-

tily fent home ; thofe who were before defpifed were

now treated with kindnefs, and every meafure was

ufed to gain the populace of the capital.

In this dilemma Struenzee doubted not that his

power and perfonal influence would be fufficient to

protect him, as long as he could rcilrain his ene-

mies from all communication with the King, whom

he knew too well to believe capable of loving any

perfon, and whofe favour was only the efFed of

fear, or of undue fubjedion. He, therefore, pro-

longed the flay of the court at Hirfcholm^ and ap-

y 2 pointed
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pointed confidential perfons, of whom the Coimt

de Brandt was the chief, to be continually about

the perfon of the King.

Having taken thefe meafures for feciiring his

influence at court, Struenzee applied himlelf to

official bufinefs, the burden of which, now become

too heavy for his opprefled fpirits, he endeavoured

in vain, to fhare with his brother, by placing him

at head of the department of finances. The alte-

rations made by Struenzee in the police of Copen-

hagen, which he endeavoured to render fimilar to

that of Paris, furnilhed his enemies with another

opportunity of rendering him odious to the bur-

geffes and people of the capital. The plan, which

was in fome refpecls a good one, and which was

fuitable enough to the manners of a people addidled

to pleafure, was difagreeable to the tranquil and

phlegmatic inhabitants of Copenhagen, who looked

with horror upon the laxity of the new regulations,

as dangerous to the morals of the people.

At length, the feafon arrived when it became

impofTible to remain any longer in the country ; but

the Queen and Struenzee dreaded to enter the ca-

pital, where the court of Friedenfbourg was already

arrived. They, therefore, perfuaded the King to

pafs a few days at Friedrikfoerg, a fmall caftle at

the gates of Copenhagen, being defirous, before

they entered a place where their enemies were af-

fembled together, to know the fuccefs of an un-

dertaking,
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dertaking, which they hoped would contribute

confiderably to their fafety. It was propoled to

break the regiment of foot-guards, the foldicrs

of which they had fome reafon to diftruft. The
refolution was taken on the 21ft of November,

and executed two days afterwards.

The companies being aflembled, an officer an-

nounced to them the intention of the King, aC'

cording to which the regiment was to be broke,

and the foldiers incorporated in other battalions,

A general murmur, which ran from rank to rank,

foon rofe into loud cries, and the foldiers de-

manded, either a formal difmiflion, or the efta-

blifhment of a new corps, in which all fhould be

received without exception. Their officers in vain

endeavoured to reprefent to them the neceffiiy of

obeying the King's orders j neither perfuafion, nor

menaces, could prevent their quitting their ranks

and diibanding. They drew their fwords upon the

guards who were brought forward to feize them j

blood began to flow on all fides, and the alarm

and terror became general. Other guards were

brought from a diftancej a new conflidt enfued,

and a finall number of the difcontented were ob-

liged to furrender, while one company, which ef-

capcd, flew to the North-gate, and, having forced

the guard, proceeded diredftly to Friedrikfberg, and

the others ran to the cattle, where they intrenched

themfelves in the guard-houfe. Struenzee, to whom
Y 3 an
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an exprefs was lent by the commandant, received

the intelligence with coniiernation, but perceived

that, at this critical moment, peace could only be

reftored by very mild meafuresj and, therefore,

fent an officer with an order of the cabinet, which

promifed all that was demanded by the revolters.

The officer was received with tumultuous fhouts^,

and the foldiers, declaring their intention of fpeak-

ing with the King, continued to advance, not-

withftanding die appearance of a guard under

arms, v/hom they fliewed themfelves very well pre-

pared to refift. The commander of this guard,

and the officer, who bore the order of the cabinet, at

length perfuaded the revolters to return to Copenha-

gen, where they joined their comrades at the caftle.

Encouraged by the concefiions which had been

made, but not fatisfied with the fimple promife of

a difmifficn, the whole body took an oath of reci-

procal engagement j and each man folemnly bound

himfelf rather to die than abandon his compa-

nions. Three regiments of infantry, and two fqua-

drons of horfc, drawn up round the caftle, did not

deter them from their delign. Their own officers

alone were permitted to approach them, and, after

a negociation, which lafted during the whole day

and part of the following night, they obtained

what they demanded, and gave up their arms about

one in the morning. Each man received his dif-

charge, figned by the King's own hand, with a

3 prefent
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jjrefent of three crowns, and of his full uniform.

They then feparated, and the reft of the night

pafTed tranquilly. The next mornings at break of

day, about four hundred of thefe, after traverfing

the city in good order, and bidding adieu in a ten-

der manner to their fellow citizens, fet out for

their homes. Their departure made a great im-

preflion upon the people, who began to aflemble

on all fides, while the burgelTes threw money to

the foldiers and the Norwegian failors, running

about the city, began to talk of vengeance. The

minds of the people were thus roufed, and nothing

was heard on all fides, but fhouts, oaths, and me-

naces. General Gude, commandant of the city,

who with feveral officers, endeavoured to difperlc

the populace, was thrown from his horfe, and

drawn through the mud j many officers and fol-

diers were ill-treated, and fome were wounded.

But the difmiiTed foldiers quietly left the city withr

out taking any part in thefe riots, which continued

during the whole day after their departure.

This terrible fcene increafed the fears and irre-

folution of Struenzee, whofe fituation now became

more and more critical. The Englifh minifter,

from whom nothing elcaped, forefaw the approach-

ing fall of the favourite, and his uneafinefs for the

young Queen induced him to prefs the difmiffion,

of which Struenzee himfelf was defirous. Believ-

ing that the want of money alone prevented his

y 4 departure.
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departure, he offered him a fufficient funi ; but the

Queen oppofed this (lep in the ftrongeft manner,

from an apprehenfion that his adverfaries would

immediately obtain poffeffion of the King and of

the royal authority.

Struenzee, in the mean time perceived the ne-

cefiity of concealing his fears from his enemies,

and of attending to all their meafures. He, there-

fore, thought the King's return to his refidence

Ihould be no longer delayed j and the Queen,

tjiough impreffed with a -prefentiment of the dread-

ful fate, which awaited her, yielded to his reite-

rated intreaties, and refolved to return to Copen-

hagen. Aware, however, of the danger to be ap-

prehended from a new revolt, Struenzee took all

pofTible meafures for his fecurity. The guards at

the cafUe and arfenal were doubled ; cannon was

placed in feveral parts j and 6,000 cartridges were

diftributed to each regiment j precautions, which

had a bad effefb, by warning the public that he

who ufed them was confcious of having injured the

people againft v^hom they were ufed. The royal

authority fell into contempt, and the great influence

of Struenzee fcemed a dream which was Ipeedily

about to vanifh.

At length, every thing concurred to promote the

fuGcefs of the fchemes projected againft the young

Queen. The party of her enemies was ftrength-

cned by the addition of a man, who had fworn an

2 eternai
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eternal hatred to Struenzee, and refolved to revenge

himfclf at any rate for the rcfufal of an office to

one of his friends. This was Colonel K ,

the commander of one of the regiments in garri-

fon at Copenhagen, a man, whofe approved cou-

rage, firm mind, and ambitious fpirit, qualified

him for a great undertaking, and whofe enmity to

Struenzee was fuch, that he voluntarily offered his

fervices to the party. They aifo alTured them.-

fclves of the Count de Rantzau, and of Colonel

Eichftadt, commander of the dragoons, whofe af-

fiftance was the more necefTary, as thsy could not

rely upon the chiefs of the other regiments, moft

of whom had received their pofts from the kindnefs

of Struenzee.

The momjcnt now approached, which was to

conclude the reign of the unfortunate wife of Chrif-

tian VII. whofe power and influence had been en-

vied from her firft arrival in the kingdom. That

the attempt, however, might not be made before

its fuccefs was enfured, every method was ufed to

lefTen the attachment of thofe nobles, who adhered

to the Queen, and to increafe the hatred of the

nation for Struenzee. At length, the 17th of Ja-

miiry was fixed upon for a cataftrophe, which was

to feparate the King for ever from his wife, and to

give the death blow to the maternal heart of a young

Queen, by taking from her every thing (he held

molt
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inofl dear in the world. This was thought necejfary

for the honour cf the nation and the welfare of the

kingdom.

A ball which was given at court facilitated the

execution of the defign. On the 17 th, before day,

the inhabitants of Copenhagen heard with terror

and a'lonifliment that Queen Matilda, Count Stru-

enzee, his brother^, the deputy of the finances.

Count de Brandt, and all their frienJs had been ar-

refted during the night. A day had been chofen,

on which the caftie and its environs was guarded

by the regiment of Colonel Koller. The young

Queen having, with her iifjal vivacity, partook of

the pleafures of the dance, of which (lie was very

fond, concluded the ball at one o'clock in th.e

mornino: with Prince Frederic.

At tlirce the found of the clock gave the ap-

pointed fignal, and a dead filence reigned over the

caftie, when Koller, running to the different guard-

houfes, conducted all the officers into the inmoft

part of the caftie, and there declared to them that

he had the King's orders to arreft the Queen. He
ordered them to follov>' himj and the importance

of the order, the authoritative manner of their

chief, his coolnefs, and the f^'rene air, with which

he fpoke, fo overcame thefe ofiicers, tliat no one

thought of defiring to fee the order, a requeft «vhich

would have expoled the whole plan. But Koller

was equally fucctfsful and entcrpnfing. The offi-

cers
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cers followed him to the rendezvous, and, in the

mean time. Colonel Eichftadt put his dragoons

under arms, and drew them up round the caille.

From thence Rantzau went to the apartment of

the King, and undrew the curtains with a noife

which awaked and alarmed his Majefty, who was

not fufFered to recover his fenfes before he was

told that his perfon, and his kingdom were in

danger. " Whither fliall we fly ? What can be

" done .?" faid the King with agitation. " Aflift

*^ me. Advife me." " Sign this," faid Rantzau,

" this will fave my King, the Royal Family, and

" the whole kingdom." The King took the pen,

but threw it away when he perceived the nam.e of

Matilda. At length he yielded to perfuafion, and

Jlantzau went to execute the fatal order.

Colonel Koller, who was charged to arreft Stru-

enzee, was already in his chamber, without wait-

ing for the order figned by the King. He left the

officers by whom he was accompanied in the anti-

chamber, and went alone to the minifter, who, ter-

rified by the noife and by the appearance of Koller,

demanded tremblingly what was the occafion of a

vific at lb unfuitable an hour ? " Of that," faid

Koller, " you will foon be informed. Rife imme-

^' diately." He then feized him by the throat, and

fhook him violently. Struenzee loll: all courage,

and yielding himfeif eafily to the efforts of this

jfingle man, was condu(5led with his friends to the

citadel.
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citadel, and fecured in a dungeon. If the unhappy

minifter, by refifting Koller, had obliged the of-

ficers to enter into his chamber, and in their pre-

fence had demanded a fight of the King's order,

his enemy would, perhaps, have fallen a viftim

to the ralhnefs of his own undertaking.

The elder brother of Struenzee, the Count de

Brandt, General Gohler and his wife. Colonel

Falkenfchiold, General Gude commandant of the

city, the Baron de Bolou w,Zoga, the Secretary

of State, and fome others, were feparately com-

mitted to prifon.

Count Rantzau and Colonel Eichftiidt, went

with fome officers to the apartment of the Queen,

who, alarmed by the noife in her anti-chamber,

called her women, and in the palenefs of their

countenances read their fear. She enquired what

had happened, and was at length told that Count

Rantzau, in her anti-chamber, demanded to ipeak

with her on the part of the King. She exprefled

in the mod lamentable manner her grief, her ap-

prehenfion that (he was betrayed and ruined, and

her rcfignation. Then, acquiring fortitude, (he

went, half drelTed to Rantzau, who read the order

of the King, which fhe heard with firmnefs an4

without interrupting him. Being ftill unable to

give credit to it, llie read it herlelf, without be-

traying any mark of fear, and Rantzau intreated

her obedience to the order. *' An order," faid i]iG,

" of
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" of whichj perhaps, the King hhnfdf knows no-

** thing, or which has been obtained from his weak-

" nefs by the moft horrid perfidy. No : to fuch

" orders a Queen gives no obedience." Rantzau,

with a fevere air, replied, that his commifTion would

permit no delay. " No fuch order," faid fhe,

*^ Ihall be executed againfl my perfon before I

" have fpoke to the King ; let me go — I muft,

*' I will fpeak to him." At thefe words flie ad-

vanced towards the door, but was withheld by

Rantzau, who changed his intreaties into me-

naces. " Wretch," faid fhe, " is this the manner

*' of a fubjed to his Queen?" The fierce and

irritated Rantzau gave a fignificant look to his

officers, of whom one, more daring than the reft,

advanced towards the Queen. She tore herfelf

from his hands, and called loudly for help, but

no perfon came. At length, being alone and

defencelefs, in the midft of armed men, this un-

happy princefs, tranfported with rage, ran to a

window, and would have precipated herfelf from

it, but flie was withheld. They endeavoured to

carry her away, and fhe defended herfelf t.U her

ftrength and recolledion failed. When fae re-

covered herfelf and perceived no means of ei-

caping, fhe yielded, and was allowed time for

drelTing, after which flie was conducted to the

carriage which took her to the caftle of Cronen-

burg.

The
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The news of this revolutioii being fpread abroad,

the Queen Dowager, with her Ton Prince Frederic,

appeared in a balcony, and the multitude aflembled

before the cafile faluted them with cries of

" Long live Queen Julia—Long live Prince

" Frederic,'* while a deadly filence reigned over

the reft of the city. At noon, the King, in a

gala habit, accompanied by Prince Frederic, went

in the ftate coach through the principal ftreets of

Copenhagen. Some perfons prepared to unharnefs

the horfes and draw the carriage, but Prince

Frederic fignified that the King did not wifh it.

During this time Queen Julia gave audience,

and expreffed " how much fhe v/as hurt at

" being obliged to ufe meafures fo violent and re-

" pugnant to her difpofition, but the welfare of

" the kingdom, and the fafety of the King's

" perfon, rendered them neceffary." At night

the whole city was illuminated i on the Sunday

following thanivS were returned to heaven for the

happy revolution which had faved the ftate and

church, and, in the courfe of the week, the theatre

refounded with the praifes of thofe, who had

changed the form of government.

All thofe who had been employed were re-

warded. The Count de Rantzau was made a

Knight of the order of the Elephant, and a Ge-

neral of Infantry j Koller received the order of

Dannebrog, and the rank of Lieutenant General,

and
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and was befides ennobled with the name of Banner,

which had been formerly borne by an ancient

family, now extind. Eichftadt, promoted, at

firft, to the rank of Lieutenat General, was, af-

terwards, made Governor to the Prince Royal,

and each ofHcer was advanced one ftep.

The council of ftate was re-eftablifhed, under

the name of the fecret council of the cabinet, and

appointed to receive the reports of all the affairs

of the kingdom. The old Count de Tott, the

Baron de Shack Ratlau, Count d'Oflen, Count

Rantzau, and General Eichftadt obtained feats at

this board.

Sir Robert Keith, upon this occafion conduced

himfelf with the greatefb dignity and prudence ; and

his condufl is ftill mentioned at Copenhagen with all

the praife it deferves. His declaration to Count

Often, who was appointed to the management of

foreign affairs, was ftiort but energetic. He threat-

ened all the vengeance of his court, if the flighteft

attempt fhould be made againft the perfon of Ma-
tilda, immediately difpatched a courier to Eng-

land, and avoided, as much as poflible, appearing

at court.

Struenzee behaved in the weakeft manner from

tlie firft moment of his imprifonment, to that in

which he expired under the moft cruel torments

upon a fcaffold. Brandt, on the contrary, to his

lateft
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latefi: breath, preferved his prefence of mind, and

exhibited an intrepidity of condu6t, a portion of

which would, perhaps, have faved his inend and

the unhappy viftims of his ambition.

Of thofe v/ho were imprifoned, many were re-

leafed, with the lofs of their employments, and an

order to quit tlte capital. Madame Gohler was

forbid to appear at court, and her hufband. Ge-

neral Gohler, was broke and banifhed to the iflands

of Zealand and Fionia, but with permifTion to

retain his penfion of one thoufand crowns. Co-

lonel Falkenfchiold, having been the intimate

friend of Struenzee, was confined for life in the

citadel of Munkholm, with an allowance of half

a crown a day.

The brother of Struenzee was releafed, but

was forbid ever to fpeak, or write, upon the fub-

je6t of the revolution. The Vice Admiral Han-

fen, Lieutenant Colonel HefTelberg, Willebrandt,

the counfellor of ftate, and feveral others Wer«

baniflied, but were allowed to preferve fome fmall

penfions.

Such is the hiftory, and fuch was the end of a

man, who, born in obfcurity, raifed himfelf to the

higheft degree of exaltation, and was from thence,

precipitated into an abyfs of mifery by his un-

limited ambition, and by a conduct at once rafh

and pufiUanimous. His fall involved the welfare

of
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of a young Queen, vvhofe virtues deferved a better

fate, together with that of her mod intimate

friends *.

I am, &c. &c. &c.

* The information giving in the foregoing hlftory is drawn

j-'artly from intelligence coUefled by the author upon the fpot, ar.d

partly from the papers of a pcrlbn, who was included in the difgrace

of Struenzee, and died in 1782. His name was known in there-

public of letters, the German Reviews having more than once taken

notice of his productions.

The work has evident marks of partiality and paffion, and,

therefore, only thoie facts are mentioned here which the prefent

author has reafon to think well dated. Its title is as follows :

Authcntifche und hojlenerk <vjurd'ijh aufiarungen. Sec. i. e.

—Authentic and remarkable Elucidations, relating to the Hiilory

of the Counts Struenzee and Brandt, contained in a Manufcript

compofed by an illullrious, but anonymous Author, firft printed

in Germany in 1788.

FINIS.
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By the late David Hume, Efq;

With remarks, intended as an antidote to the poifon contained

in thcfe performances.

By the Editor.
To which are added. Two Letters on Suicide, from Roufleau's

'
' Eloifa.

Thefe Eflays have been for feme time clandeftinely circulated at

a very extravagant price, without any comment. This myllerious

mode of fale, by rendering them an objeft of requeft, has con-

fiderably enhanced their value. The notes which accompany
and improve this edition, are written by a clergyman of the

Church of England, and will appear to every ferious reader of"

talle and difcernment, a fatisfaftory anfwer to every thing ex-

ceptionable in the text,

A new edition, witli coniiderable improvements.
Price four fliillings in boards.

OBSERVATIONS upon the FOUR GOSPELS.
Shewing their Defeds, and how far thofe Defefts, together with
the writings of St. Paul, have milled the compilers of our Church
Services, &c. thereby evincing the- neceffity of revifing the whole
by authority.

By a F R I E N D to T R U T H.
" Wherever the religion of any ftate falls into difregard and

" contempt, it is impoffible for that ftate to continue long."

Machiavel.
Printed at Geneva, and fold by G. Kearlley in London for ten

ilullings and fixpence.

PETER PINDAR'S WORKS.
The firft nineteen pieces. Price 2I, 7s. 6d. in boards.

The POETICAL WORKS of SAM. JOHNSON, LL. D.
Containing London, a Satire, and the 'Vanity of Human

Wilhes, both imitated from Juvenal; Irene, a tragedy; the
Winter's Walk ; Stella in Mourning ; the Midfummer's Wi(h ; an
Evening Ode to Stella ; Vanity of Wealth ; the Natural Beauty ;

Tranllation of Pope's Meffiah, and fundry other pieces.

A new edition. Price three fliillings in boards.

The



SOOKS printed for G. KEARSLEV.
The WORKS of

ALEXANDER POPE, Efq.

In fix volumes. Price eighteen {hillings.

The PEERAGE of ENGLAND, SCOTLAND and
IRELAND.

With a new fet of plates, nently engraved, and an account of ihs

prcfcnt Fcers rf'iceftbrs, including three generation.-..

The whole in one pocket volume. Price fix fhillings.

Thefe plates are new, and infinitely more elegant and accurately

engraved than any extant.

Price 5 s. in boards.

The LIFE of THOMAS CHATTERTON,
With Criticisms on his Genius and Writings, andacon-

cife View of the Contkoversv concerning Rowley's
Poems.

Ry G. G R E G O R Y, D. D. F. A. S.

Autlior of Essays Hiftorical and Moral, &c.

Ufefal principally to Magiftrates and Lawyers.

A new edition, corredled and enlarged, of

A COMPENDIOUS DIGEST of the STATUTE LAW>
Coniprifing the fubftance and efi-'etl: of all the public Acts of

Parliament in force from Magna Charta to the prefent time.

\]y THOMAS WALTER WILLIAMS, of the Inner Temple,
Barrifter at Law.

Price thirteen Ihiilings bound.

The Fourth Edition improved and enlarged, with a copious

Index, containing above one thoufand articles.

The GARDENER'S POCKET CALENDAR,
On a new plan, alphabetically arranged, with the neceffary di-

rcdrons for keeping a Garden in proper order, at a fmall ex-
*

pence, and for raifing Flowers in every month of the year. Alfo,

for cultivating Vegccables, for the ufc of an army in camp or

•jarrifon.

By RICHARD WESTON, Efq.

Price two (hillings and fixpcnce fewed.














